XJ-S V12 
If your garage could talk, it 
would beg for one 
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@ 65 years 
@ Three key 
anniversaries 
@ 500,000+ 
cars built 
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JENSEN 541R 


Restored, adored and ready 
for 40 years more 


THINGS YOU MUST KNOW 
10 0) BEFORE BUYING AN 


1960 BTCC winner and readers’ 
Austin restorations 


BEST DIY 
THEA GUIDES 
FITTING A 
CHILD SEAT 


How to have your classic and 
let your family enjoy it p78 


Two GTs from the Jet Set age. Be 
quick, prices have taken off 
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MCV BOOT 
REPLACEMENT 
How to fit new inner and 
outer CV gaiters ie 


WWINDOW 
FRAME REPAIR 


Replacing side glass and 
rebuilding frames p88 


ee EVENT 
REVIEW 


es ae al ie 
a >» EBC Cleanstuff Brake Cleaner 
Dae Brake Fluid Testers 
~<=s, and Brake Bleeding Tools 
‘ All new brake accessories 
for the 2012 season 


100% UK MADE 3RAKIES 


PADS - EBC Greenstuff 
pads added to your classic for 
general treet driving is almost 
like adding a brake booster, 
more friction and bite from 
cold where the Redstuff can 
deliver less dust and Yellows an 
amazing grip for faster driving. 


BRAKES — 


BRAKE DISCS - Quality British 
made, cast and machined, the 
EBC brake disc sport range can 
improve brakes, maintain flat 
and parallel pad and improving 
pad contact. 


NEW FOR 2012 | 
BLADE ROTORS 


Whatever you drive ... 
EBC has the best 
selection of brakes for you. www.ebcbrakes.com 


CONTRIBUTORS 


BUYING } RESTORING } REPAIRING 
(2 Adam Sloman 


©! A busy month for Adam, not only 


having undertaken his pilgrimage to Da | AOR MONTHLY | a 
Pride of Longbridge, but in the > = ow 
biggest comeback since Lazarus, . — 


his Rover P6 is back on the road. 
ow then, I've never personally owned an MG. | bought last 
year’s Project MGB on behalf of the magazine — it had my 

he's taken to his lock-up, resulting y name on the V5C, but it wasn’t mine. | did however put 

in two of his fleet moving on. plenty of blood, sweat and tears into it. As a result, we 

cc bonded and eventually parted on happy terms. 

| like to think that over the years we've been able to steer plenty of enthusiasts towards 


» 


Gerard Hughes 

Gez has been experiencing the 
‘joys’ of automotive photography in 
the rain. Or not. With all the rain gS 


Martyn Morgan-Jones 


i A month battling the elements for the MG of their dreams based on the considerable coverage the marque deservedly receives 
. the mercurial Morgan-Jones. When herein. We ran a feature some while back entitled, ‘MGB, the easiest classic to own’. I've 
rain clouds parted, he sampled the noted the phrase repeated by others in conversation ever since, so | guess we were right. 

delights of a trio of birthday MGs An occupational hazard for any motoring journo is being asked constantly about the best 

and the might of the XJ-S V12. classic to buy for... (insert activity here). To date I've responded by trying to identify the best 


TTI classic based on the general hands-on knowledge of he or she who asks the question. Best 
Eric Richardson £10k Grand Tourer, £5k estate, £2k restoration project (that’s a long conversation) and so 
CM snapper and wannabe stand-up on. The easiest reply though is to the regular MG, specifically MGB or Midget, question 
Eric has been shooting some posed by — usually — younger enthusiasts. Rising insurance premiums allowing, naturally. 
svete alesse ule mom Oy “Yes, go forth and buy one,” | tell them. “Buy the bodywork primarily. Stick two fingers 
to be brought back down to Earth by ; . . 

3 ; up to the rubber bumper snobs (they paid twice as much for their chrome bumper). 
an A40 window that won't open. : . ; er 

Immerse yourself in the camaraderie of MG clubs and revel in your MG ownership. 

Hands up how many of you reading have owned an MG. Was it a bridge towards another 
MG or classic car ownership in general? Your first classic? Your only classic? What's best 
about MGs for me, is that they unite enthusiasts, ironically even more so when the love 
smelly nappies to show you how to them/hate them argument starts flying. . 
install a baby or toddler in your They are the most regularly seen classics on the UK's roads, which says it all. The nation 
classic. Brave man... has spoken. Happy Birthday MGB, Y-Type and MGF/TF. 


ETE 


Rob Marshall 
Tech wiz Rob's been ‘down with the 
kids’ this month, battling vomit and 


ETE CC 


All the best, 
To contact any of the CM contributors, send an email 
to classicsmonthly@futurenet.com 


Sfretion 


- AND SAVE Facebook twitter > 


See page 90 Become a fan at ; Follow our updates at 


www.facebook.com/classicsmonthlymagazine www.twitter.com/classicsmag 
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REGULARS 


018 MGLive! y. | 

Preview i Will Ww - 

Looking ahead to the biggest Nees dM pene 

MG-tastic event in the world. ‘ Nah % | || a z M | MGB, Y and 
Wil) ™™) || TF celebrate 

022 News 1) Pe 2 

The campaign to save i Wee || yo ) Ye y big birthdays 

Nuffield Place. ST HS 16s gee at Kimber 

030 Letters UN 

The latest from CM's postbag House, 

and inbox this month. Abingdon 

033 Events Diary 

034 Next Month 


052 Staff Diaries 


Another busy month for the 
eclectic CM staff fleet. 


090 Back Issues 
Catch up on the last six 
issues here. 


143 Reader Ads 
Looking for that elusive car, 
spare or restoration project? 


094 MGB 100 
100 things you should know 
before buying the brilliant B. 


102 Jaguar XJ-S V12 
If steel could talk, it would 
ask to be made into one. 


110 60s Sports Saloons 
Dad's quartet of 60s sports 
saloons go head-to-head. 


120 Product News 
The latest products and kit 
for you and your classic. 


122 Jet Set GTs 
The AC Greyhound faces off 
against the Jensen 541R. Buy Sane 
now because values are only (= 
going up. a 
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, READER RESTOS WORKSHOP 


| _ KEEPING YOUR CLASSIC ON THE ROAD 


Cortina 1600E 


Reader restores the car he lusted after in his youth. 


and Pauper ee 
Two A40s under 
restoration with two very 
different budgets. 


070 CV Gaiter Repair 
Replace torn boots with 
our step-by-step guide. 


078 Fitting Child & 
Baby Seats 
How to carry little ones 
safely in your classic. 


088 Project Peerless 
Window frame repair 
and glass replacement. 


JULY 2012 CLASSICS MONTHLY | 5 


CLASSICS 


Classic Parts for 
Classic Cars 


MG - Triumph - Mini 
Morris Minor - Austin Healey 


Take a look at our latest special offers! 
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CHROME AIR INTAKE GRILLE OE FUEL PUMP DUAL POLARITY SMITH’S GENUINE CLASSIC DUAL SMITH’S CLASSIC CLOCK 
MG B, C, BGT V8 - AHH6102 MG B - AZX1307Z GAUGE OE - BHA4900 GAE128X 


£12.00 inc var $ 45.60 inc vat £ 69.30 inc vat $51.30 inc var 


TR KEYFOB 2 SPEED LUCAS WIPER MOTOR OE PAUL SMITH GREAT BRITAIN MINI REAR LAMPS (PAIR) 
KFDO04 GXE7708 MAP BADGE - DAM100660H0Q GENUINE LUCAS OE - 13H222/3 


$5.11 inc vat $42.30 inc vat $29.10 inc var $75.00 inc vat 


For more information please call LEACY CLASSICS 


us on 0121 356 3003 or visit Aston Lane - Perry Barr - Birmingham - West Midlands - B20 3BW 
Tel 0121-356-3003 - Fax 0121-356-8686 


www.leacyclassics .com websales @leacyclassics.com 


Servicing Repairs Restoration 


All Classic Car Makes & Models Undertaken! 


info@mayfairclassiccars.com Tel: 01215223637 #Www.mayfairclassiccars.com 


TO ENJOY YOUR MG & SAVE MONEY, JOIN THE WORLD'S 
LARGEST SINGLE MARQUE CAR CLUB 


ar-Skin 
“PAINT SURGEON. 


DEEP CUT 


Car-Skin Paint Surgeon 
repairs, restores, 

seals, and protects 

all paint types 


MG Owners’ Club, Octagon House, Swavesey, Cambridge, CB24 4QZ - . 
Telephone: 01954 231125 winning-formulas.com 


email: mginfo@mgownersclub.co.uk web: www.mgownersclub.co.uk 


MG Annivel 


Market value 

Priceless. Worldwide MG car fans visit the home of 
the MG Car Club on a regular basis. The building 
houses the extensive club archive of over 10,000 
images, production records, memorabilia and gifts. 


Recommended upgrades 
All completed in 1990 when the converted building 
was formally opened by Lord Montagu of Beaulieu. 


Satnav essential check 
Cemetery Rd, Abingdon. 0X14 1AS. Adjacent to the 
old MG Car Company's Administration Block. 


Safety 
Don't forget your wallet- there's plenty of great 
gifts to commemorate your visit. 


5 ce PP Rial a By a 
Toa 2 RE 
SS ED SS GER BS Se 3 at 


Market value 
- ; 1} E | aa Condition 1 - £6000, Condition 2 - £4000, 
TWasnannnnnt : 2 Condition 3- £2500. 
ay "=| Popular upgrades 
Larger wheels/tyres, uprated springs, uprated 
© brakes, sports exhaust, induction kit. 


; © Essential checks 
Head gasket, worn gear linkage, rear wheel 
bearings, fuel pump. 


Market value = SEES Sma artes ae re: ue 
Condition 1 - £8000, Condition 2 - £3000, ; See | \ ST, au ag, ae el ily seatbelts, 
Condition 3- £1500. : ae ie . urst-proof locks, : 


4 ~ “er. a0 
mates Recommended upgrades ; PE Pees mi 
Electric cooling fan, radial tyres, uprated anti-roll Ame : 
bar, electronic ignition, uprated brake pads, K&N 
filters. 


Essential checks 
Faulty overdrive, worn timing chain, kingpin wear. 


| Safety 
Robust monocoque construction. 
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Market value 
Condition 1 - £7000, Condition 2 - £5000, 
F Condition 3- £3000, Concours £9000. 


Recommended upgrades 
Electric cooling fan, radial tyres, seatbelts, 
indicators. 


Essential checks 
Fuel vaporisation, overheating in slow traffic. 


Safety 
Strong chassis. 


(GROUPAEST <2 > 


” =  — 


MG Anniversaries — ===. = 


pies 


' CF ‘de 


chimpeess freatiy 


ci. By selecting the = - MG ane 
rcnied sulsh andl above base metal into automotive gold 


all, sporting cars. True, the cars have 
historically been umbilically-linked 
to mass-produced models and 
relied on off-the-shelf components. 
Yet that’s only part of the story. It’s 
what MG did with these 
components that truly defines the 
marque. This wasn’t engineering, it 
was alchemy. By selecting the best, 
subtly modifying them, and 
carefully manipulating the mix, MG 
turned base metal into automotive 
gold. 


Sporting Saloon 

Over the years, the famous and 

instantly-recognisable octagon 

badge has been applied to a diverse 

array of MGs. Most have been 

sports cars. Yet, MG has a long and 

successful tradition of making 

saloon cars. Indeed, this year marks 

the 65th anniversary of the 

delightful ‘One and a Quarter’ 

(1250cc) Y-Type saloon. Under 

development in 1939, the outbreak 

of war delayed its arrival until 1947. 

Fortunately, Britain has long had a 

penchant for modestly-sized saloon YB interior wearS‘ts years of 
cars from premium marques. The faithful sopra probaly 
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DID YOU KNOW? 


All Y-Types were equipped with an integral Smith’s ‘Jackall’ jacking 
system that raises the whole car using four hydraulic rams. 


gauge to keep the 
driver focused. 


GROUP TEST 


MG Anniversaries 


46bhp XPAG 
ine powers a 
==four-speed 
~ gearbox. 


Y-Type, with its perfect blend of 
style, lively performance, 
refinement, and finely-honed road 
manners, was well received. 

The feature 1952 YB (the 
improved and updated Y-Type), 
most generously gifted to the 
MGCC by the late Tim Pennicott, is 
a prime example. Based at Kimber 
House, MDF 630 is an important 
part of the club's display. However, 
it isn’t some static reminder of MG's 
past. Thanks to Tim's careful 
ownership, and the Y-Type 
Register’s expert maintenance, it’s 
in rude health, driven on a regular 
basis, and attends numerous events 
each year without fail. 

The quality interior, with its 
plentiful wood and leather, is a 
visual feast. Tim had been planning 
an interior restoration, but sadly 
died before he could tackle this. 
Nevertheless, there is something 
rather special about the age- 
patinated and much sat-upon seats. 
They give the car such a time- 
defining honesty. And the smell... is 


Owner's view intoxicating. 
Andy Knott As is the driving experience. 
MG YB Under the expert guidance of Safety 


The YB is terrific. Without 
exception, everyone 
who drives this car falls 
for it because of its 
wonderful character and 
because it's so good to 
drive. Plus it only ever 
requires routine 
maintenance, which is 
undertaken by the MGCC 
Y-Type Register. 
Mechanical parts are 
readily available. What 
surprises many people, 
is that MG made saloon 


Fast magazine editor, Andy Knott, 
who has taken MDF 630 under his 
wing, driving was simplicity itself 
and an absolute pleasure. The 
visibility is excellent, controls worked 
with a precision that belies the car's 
pre-war origins; the 46bhp XPAG 
engine pulls strongly and is mated 
to an easy-to-manage four-speed 
gearbox. The only thing that nearly 
caught me out were the brakes. 
They worked well, but only when 
girded into action by a very firm 


cars, which is why so q — 2° 3 Migs pest ofthe ait push on the pedal. 

many flock around the _ 4 - : ies neupensve What truly impressed were the 
YB at the many shows it wm) chassis’ competence and the precise 
ao and accurate steering. Admittedly, 
MDF 630 boasts modern radial 
tyres, but they only complement an 
already-capable chassis. Thanks to 
its good design and Issigonis- 
inspired rack and pinion steering 
and independent front suspension, 
it’s surprisingly adept, even on 
poorly surfaced B roads. 


Time-honoured 
Understandably, given the MGB’s 
enduring appeal and the fact that 
it’s celebrating its 50th birthday, a 
tremendous amount of media 
attention is being focused on this 
motoring icon. Stylish, affordable, 
easy to look after, and very 
sporting; the MGB ticked all of the 
traditional MG boxes and was a 
milestone model. With its unitary 
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GROUP. TEST 


MG Anniversaries 


Owner's view 
Tony 
Merrydale 


1969 MGB Roadster 


Our 1969 Mk2 Roadster 
is the first car we bought 
when my wife and | set 
up ‘The Open Road’ 
classic car hire company. 
It proved so popular and 
reliable we've kept it 
ever since. It's been 
hired by TV companies 
and even starred in a 
wedding proposal video. 
The MGB is a feelgood 
car and everyone who 
hires it has nothing but 
praise for its looks and 
how it drives. 


construction, it was a step forward 
technically, too. 

Thanks to the MGBs many 
charms and talents, and 
unparalleled spares and club 
support, it remains the ‘sensible’ 
choice of classic sports car, which is 
why Warwickshire-based classic car 
hire company, ‘The Open Road’, has 
had one on its hire fleet since 1997. 

SNV 650G, with its understated 
charm, driving appeal, and rugged 
reliability, has proved to be a real 
asset. Tony Merrygold, the 
company’s owner, keeps his fleet 
running smoothly thanks to a 
trusted local garage and quality 
parts, as he explains: “We employ 
the services of Warringtons of 
Warwick. Not only do they do 
excellent work, they have a real 
connection with classics. Marque 
expert Brown and Gammons 
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supplies our spares. In its 15 years 
of hire use, the MGB’s timing chain, 
alternator, and overdrive have been 
replaced, although it only usually 
requires routine servicing. That said; 
it’s currently on its fourth clutch. 
This can be attributed to the varied 
driving styles of the many people 
who hire the car.” 

Even though the MGB is an 
extremely durable proposition, to 
ensure reliability and enhance the 
driving experience, Tony has 
overseen a number of changes, 
namely; radiator expansion tank, 
braided brake hoses, EBC Green 
Stuff pads, electronic ignition, K&N 
air filters, and uprated front anti-roll 
bar. “None of the changes have 
been too drastic, but they've been 
worthwhile. We also make sure 
they are well integrated”, reveals 
Tony. “In 2003 we fitted Minilite 


 Sefsible upgrades: 

aintain efficiency 
fromtrusty) SS 
BSenies engine. 


Ni 


Big enough for a weekend away. 


> DID YOU KNOW? 
2) Project EX234, conceived in the mid-1960s and running on Hydrolastic 


suspension, could have replaced the MGB and the Midget but was shelved. 


is COmfortable and 
ergonomic. 


Owner's view 


Tracy Sullivan 


MG TF115 


| bought my TF three 
and a half years ago and 
joined the MGCC shortly 
after. It's easy to live 
with, pretty reliable, and 
wonderful fun. The best 
bit about owning it apart 
from how it drives, is 
how it looks, especially 
the colour, and the great 
reaction it gets from 
passers-by. I’m actually 
looking for another 
one... not that I'd sell 
this one though. 


GROUP TEST | | 
MG Anniversaries & 


replica wheels, which are easier to 
balance. We pride ourselves on ours 
cars’ appearance so we had the 
MGB resprayed in 2009 and the 
chromework was either replaced or 
refurbished. In fact, the more it gets 
used, the better it becomes. It’s a 
lovely car to drive.” 

| agree. The interior is wonderfully 
accommodating and period perfect. 
SNV 650G is not just user-friendly 
either. It’s a great driver's car, with 
the well-maintained B-series engine 
providing a wonderful soundtrack 
and decent turn of speed. The 
gearchange is sublime. With 
minimal movement between gears 
and marvellous precision, it puts 
‘moderns’ to shame and the 
overdrive is a real boon. This 
terrifically tactile car is a delight to 
drive. Taut, rattle-free, peppy, with 
a nicely-honed chassis, and full of 
character, | can appreciate why the 
‘B’ has become an ‘A-lister’. 


Up-to-date 

Introduced some ten years ago, the 
MGTF still divides opinion. Some 
rate it as a proper sports car, worthy 
of the MG moniker. Others rate it 
less highly. I'm firmly with the 
supporters. The MGTF is 
undoubtedly a sports car. The 
revisions over the MGF included 
better aerodynamics, projector 
headlamps, and coil springs and 
dampers, resulting in a sharper- 
suited, sharper-handling MG. 

0000 TCS, a TF115, belongs to 
Tracy Sullivan. One of the last made, 
it’s finished in desirable Sunspot 
Yellow, a stunning pearlescent 
colour. This isn’t Tracy's first MG 
either, and it’s become a shared 


6G My MG Midget was great but the TF115 


is superb. It's my baby. ..99 
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GROUP TEST 


MG Anniversaries 


passion, as she explains; “I had a 
Midget about 20 years ago. The 
Midget was great, but the TF is 
superb. My partner Darren, who's a 
Skoda Master Technician, services 
the TF for me. He didn’t like the car 
at first, but has since become a 
convert. He’s even bought a TF160. 
| get to drive it occasionally, but the 
TF115 is my baby.” 

To say that Tracy is fond of her TF, 
and lavishes attention on it, would 
be an understatement. A keen 
MGCC member, and a regular at 
the various meets/events, she has a 
good understanding of the TF and 
knows how to improve it. 
Accordingly, the engine inhales 
through a larger throttle body and 
exhales via a free-flow exhaust. To 
improve the sports chassis, XPower 
coil springs have been fitted, as 
have uprated brakes, which sit 
neatly behind the recently fitted 
11-spoke shadow-chrome 16in 


DID YOU KNOW? 


In 2003, the MGTF was judged the 
‘World's Most Beautiful Cabriolet’. 


@ 


This TR has afew 


tricks up its sleeve, 
further enhancing 
its poised handling 
and agility. 


There's an engine in there. Not 
as DIY-friendly as the MGB. 


1952 MG YB 1969 MGB 2005 MG TF 

Saloon Roadster Convertible 
ENGINE 1250cc 1798cc 1588cc 

Deep boot perfect for golf 

POWER 46bhp@4800rpm 95bhp@5500rpm 115bhp@5700rpm dubs and luggage. 
TORQUE 64 ft-lbs@2600rpm 110 ft-lbs@3000rpm 107 ft-lbs@4700rpm 
TRANSMISSION Four-speed manual with Four-speed manual with Five-speed manual 

synchromesh on second, third overdrive on third and top 

and top 
BRAKES Yin drums all round 10.75in discs on front, 10in 240mm ventilated discs on 

drums on rear front, 240mm solid discs 
(servo-assisted) 
FRONT Independent with coil springs Independent with, coil Independent with double Ss 
SUSPENSION and lever arm dampers springs, lever arm dampers, wishbones, coil springs, Twin pipes finish off the 
anti-roll bar gas-filled telescopic dampers aftermarket free-flow exhaust. 
and anti-roll bar 

REAR Live rear axle, semi-elliptic Live rear axle, semi-elliptic Multi-link, coil springs, Rust Buster 
SUSPENSION leaf springs and lever arm leaf springs and lever arm telescopic gas-filled dampers MGYB 

dampers dampers and anti-roll bar ® Suspension fixings 
; . ee ee ; - oe RRIERIIE and rear hangers. 
WHEELS & TYRES 4 15in steels, 5.50/15 4x 14in steels, 165/80/14 6 x 15in alloys, 185/55/15 on 

aes . | eae . scan EE OTE MGB Roadster 

DIMENSIONS Length 14ft 5 3/4in (4.42m), Length 12ft 91/4in (3.89m), Length 12ft11 1/4in (3.94m), li Suspension fixings 

width 5ft 3 1/2in (1.61m) width 4ft 11 7/8in (1.52m) width 5ft 4in (1.63m) and rear hangers. 

decease shes secured cg rage) aie pciet RE he dpa ien set ote Sills. 

WEIGHT 2324lbs (1056kg) 2030 Ibs (921kg) 2414 Ibs (1095kg) I Inner front wings. 
PRODUCTION 1952-1953 1962-1979 2002-2005 
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MGTF 115 
® No specific issues. 


Keeping the K-series cool. 


Contacts 
MG Car Club 


www.msecc.co.uk 


MG Owners’ Club 
Wwww.mgownersclub. 
co.uk 


MG YB 

MG Octagon Car 
Club 
www.mgoctagoncarclub. 
com 


MG Y-Type Register 


Www.mgccyregister.com 


NTG Motor Services 
www.mgbits.com 


MGB 
Brown & Gammons 
www.ukmgparts.com 


Moss Europe 
WWwW.moss-europe.co.uk 


MG TF 

Martin Smith 
www.usedmetfspares. 
co.uk 


MGF & TF Bits 
www.mefntfbitz.co.uk 


Pocket Motors 
www.pocket-motors. 
co.uk 


www.classicsmonthly.com 


Ke. . rar 


The TFS se atenificalladund 


package, eats up B-roads... a 
proper MG, in fact 


wheels. Keen on her creature 
comforts, Tracy has made over the 
interior. It boasts a number of 
attractive detail touches and 
bespoke leather trim, changes that 
have made the previously plain 
interior anything but. 

I'm over 6 feet tall, but fitted in 
easily. The TF is quite practical and 
very accommodating, which is to be 
expected from a modern car of 
course. With its good visibility, 
well-placed controls, power 
steering, and servo-assisted 
all-round disc brakes, it’s an easy car 
to drive. Easy, but very rewarding. 
The lowered springs, the 
progressively rated variety, imbue 
the TF with great body control and 
poise and the brakes were 
something else. Tremendously 


powerful, perfectly balanced, and 
with just the right pedal feel, they 
were terrific. 

Which is rather comforting, 
seeing as this is a pretty rapid car; 
the already-lively K-series engine 
undoubtedly benefitting from the 
bolt-on modifications. | was less 
enamoured with the gearchange. 
It's not a bad change; it just lacked 
the precision and feel of the MGB. 
Even so, the TF115 is a terrific 


all-round package, eats up B-roads, 


and has the all-important grin 
factor. A proper MG, in fact. 


Big thanks to 

MG Car Club 01235 555 552 
www.mgcc.co.uk 

The Open Road 0845 070 5142 
www.theopenroad.co.uk 


GROUP TEST 


3 MG Anniversaries 


THE VERDICT 


MG YB 


Performance (3) 
Handling (4) 
DIY maintenance (4) 
Practicality 

Economy (4) 
Total 


MGB Roadster 
Performance (3) 


Handling (4) 
DIY maintenance (5) 


Practicality (4) 
Economy ® 
Total 
MG TF115 

Performance (4) 


Handling (4) 
DIY maintenance (3) 


Practicality (3) 
Economy (4) 
Total 
Without doubt the MG TF is a 
future classic, particularly the 
limited edition models. This car 
has much to recommend it. The 
chassis modifications on this car 
were a bonus, although I've 
been advised the TF is tyre- 
sensitive so seek advice before 
making changes. | wasn't 
convinced by the free-flow 
exhaust however — too vocal for 
my liking. Nonetheless, | 
thoroughly enjoyed this car. 

Many happy hours driving 
various ‘B's’ meant SNV 650G 
wouldn't hold new surprises. But 
it did. | was impressed at just 
how good it felt and it got me 
thinking about buying one... so | 
hope my wife isn't reading this. 
The modifications — subtle and 
sensible, make it even better. | 
would revert to the original tyres 
though. The MGB likes a taller 
sidewall and relatively narrow 
footprint. Otherwise, it's perfect. 

The YB was a new and 
refreshing experience for me. 
Something of an eye-opener, 
too. There are so many positives 
about this car; it deserves a 
feature on its own. Was | 
smitten? Absolutely. This is why 
it just pips the other two and is 
my drive home choice. 
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The MG Car Club Presents MGLive! 
THE EVENT FOR ALL MGs 


CA 
@, 


FOR EXCELLENCE 2011 


SILVER 


This month’s highlights | 

022 Save Nuffield Place : 

023 750 Club Celebrations Ni- 

030 Letters 

033 Events Diary 


7 "Cavity wax does wonders 
~~ for your driving style...” 


~ Enthusiasts not afraid of using their classics should check out the 2nd Regis ‘Tap’ Classic Car Tour and 
Picnic this September in West Sussex. The tour is open to anyone with a classic car registered before 
31st December 1979, however, later ‘interesting’ modern classics will be considered. There is no 
element of competition on the event — it’s purely a classic car tour. Request an entry form from 
alitherally@btinternet.com or call 01243 542674. Details online at www.bognor-regis-mc.co.uk 


© edpphoto.com 
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The world’s largest celebration 
of all things MG takes place at 
the famous Silverstone Circuit in 
Northants this June. This annual 
international MG Car Club fest 
kickstarts a trilogy of 2012 
events to commemorate the 
MGB’s 50th birthday. 

MGLive! Is a family-friendly MG 
party, regardless of whether you 
own an MG or not. Fully 


Rubbers Erased 


The final 100 sets of MGB rubber bumper covers are up for grabs 
from British Motor Heritage. Likely to be the last ever batch, they 
carry an RRP of £625 per cover. www.bmh-Itd.com 


Live!2012 


Social marquee plays host to 


legends and MG friends. 


* oa rj CS 


mis 
Proudly sponsored by if G AS Cc 


Sit ee | 


This year's international MGCC event celebrates 50 years of 
MGB, 65 of Y-Iype and 10 of TF. Don't miss their best party yet. 


contained with the Silverstone 
circuit, the extensive array of 
racing, displays and show 
features are designed to keep all 
ages and tastes entertained and 
relaxed. Better still, on-site 
camping facilities mean you can 
park up and relax for the 
weekend. 

Classics Monthly is proud to 
be media sponsor for the second 


rstone Circuit. It's MG party time. —s — 
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year and we look forward to 
seeing you there. Visit our stand 
and say hello. To give you a taste 
of what's happening at MGLive! 
2012 here's a brief round-up. 
Full details are available from 
www.mglive.co.uk 


Racing 
All the weekend's race action 
will take place on Silverstone’s 


GP circuit with a total of fifteen 
races provisionally planned. Up 
to 500 competitors are 
anticipated and selected 
grandstands will be open to 
allow spectators to enjoy the 
fabulous array of action. 


MGB 50 Race 

On Saturday 23rd, the Club’s 
hotly anticipated official MGB50 
race will be assuming centre 
stage. The race will be 50 
minutes in length on the GP 
Circuit, with a rolling start, for 
one or two drivers with a 
compulsory pitstop. 


Where, when 
and how 


Date: June 23/24 
Location: Silverstone Circuit, 
Northants. NN12 8TN 


Tickets can be purchased online at 
www.mglive.com or by calling the 
Club office on 01235 555 552 


Updated and Revised 


Third revision just in time for the B’s 50th. It fully 
details MGB history from production prototypes 
through to the end of production. MGB: The 


California Cup Autotest 
(Saturday) 

Autotests comprise a series of 
tests laid out on tarmac. The 
organising team are familiar with 
the quirks of the MG breed — so 
the tests are designed to provide 
a challenge to the modified 
Midgets while at the same time 
providing plenty of fun for the 
more sedate vehicles — if you 
end up doing a three-point-turn, 
even in your 18/80, then you've 
probably done something 
wrong. The event is fully 
marshalled, so there’s no 
hopping in and out of cars 
unless you want to take 
advantage of the on-site Costa 
Coffee shop. We're not joking... 


And there’s more... 

The California Cup and BMC 
Trophy are awarded to the 
fastest team of three MGs 
representing their geographical 
MGCC Centre. 

The Register Trophy is fiercely 
contested by a small number of 
teams. While the Vintage and 
Triple M Registers are always 
represented, it’s rare to see a 
team of T-Types; maybe 2012 
will be different? 


Autosolo 

This Sunday-only event has a 
series of short timed courses, 
run on a hard surface measuring 
a maximum of 200m by 200m. 
This really is a great way to enjoy 
whatever car you have — from a 
vintage car to a nippy hot-hatch 
The routes are made as clear as 
possible so you can concentrate 
on achieving your best time, 
rather than being a test of 
memory. A bit like an autotest/ 
slalom course there are a series 
of gates to get through in as 
short a time as possible. The 
emphasis is on the driver rather 
than speed or power. The event 
is only open to road-legal cars 
that are taxed, insured and 
MOT'd. For insurance reasons 
you'll need your MGCC 
membership card, but neither a 
competition, nor an RTA licence, 
is required. 


Rocker Box Racing 


One of the fun highlights of 
MGLive! 2011, gravity-powered 


www.classicsmonthly.com 


www.haynes.co.uk 


Rocker Box Racing is back on 


Saturday afternoon. Competitors 


must construct a vehicle using a 
Rocker Box Cover from an MG's 
engine — with four wheels. It can 
be decorated or modified within 
the rules. 

In a Rocker Box cover race, 
two or more racing Rocker 
covers are placed at the top of a 
specially constructed incline, 
which can be straight or curved. 
They are released at the same 
time and the first to cross a 
finish line at the bottom of the 
incline wins the race. There are 
two classes Class 1 — Cars to be 
raced by 16 years old or under 
Class 2 — Cars to raced by 17 
years old and over. Testing takes 
place all weekend. 


Concours & Pride Of 
Ownership 

Love your MG? Then why not 
enter the Pride of Ownership on 
Sunday? In the concours, 
originality and attention to detail 
take centre stage. 


Marque of Friendship 
Run 

A Friday-only Run with a route 
described by a standard tulip 
roadbook and open to all 
models, old and new. 

With a morning start from 
Silverstone, the 100-mile route 
passes through Cotswold 
countryside with an optional 
lunch stop at Stow-on-the-Wold 
before visiting the Oxford Bus 
Museum and Morris Motors 
Exhibition near Witney. This 
small but fascinating museum is 
opening especially for Run 
participants and is included in 


Illustrated History, By Jonathan Wood & Lionel 
Burrell, price £30.00. ISBN 978-0-85733-111-3 


Spares and accessories galore. 


the rally entry fee of £32 per car. 

For a shorter run there’s a 
50-mile route starting in the 
early afternoon from Abingdon 
— open to any model of car but 
the MGCC is hoping to muster 
50 MGBs to celebrate their 
anniversary — joining the main 
run at the bus museum. 

The final 30 miles include 
observation fun before reaching 
the finish at the Silverstone 
Racing Club, where the bar and 
food will be available and a 
continuation of the rally quiz 
before presentations are made 
in the evening. 


Evening Dinner - 
Saturday Night 

Rallying legend Paddy Hopkirk is 
the guest speaker and his 
attendance is sure to prove 
popular. It is also hoped that 
Don Hayter, part of the original 
MGB design team, will also 
attend. The Evening consists of a 
three-course sit-down meal, 
charity auction and late bar. 


Fuel 


News, insight and opinion 


Rocker Box 
racing — give 


2 ve 


——— 


"Whowyou calling ‘sedate’saloon 2” 


MGB50 Street Party 

To celebrate the MGB's 50th, a 
Saturday lunchtime Street Party 
is being staged on Copse 
Runway. The £5 entry fee 
includes food, drink, live 
entertainment from a Jazz band 
and a cake cutting ceremony. 
The MGB5O Street Party has 
proved so popular that at the 
time of writing only 50 places 
remain, so be quick. 


After Hours Party 

The MGF/TF Register hold their 
After Hours Party to 
commemorate a decade of the 
MGF/TF. Taking place on 
Saturday evening in the social 
marquee, the ‘AH Party’ includes 
live music, food, drink and a ‘glo 
car’ competition. We don’t 
know what it is either, but we'll 
be taking a peep... Entry is free 
and the music is provided by the 
8-piece Blues Brothers 
International live act — don’t 
forget your sunglasses. 

See you there! 
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Scam Fichel 


We could make it happen for you 
DREAM TICKETS 


It'sback! = tcc: 


Your chance of a classic dream come true. ~~ = 


ONinivday | ONIVOLS: 


JISS 


5 


PREVIOUS 


etter than a Willy Wonka Golden a trip to our hallowed workshop for the 


Ticket and more useful than a work to be done by the team. We'll even 

Jim'll Fix It badge, our much- make you a cup of tea or two. 

loved Dream Ticket is back. Previous Dream Tickets helped winners { 
We've updated the criteria so that now learn to weld, make their car roadworthy, x 


Dream Ticket is all about helping you to fit rear seatbelts, learn about their car 
fix, repair, improve or sort your classic in from a specialist, and much more. We 


\ € Graham Rowe 


Five-speed gearbox conversion. 
some way. had a lot of fun and help from many a 
Should you be lucky enough to have generous people in the classic sector, and ~—ay 
your Dream Ticket accepted, the CM we're confident they'll rise to your 


team will do all in its powers to make challenges once again. Could your dream 
your dream come true — it could result in be next? Get in touch! 


' | want my dream to come true 


Send your dream to: 
| ‘Dream Ticket’, Classics Monthly Magazine 
,; Future Publishing, 30 Monmouth St, Bath, BA1 2BW 
Dames esccsesssnsennenesntnesntnetnsnnentnnennnennetnnntnnseeeeneetnnneetnennneetnnevncenenensenesnsenansee 
Address: . 


First-time owner is given expert advice for his TR7. 
[ey 


t 


I Terms and conditions below, and on request from the above address or via email from: classicsmonthly@futurenet.com 


Dave Warren 3 
Fitting rear seatbelts to a Lotus Eclat. 


= 


TERMS & CONDITIONS: All applications received are for participation in Classics Monthly magazine. Applications must (a) be residents of the UK (b) hold a valid full UK or EU 
driving licence if they wish to drive their selected car. The winner is responsible for tansport of their vehicle to and from the pre-arranged photoshoot or workshop 
destination. Classics Monthly may at its sole discretion contact certain applicants by telephone to discuss their suitability. Classics Monthly has sole discretion in relation to 
the suitability of applicants. Classics Monthly is under no obligation to contact applicants and reserves the right not to select any applicant. Successful applicants will be 
featured in Classics Monthly. For full terms and conditions contact classicsmonthly@futurenet.com 
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Pies “To keep a Concours winning LAs) Fa 


m===) car at its best it takes time, > el 
~"| effort and quality product.” PEOPLE WHO KNOW CARS KNOW MEGUIAR'S.™ 


Michael Pearce Limited 


unos: 


For a free catalogue, advice or product sample call our Customer Care Team on 0870 241 6696 or visit www.meguiars.co.uk 


Sea 


ECU takeover 


In the last 30 years the amount of software used 
in cars has apparently gone from 0 to more than 


10,000,000 lines of code. 


Wolseley Fundraiser 
for Nuffield Place 


Club Register and National Trust announce joint venture to 
secure the home of key car industry founder, William Mortis. 


Nuffield Place in Nettlebed, 
Oxfordshire, has recently been 
saved for the nation by the 
National Trust, who raised the 
reported £600,000 funds 
needed to purchase it from 
Nuffield College, Oxford. The 
former home of William Morris, 
Lord Nuffield, owner of Wolseley 
Motors Ltd from 1927, it had 
stood empty since 1963. 
Although it opened on a limited 
basis, the NT’s involvement 
opens it to the general public for 
the first time. 

Additional funding is still 
needed to secure its long-term 
future. In order to help raise 
these necessary funds, The 
Wolseley Register has 
announced a 2012 Jubilee Tour 
of National Trust properties in 
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Britain to support the future of 
Nuffield Place. 

The fund-raising tour of 
National Trust properties takes 
place nationwide between 4 
- 20 August this year. The idea 
was the brainchild of Geoff 
Craggs and Stuart Nell, 
Chairman and Honorary 
Secretary respectively of the 
Wolseley Register, the long- 
established International 
organisation for Wolseley car 
owners and enthusiasts. 

“Given the important roles 
that Lord Nuffield played in the 
fledgling British motor industry 
and also in the preservation of 
the Wolseley marque, we 
thought it appropriate to help 
the National Trust secure the 
future of his home,” says Stuart 


CLASSICSMONTHLY@FUTURENET.COM 


McCallum of the Wolseley 
Register. “It was William Morris 
who purchased Wolseley Motors 
Ltd in 1927 from the receivers to 
ensure the Wolseley name 
survived and he only ever drove 
Wolseleys himself.” 

Nine classic Wolseley cars will 
take part in the entire tour — 
including Lord Nuffield’s 
imposing 1937 Wolseley 25hp 
Drophead Coupe — departing 
from Nuffield Place on 4 August, 
taking in fourteen National Trust 
properties in England and 
Scotland, and covering over 
2000 miles. 

Having rescued Wolseley 
Motors Ltd and thousands of 
jobs in 1926, the workers at the 
Wolseley, presented Lord 
Nuffield with a Wolseley 25hp 


Lord and Lady 
Nuffield’s Wolseley 
25hp and 8hp. 


Weed killers? 


One in ten young male drivers has driven 
under the influence of cannabis according to 
research findings by the IAM. 


IME HORNS mOR —— 


A CHRISTMAS GIFT TO OUR CHIEF 


Lord Who? 


William Morris is widely accepted 
by motoring historians as the man 
who put Britain on wheels. His 
philanthropy established the 
Nuffield Foundation and put Oxford 
University on the map for medical 
studies. His donations ran into tens 
of millions of pounds. He once 
proclaimed he ‘could have stopped 
Hitler, if Hitler had spoken English’. 
This is the man who, with just £4 at 
the age of 14, set up his own 
bicycle repair business, having 
realised he could make more 
money working for himself. 


Drophead Coupe. This Coupe is 
takes pride of place on the tour. 
The Wolseley Register will be 
holding its Annual Rally at 
Nuffield Place on the weekend 
of 18 and 19 August in honour 
of one of Britain's pioneering 
Motoring Industrial leaders. 
Other Wolseley cars will join 
the Tour for different sections of 
the route, and Wolseley owners 
are invited to bring their cars 
and spend the day at their local 
National Trust property for 
visitors to enjoy the spectacle. 
For the latest tour details and 
how to participate at National 
Trust properties with or without 
a Wolseley, go to www. 
wolseleyworld.com or call 
Stuart Nell on 01949 844870. 


It could only be a Wolseley. 


Herts Picnic 


Letchworth Garden City Classic & Vintage Car Club 
picnic and family day, Halls Green, Weston, 
Hertfordshire. Saturday 9 June. 11am. £5 per car. 


TOU CELT LU 


Class of 82 in June 


Monkton Elm Garden & Pet Centre, Taunton is seeking owners 
of ‘80s classics, in particular 1982, to join its 30th anniversary 
celebrations. All classics are welcome, however, on 17 June. 


750 Motor Club hits Beaulieu 


The pre-war Austin Seven 
motor car celebrates its 90th 
birthday this year and the event 
is being marked at a maior rally 
organised by the 750 Motor 
Club at Beaulieu, Hampshire. 
Austin Sevens were built 
between 1922 and 1939 and 
hundreds of them will be 
heading to the New Forest show 
on Sunday 1st July. 

Beaulieu makes the National 
Austin Seven Rally an event for 
all the family as Beaulieu is home 
to a wide variety of attractions 
including the National Motor 


for Austin Seven’s JOth 


Coo 


The seventh Pride of 
Longbridge (POL) event took 
place in April with a record 
attendance of over 1100 display 
vehicles in Cofton Park, 
Birmingham, opposite the 
Longbridge factory. 

The oldest vehicle attending 
was local man David Wilkes’ 
1923 Austin C Van which has 
been restored in the livery of 
Donaldson's Butchers of Kings 
Lynn. The first Austin 7 van sold 
was exactly the same as this and 
was photographed by Austin for 


www.classicsmonthly.com 


Museum. Gates open at 10am. 
There is lots to do and see at 
Beaulieu and the Austin Seven 
Rally but one of the ‘don’t miss’ 
highlights of the afternoon is the 
gymkhana event where Austin 
Sevens of all shapes and ages 
compete against one another in 
a timed trial of driving skill over 
a very testing course, the layout 
of which is kept secret right up 
until the morning of the event. 
Good-natured competition for 
the coveted trophy is fierce. Last 
year’s winner beat the second 
place driver by just one second. 


Steve ‘Stoney’ Stone Bias 
with the 1959 Austin § 
A40 Mk1 he’s restoring. 


1100 vehicles at 
Pride of Longbridge 


their brochure before being 
delivered to Mr Donaldson. 
Wilkes has been unable to prove 
whether his van is this one or 
one of the small number 
produced in the same original 
batch. Donaldson‘s butchers are 
still trading in Kings Lynn. A 
number of clubs use POL as an 
opportunity for their first big 
gathering of the year and 
organisers from the Austin and 
Longbridge Federation (ALF) 
encouraged this by setting aside 
areas for types of car for the first 


om = 
An Austin Seven Special about to start 
the timed gymkhana. 


Never resting on its laurels, 
the dynamic 750 Motor Club 
also relocated its main 
headquarters to Donington Park 
in March this year. 
www.750mc.co.uk 


pence with 
their 1955 A40. 


time. However, attendance was 
much larger than expected and 
many clubs spilled over into 
other areas leading to some 
hasty reorganisation. 

Next year’s event will be on 
Saturday April 13th and as ever 
it will be free to attend. Any 
vehicle with a Longbridge 
connection will be welcome. 

POL is a community event to 
remind car enthusiasts and local 
residents alike of what 
Longbridge achieved during its 
century of car making. 
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Good Idea 


The Stag Owners Club has provided members 
with a continuity flyer to be passed on to the new 
owner, in the event of a sale. www-stag.org.uk 


Pre-War auction. 
adds to VSCC 
Weekend 
highlights. 


August auction steams ahead 


South West car auctioneer 
Richard Edmonds has added to 
his auction calendar with an 
August sale at the 
Gloucestershire Warwickshire 
Steam Railway's Toddington 
station, near Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire. 

This is a one day event 
specialising in vintage cars, 
motorcycles and selected entries 
of automobilia. 

Taking place on the 4 August, 
it coincides with the Prescott Hill 


Climb VSCC Weekend (Vintage 
Sports Car Club) taking place 
just seven miles up the road. 

“It is great to be able to 
confirm another sale and one 
that is close to such a prestigious 
event such as Prescott,” 
explained auctioneer Richard 
Edmonds. “We are the first car 
auction company to host a sale 
at Toddington, which is a real 
surprise as it is such a stunning 
venue. 

“Our aim is to have a selection 


of 20-30 Pre-War motorcars and 
bikes plus a selection of vintage 
spares and automobilia. 
Gloucestershire will be heaving 
with some of the best pre-war 
and vintage cars that weekend 
and | am very much looking 
forward to being a part of that.” 

A fully illustrated catalogue 
will be available from www. 
richardedmondsauctions.com 
Entrance is by catalogue only, 
also available on the door for 
£10 (admits two). 


Cobras at Combe 


Sunday 24 June. Bristol Motor Club Family Sports Car Day at 
Castle Combe Circuit in Wiltshire. AC Cobra’s 50th will be 
celebrated, with circuit laps. Visit www.bristolmcorg.uk for info. 


Pre War 
to climb 
Prescott 


The 2nd Pre-War Prescott 
event will be held on 
Saturday 21st July 2012 at the 
famous hillclimb venue. 

The twisting curvaceous 
beauty of the Cotswold hills’ 
course and the machinery 
being thrown up it promise 
quite a spectacle. There will be 
trade stands, clubs and 
displays, an evening BBQ, 
Forties singer and with the 
event sponsored by the SU 
Carburetter Company, what 
other, than a SU fuelled 
Spitfire flyover. Their Skinner 
Special also returns for a series 
of demonstration runs. Further 
details from: 
www.sucarb.co.uk 


Talk carbs at Prescott. 


Too 


Keswick collections 
open in US 


Gunson’s Smart Battery Alert 
(77119) fits onto battery 
terminals and constantly 
monitors battery voltage. If the 
it drops below 12.2v an audible 
warning is triggered and bleeps 
every ten seconds. The unit is 
small and easily positioned on 
the top or the side of the 
vehicle's battery. Typical price is 
£15.62 but shop around. 
www.gunson.co.uk 


»T! 
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CUCU 


Stretch 2CV just one of many eclectic 
vehicles in the Miami collection. 


Visitors to Florida this summer 
might want to catch the 
newly-opened Michael Dezer 
Collection Museum and Pavilion, 
in Miami. Dezer bought the Cars 
of the Stars and Bond Museum, 
collections formerly housed at 
Keswick in the Lake District. 
Covering over 250,000 sq.ft, 
the Dezer Collection features 
more than 1000 unique vehicles. 
The museum’s nine exhibitions 
are set within lifelike dioramas 
depicting the historical period 
and origin of the automobiles on 
display. Exhibits showcase 


ENTS, EMAIL CLASSICSMONTHLY@FUTURENET.COM 


A holiday destination in itself. 


American classics from all eras 
plus rare European classics, 
military cars, electric cars, 
micro-cars, bicycles, classic 
motorcycles, and more. Dezer 
was given a Vespa by his father 
at age 16 in his native Israel — 
today he owns the largest 
collection of Vespas worldwide. 
www.dezercollection.com 


HOW MUCH? 


The cost of an MoT test in 1983 was £9.00. The 
average cost now is £45. Exemption for pre-1960 
cars has now been proposed. 


STREUTH, AUSTIN 


Lord Austin spent time in Australia working for the Wolseley 
Sheep Shearing company. Years later he would buy out his 
former employer's car making company. 
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TEA 
BREAK 


For when you need a quick 
skive and a nice cuppas.. 


WILL'S CLASSICS 
IN THE ATTIC 


Cast adrift on a desert island? 
Well thank heavens for new cars 
washing up on the beach. We're 
not quite sure just how this Mk1 
could have washed up on the 
beach, given how much it 
weighs, or the holes in the crate, 
but it does raise an interesting 
question — Which handles 
better? The Vauxhall or the life 
raft? Watch it now via our home 
page link. 


Will and his family had to concede on this one. “Probably from the 1960s and either Brands 
Hatch or Silverstone,” he’s been told. There's a great selection of classics to be identified. 
Notice the three Vauxhall estates. We reckon Brands, circa 1965. Any takers? 


» TELL US ABOUT YOUR CARS AND EVENTS CLASSICSMONTHLY@FUTURENET.COM 
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0 PORTLAND TRADING 
ENTERPRISES LTD (—] 
Units 19 & 20, Shamrock Enterprise Centre, Wingate Road, baa 
Gosport, Hants, United Kingdom PO12 4DP ES) 
Tel: (023) 9252 7268 * Email: tgroup@ntlworld.com — 
Website: www.portlandtrading.net mull 
Extra TEN per Cent = 
Discount on all orders 65 
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placed at MG Live 2012 
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Come and see us at Stand A31 
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Zircotec 


20% discount 


on all exhaust coating orders placed at 
MG Live Show 2012 


Come and visit us at stand C5 


www.zircotec.com 


= 
Bandsdws 


Stakesy’s Metalwork Machinery brings 
together affordable, high quality 
and unique fabrication equipment 
for racing, off road, classic car, hot rod 
and custom bike builders. 


www.stakesys.co.uk 
0116 276 6070 icester 


= — _ap 
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Model 105 HD Rotary draw bender 
for roll cages, chassis or motorcycle 
frame fabrication. Will bend up to 
2” x 3.5mm wall thickness by hand. 
See video on our website. 


Manor Garage & Sons! 
Tel: 01 235, 767751 


os) 


AES we 


Failing 6v batteries? 


Fit Manor Garages 

twin 12v conversion. 

Still 12v but with double the capacity. 

Fits existing battery boxes, with minimal 
extra wiring. Reliable starting power after 

your MG has been parked up. From £150 +vat. 


CC01.12/MG14/e 


Visit our website: www.manorgaragewantage.co.uk 


£2 
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Join the club 
that does... 


local monthly meetings, shows, 
active online forum, technical advice, 
discounts, valuations, insurance 
and much more 


THE CLUB FOR ALL TRIUMPHS 


Renowned driving events for beginners and experts alike: 


elle — RALLY — TRACK DAYS 


For more information and to join the ‘club that does’: 
Tel: 0208 351 9544 
Join online: www.club.triumph.org.uk 


Email: enquiries@club.triumph.org.uk 


PUB AMMO 


A Renault Alpine A310-V6 Group 4 car 
won the French Rally Championship in 
1977, driven by Guy Frequelin. 


The Bulletin 


The Bulletin caters for owners of 
the Morgan Three Wheeler. It's a 
real mixed bag of content, with 
everything from features on 
Cyclecar racing in the USA 
through to historical photos and 
even a poem on the Three 
Wheeler. “If you have a Mog, 
use it, drive, enjoy it, even if it is 
a ‘dog’”. Great stuff. 
www.mtwc.co.uk 


SIX Appeal 
SIX Appeal is the official mag for 


the Triumph 2000 register and 
it’s packed full of content in a 
well-written, smartly produced 
package. This issue features a 
report from the LeJog run as 
members Charles Harrison and 
Jonathon Hancox complete the 
1600 mile run in their D-reg 
2000. A great read with some 
superb pictures. 
www.triumph2000register. 
co.uk 


HOVER BOTHER 


During the 1960s Rover built an experimental hovercraft 
with a Land Rover body. Called the Hover Rover, it was too 
heavy and never considered for production. 


yor 208 


CORDER 


Rosette Recorder 

The Recorder looks after all 
Austin Cambridge and Morris 
Oxford owners, and boasts 
plenty of good quality, mostly 
colour, photos. There’s plenty of 
event news and reports, but it 
was the classifieds that caught 
our eye, with a tidy 1968 Morris 
Oxford with tax and test being 
offered for £1895. You can do a 
lot worse than buy from a club 
member... 

WWwW.CcO-OC.org 


(ooo ooo 


ADVERTS 


FROM THE 
ARCHIVES 


While Hyundai decided to 
try and woo Cortina 
owners put off by the 
Sierra's ‘futuristic’ styling, 
Volvo chose to underline 
the value offered by its 
Rallycross-winning 340, 
neatly side-stepping the 
fact that it wasn't really a 
Volvo at all. Designed by 
Trevor Fiore, the car was 
developed by Dutch 
company DAF back 
in the 1970s and 
powered by a 
Renault engine. 


Favourite 
old adverts? 


Which grabbed 
your attention, 
then or now? 


» TELL US ABOUT Y' 


www.classicsmonthly.com 


Many people mound the passing of the much loved 


felly mould” some have even been heard 10 Cry 


ine new Stetior 1.6 trom 
asin the Far East. A cer that makes omer 


The new Stellar +6, £4,500 to £5500-on the road. 


mparisart 


At almost 2 inches 
ksrnal 


were nol overjoyed wiin its replacemert, 


tet serious successor has armved 2 
sew siet Hyuncal the comparty 013 bult 
LB saloorss pale 


longer anc wider it maies 2 Cavalier 


geerbox, centrat locking, électic windows 


‘Phone Teter 07-2000200 fora brochure 
and address of your nearest Gealer 


stereo radkovcassette 


andthe namt 
i= 


Its 
other ca 


ID EVENTS CLASSICSMONTHLY@FUTURENET.COM 


crumple zones You might Sel 


THIS 
MONTH 
IN 1985 


Tee 


@ Jaguar launch the XJ-S V12 
Cabriolet. 

@ Alain Prost wins the British 
Grand Prix. 

@ The E30 BMW M3 makes 
its debut at the Frankfurt 
Motorshow. 

@ Peugeot Talbot Sport enjoy 
a 1-2 as the 205 T16 comes 
home in first and second 
place in the Rally of New 
Zealand. 

@ Fuel cost 42.8 pence per 
litre, or £1.95 a gallon. 

@ The DMC12 DeLorean 
secured its place as pop- 
culture icon with the release 
of Back to The Future. 


_— 


Frankfurt here it comes. 


cea 
—_— Ata price of 


APL we 


thats presecti 
nthe racket Prosectionwichous 


TE Volvo, Dep — 
Cres Dept 33, Lancaster cael 
HPI2gpN 8" Wycombe. Bucks 
mpledbonnet.burifyour | Pease send me devails 22.23 Fos | 


bso 
sorbed theshock yourself youd hela | Name 


<r 
AS you can see. ew other cars are -] 


concerned for your safety 1984 


8984 VOLVO 340 Dt eap9; | 
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Cantilever Tool Box/ 400mm 110mm Capacity 
Organiser ® Cushion Grip 


Stock No. (DRAPER) Waterpump Pliers 


Stock No. 52408 


Expert 


“TSP Inc. VAT *TSP Inc. VAT 


4 piece Circlip Pliers Set 
Stock No. 38999 


12V 24W Heavy Duty Handlamp 
with On/Off Switch 
Stock No. 61299 


*TSP Inc. VAT *TSP Inc. VAT 


500cc Grease Gun 
Stock No. 47807 


16 piece 
Engineers 
Screwdriver 
Set 


Stock No. 


*TSP Inc. VAT *TSP Inc. VAT 


230V * 
Bench-Mounted (ime 
Parts Washer 4 

Stock No. 37826 


Steel Shelving 
Unit - 

Four Shelves 
Stock No. 21658 


*TSP Inc. VAT 


or visit: www.draper.co.uk 


Recording Flexi Inspection Camera with SD-HC 
Memory Card Slot and 5.5mm dia. Camera Probe 


Stock No.05163 


*TSP Inc. VAT 


£910 ‘ON 0}S 


8 Piece Draper Expert Hi-Torq® 
Metric Reversible Ratcheting 
Open End/Combination 


Spanner Set (DRAPER ) 
Stock No. 07033 re 


*TSP Inc. VAT 


€£020 ‘ON 4901S 


100W 230V 3 piece Tyre Service Kit 
Soldering Stock No. 27683 

Gun Kit 

Stock No. 


71420 


*TSP Inc. VAT I *TSP Inc. VAT 


WORKSHOP 
SERIES 


Vor sho 


election from 
ota 

» Gality tao, Soave of mee 

le: 


There is always a 
something new 
at Draper Tools, 
take a look at 
our Workshop 
Booklet, 
available to 
view at 


ssional 


or ask your 

local Draper 
stockist for f 
a copy. " 


— 
* TSP All prices inclusive of VAT @ 20% and are typical prices which may vary in-store. Prices are correct at the time of going to press. E. & O. E. 


BL AVENGERS I a. ee 


When The New Avengers made its TV debut, Gareth Hunt, Joanna ‘ uy 
Lumley and Patrick MacNee were equipped with a trio of BL cars, | f 
namely a Jaguar XJ-S, an MGB and a Jaguar XJ6. s, Insight a inion + 


DEEP BREATH 


In March 1967 breathalysers were 
brought into police use in the UK for 
the first time. 


Although the number plates look recent, this Humber 


Our regular photographer and 
g P aoe was last taxed in 2000. 


contributor, Matt Richardson, 
found this collection of 
possibilities and dreams lurking 
behind RS Classics in 
Bedfordshire. He reports they 
are a mix of donor cars and 
future projects — ‘everything 
with a price’ — is how he 
describes them. RS can be 
contacted on 01525 717346, 
or via their website www. 
richard-shrive-cars.co.uk 


1966 Rapier was last taxed in 
2009. Must be worth saving? 
MGF alongside. 


eo 


Last taxed in 1996, 
this tax exempt, 
1972 Saab 96 
looks like it well 
worth some TLC. 


Jensen Healey 
should yield 
valuable 
Spares or be a 
restoration 
candidate. 


>» TELL US ABOUT YOUR CARS AND EVENTS CLASSICSMONTHLY@FUTURENET.COM 
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News, insight and opinion , 


Your Letters «.. = 


Opinion, suggestions, corrections, and 
the odd bit of praise — it's all here... 


E, 
&, 


The MoT debate 


Whilst | agree with the stance 
taken by CM (no to pre-1960 
MoT exemption), contributors 
and other motoring journals | 
feel | ought to advance a 
thought... there should be a 
two-tier pricing structure for 
conducting the MoT Test. 

Cars built before 1930 ought 
to, in my opinion, pay less than 
their modern brethren as less is 
need to be looked at and the 


No Turner prize 

Edward Turner was instrumental 
in the design of the classic twin, 
Triumph Motor cycle engines, 
not BSA, as fitted to Speed Twin, 
21, Trophy, and Bonneville. 
Peter Lowther 


Austin A30/35 

Issue 187 (March 2012) — 
Orange segment speedo was 
used only on later AS4 models 
— early AS2 cars had round 
speedo assemblies, similar to 


time taken by the examiner is 
proportionally reduced. 

The nonsense is that in 
entering the vehicle onto the 
system the garage has to take a 
prescribed period of time over its 
examination, should the details 
be transmitted earlier than this 
preset period the warning bells 
and whistles will sound in the 
DVLA and | suspect said garage 
would receive ‘unwarranted 


later Morris Minors. 

Recommended upgrades — A 
simpler improvement to front 
brakes than fitting discs is to fit 
assemblies from an A40 Farina 
which has an identical wishbone 
and kingpin arrangement and 
provides one inch larger 
diameter and quarter inch wider, 
twin leading-shoe brakes. The 
brake hoses need changing also. 
A vast improvement. I've done it. 
Ron Burchett, Austin Seven 
Club of South Australia 


at, Outy, 
ie : ef 


Ray's sensible woes system has been _ 
also proposed by other enthusiasts. 


attention’ from government 
VOSA officials. 

So, currently, when | take my 
proper transport in for its yearly 
‘ticket’ we have to sit about for 
twenty minutes or so, which is 
fine because the garage is 
friendly and interested in elderly 
machinery; but it is ‘down-time’ 
— the examiner can’t start 
another test as the system is 
committed to my vehicle. 


Early cars used round 
speedo, says Ron. 


»)» SEND US YOUR POST CLASSICS MONTHLY, 30 MONMOUTH STREET, BATH BA1 2BW. 
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Letter wins a 
Meguiar's Paint 
Restoration Kit 

every month 


| fondly remember when | 
took the 1924 Standard | once 
owned in for the first time to a 
local garage — the MoT 
examiner at one point asked 
me for the right indicator — | 
solemnly stuck out my right 
arm to the accompaniment of 
barely suppressed giggles. A 
similar degree of amusement 
greeted my waving the same 
arm up and down following a 
later request for “brake 
lights!” The garage had never 
encountered rod brakes and, 
being rotten, | left them 
looking for the master cylinder 
for a while before admitting 
that this adjunct along with 
dimming headlights, 
windscreen washers, 
windscreen wipers, seat-belts, 
front wheel brakes and shock 
absorbers were nonexistent. 
“So what can | test then?” 
came the wail. “Well you could 
make sure the wheels are 
nailed on...” “They never are,” 
his voice rising in astonishment. 
“No only joking!” 
Ray Cattle 


Tartan Supersport? 
Firstly can | say how much | 
enjoyed the May 2012 issue, as | 
did on previous editions, keep 
up the good work. 

| read with interest John Holmes’ 
Ford Fiesta Supersport article, 
what a smart restoration, one he 
has every right to be proud of. 
May | query one thing 
mentioned in that article? Was/is 
the Supersport fitted with Fiesta 
Ghia seats? | don’t recall the 
Ghia variants being fitted with 


Meet the quick new Fiesta 


jal new Sporting 
n Ford's Special 
with vivid 


A very spec 
package fr 

Projects Ei 
performance and 


On the inside Supersport packs 


fully reclining Ghia seats with 
Caria inserts and head 
restraints. 

Grab handles, sports gearshift, 
cigar lighter, clock, radio adi 
the finishing touches to the 
Supersport interior 


Outside too, black polyurethane 
front and rear spoilers, wheelarch 


extensions and filler cap leave 
little doubt that this is a car with 
that “Something Special? 

Fiesta Supersport also has driving 
lamps and overiders. 


the Tartan type covers. | had one 
(VCN 21T) in 1982 and it 
featured beige velour seat covers 
in Roman Bronze paintwork. To 
this day | regret selling it. 

Steve Perry 


GARY REPLIES: 
According to my research and 
the above Ford brochure 
wording, the Supersport was 
fitted with reclining Ghia 
seats (frames) using Carla 
fabric inserts and head 
restraints as in the feature. A 
DVLA check also revealed 
VCN 21T was last on the road 
in January 1992. 

faxing lyrical 
I've followed your long term-rust 
test since the second update and 
have spoken with the team at 
the NEC Classic Motorshow 
about it, trying to nail their 
opinion as to the best product to 
use in chassis box sections. 
Reading last issue's (190) update 
it’s obvious to a layman such as 
myself that prevention (as 
always) truly is better than cure. 
The lesson, regardless of which 
products win, is (1 believe) that 
applying any of the cavity waxes 
will give three years protection 
at a minimum? 
Mark Fowley 


GARY REPLIES: 

To date, the test proves that 
using any of the cavity waxes 
will result in anti-rust 
protection for at least two full 
years. | would recommend, 
from looking at our test 
pieces, that most of the 
waxes should be re-applied in 


wwwaclassicsmonthly.com 


year three. Look out for more 
updates in 2012. 


| can't wait three years to find 
out which cavity wax and paint 
are best for my VW Beetle's 
restoration. | need to know 
now! Sorry, I'm only joking. I'm 
impressed by the lack of 
gimmicks the test has avoided. 
You mentioned previously at 
Beaulieu, when | met the team 
last, that the test pieces live next 
to farm land for much of the 
time. Airborne pollutants such as 
insecticides and slurry can be 
very aggressive. Such chemicals 
are left out of accelerated 
salt-water only tests. Keep up 
the good work. 

Gavin Powell 


GARY REPLIES: 

The past two years have 
whizzed past Gavin. How's 
the Beetle resto going? 


Cit 

| so want a H Van having seen 
your splendid restoration feature 
(Issue 190). I'm not surprised the 
owner turned down £32k for it. 
With VW camper prices so 
crazily high for what they are, 
it's great to be shown possible 
alternatives, especially those you 
can stand up in easily, unlike a 
standard VW. 

Fleck, Newquay 


GARY REPLIES: 

The Gallic charms of Colin 
Hughes' H Van were lapped 
up by many, myself included. 
I'll be checking values in 
France myself, come this July. 


WORKSHOP FORUM 


C0 eee 


Burnt exhaust valve 
| have a Spitfire 1500, Reg number 
GEC20xX (previously featured in CM 
and on your 2012 calendar). When 
restored in 2007, | had the cylinder 
head polished and ported and the 
valves and valve seats changed to 
take unleaded fuel. All was well until 
2009, when on the motorway the 
vehicle lurched slightly and seemed 
to be misfiring, it was only six miles 
to home so carried on at a reduced 
speed. It turned out when | stripped 
it that the exhaust valve in No4 
cylinder had chipped and a small 
piece was missing. 

| took it back to the engine people 
and they replaced the valve and 


reground all the others as well as a 
further precaution. 

All was well again until last week 
when the same symptom occurred 
and when | removed the head and 
found the exhaust valve in cylinder 
No4 was missing a piece again. This 
time | have ordered four exhaust 
valves from Rimmer Brothers and | 
am going to lap them in myself. 

Is this a common fault with the 
Spitfire 1500 and if so why only No4 
cylinder? | usually use high-octane 
unleaded fuel but surely this cannot 
be a contributing factor. Can you 
please advise as I'm finding this very 
frustrating? 


Many thanks, Graham Richards 


(0000 


Leaky 205 GTI radiator 


Sadly the rad in the 205 turns out to be a bit leaky, and unfortunately due to 
the aircon setup, it is different size to the standard GTi one, which means its 
quite difficult to source. Does anyone know a decent radiator recoring place? 


Ideally around Bath/Somerset? 


Go to our online Forum for responses to these Workshop posts and more. 
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12V Cordless 
75mm 
Polisher 


Slim, compact 

and lightweight design. 
Features variable speed 
on/off control. 

Spindle lock for simple 

and quick pad changes. 

12V @75mm Polisher, 
Battery & Mains Charger Kit. 
List Price £134.95 


219pc Multi 
Purpose 
Rotary 

Tool & 


Engraver 


Model No. 


£39.95 var 
£47.94 Va 


Air Nibbler 


La 


+ Well balanced robust construction 
with fingertip operated throttle control. 
Suitable for cutting intricate shapes 
in steel up to 1.5mm thick. 
Punch and die may be 
rotated through 360° to 
aid access. 


Air Supply: 90psi - 4cfm. 
List Price £84.95 


Air Orbital 
Sander 

& Air 
Polisher 


Premier] 


* Composite lightweight housing reduces 
effects of chill on operator’s hands. 

+ Adjustable speed control on side of 
motor housing. 

+ Air motor with quality bearings for 
smooth and powerful operation. 

* Supplied with @75mm hook-and-loop pad. 


Scan this QR 
code to visit our 
website where 
you can view 
more deals and 
product 
information. 


stot §=—2012/13 
Catalogue 

OUT 

NOW! 


TO LOCATE YOUR NEAREST 


+ Stepless control 
between 8000 
and 35000rpm. 

+ List Price £59.95 


16 Gauge maximum capacity. £39.95 VAT 
£47.9 


* Valid 1st April to 
30th June 2012 


£84.95 va 
£101.9 


INC 
VAT 


HVLP Gravity 
Feed Spray Gun 
1.3mm Set-Up 


» Round/flat fan » 
control allows z. 
spray pattern = “h 
tobe adjusted ' 
for any job. 

+ Brass air cap with 
stainless steel needle 

and nozzle make this 
HVLP gun suitable for 
water based paint. 

+ List Price £82.95 


14.4V 3/8"Sq Drive af. 
Cordless Impact ng 
Wrench 1 50l|b.ft 


Powerful, compact 
cordless impact 
wrench with 
electronic variable 
speed trigger. 
Forward, reverse and 
trigger lock control 
integrated into housing 
for ease of use. 
Maximum Torque: 


S 203Nm/150Ib. ft. 


3 List Price £179.95 
Model No. 


£49.95 vn 
£59.94 Vx 


farses 
ee 


 Tereve | 


Fleece Jacket 

Extra Large 

+ Model No 
FU06XL 

+ List Price 
£25.95 


Second Battery 

* Model No. 
CP1440BP 

* List Price £69.95 


2000W 2-Speed 
Hot Air Gun Kit 
350°C/600°C 


Suitable 

for paint 

stripping, 

soft soldering, 

removing 

sticky labels 

and 

defrosting 

frozen pipes. 

Fitted with 

two step 

temperature 

and airflow control switch. 
Supplied with four nozzles, 
stripper, scraper handle, 
three scraper blades, all 
in a carry-case. 

List Price £54.95 


Model No. 


£29.95 vc 
£35.94 va 


INC 
VAT 


Manufactured in 
accordance with EN 2398. 
Rubber alloy air hose 
suitable for garage and 
bodyshop applications. 
Supplied fitted with 
1/4"BSP female swivel 
unions. 


Model 
No 


List 


Fore Price 


Length 


EXC VAT INC VAT 


50ltr Direct Drive 
Compressor & Air 
Tool Package 


=a 


+ Air Displacement: 6.8cfm (193ltr/min). 

+ Maximum Free Air Delivery: 
4.6cfm (130!tr/min). 
Maximum Pressure: 116psi/8bar. 
Aluminium cylinder head with cast 
iron cylinder gives added resistance to wear. 
Pump head directly coupled to 
heavy-duty induction motor for 
reliable and quiet operation. 
Precision welded receiver tank 
manufactured to meet Pressure 
Vessel Directive 87/404/EEC. 
Fitted with fully automatic pressure 
cut-out switch and twin gauges displaying 
tank and working pressures. 
Model No. SAC5020E 


List Price £229.95 Total List Price 


Please send me a 


Model No. 


£129.95 v5 
£155.94 Vs 


EXC VAT INC VAT 


1/2"Sq Drive Air 
Impact Wrench 
+ Model No. SA2 


+ List Price - 


£71.95 a \e 
MA 


Spc Air Accessory Kit 
+ Model No. SA33G 
+ List Price £47.95 


: copy of your latest printed catalogue and promotions. 


Air Scissors 


Polished 
aluminium . 
housing with textured grip handle. 
Suitable for accurately cutting metal sheet. 
Unlike air shears this tool 
Model No. 


is ideal for trimming 
£49.95 va 


ragged sheet edges 
to gain a flat finish. 
£59.94 vA 


Handle exhaust helps 
reduce noise level. 
List Price £99.95 


14.4V Cordless 
Drill/Driver 


+ Features twenty-one 
position torque control. 
10mm keyless chuck. 
eee display Aeleses pore level. 
lectronic variable spee 
control with reverse. Modelie 
Superbly balanced tool, is 


intended for professional use. $37 95 Fe 


Supplied in carry-case 
together with accessories. $45.54 5 


List Price £54.95 


Air 
Sander 
Twin 
Piston 
In-line 


Twin piston configuration powers base 

plate on both forward and backward strokes. 
‘Twin piston arrangement also reduces 
vibration for comfortable operation. 
Well balanced aluminium 

housing and base plate. 

Suitable for heavy Model No. 
bodyshop use. 

Pad Size: 400 x 70mm. 


Free Speed: 2500rpm. £64 95 VAT 


Stroke: 25mm. INC 
List Price £122.95 £77.94 var 


Auto Rewind Control ai 
Air Hose Reels 


Controlled, slow rewind. 
Hose can be extended and 
positioned at any length. 
Auto layering mechanism 
distributes air hose evenly 
on hose drum preventing 
jamming. 

Heavy-duty composite 
housing with wall 
mounting aluminium 

alloy swivel bracket. 


Model List 
No. Length Price EXC VAT INC VAT 


|SA821 | 10mtr|S10mm 1D|£111.95| £69.95] £83.94] 
|SA822| 1.5mtr|S10mm ID] £149.95] £99.95]£119.94| 
|$A823 | 20mtr|1 0mm 1D] $182.95/6119.95]£143.94| 
[SA824 | 30mtr [10mm 1] £234.95|6149.95]8179.94] 


Controlled Rewind 
Auto Layering 


Bore 


Air Tool 


Co Coupling 


Kit 
+ Model No, 
ACX60 
* List Price 
£7.95 
u ™ 
Double Male Union 
1/4"BSPT to 
1/4"BSPT 
+ “Model No. 
SA11414 
* List Price 
£3.95 


s” 


Xt 


£179.95 
£215.94 Vs 


ee. 


Ref: CLM/PWT12 


STOCKIST CALL US ON 
01284 757500 


FOR MORE DEALS, REQUEST 
A COPY OF OUR 16 PAGE 
POWER TOOL PROMOTION 2012 
OR VIEW ON OUR WEBSITE 
www.sealey.co.uk 


Email: .. 


We comply with the requirements of the Data Protection Act and may use these details to send you information about other 
promotions from the Sealey Group. We may also share this information about you with third parties where we feel their services 
will be of interest to you. If you do not wish your details to be passed on to these third parties, please tick this box. 


SEALEY GROUP 
KEMPSON WAY, SUFFOLK BUSINESS PARK, 
BURY ST EDMUNDS, SUFFOLK. IP32 7AR 


OFFERS WILL BE WITHDRAWN WHEN STOCK IS SOLD. 

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO CHANGE PRODUCTS AND PRICING AT ANY TIME. 
PRICES AND SAVINGS EXCLUDE VAT UNLESS STATED 
OTHERWISE. E&OE 


TEL: 01284 757500 FAX: 01284 703534 
WEB: www.sealey.co.uk E-mail: sales@sealey.co.uk 


BROWSE ONLINE FOR FULL SPECIFICATIONS 
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News, insight and opinion ) 


Events Organiser 


2 
& 
Your guide to where to go and what to do this month. : 
=) 
1 June >» www.prestatyncarshow. 25th birthday and 50 years of | 17 June S 
Jim Clark Rally blogspot.com the Mini Cooper. Ford AVO Club National Day < 
220 miles of rally action with | >01745 853983 »01635 524019 Gathering of Mk1 Escorts = 
both forest and town stages >»>www.minicooper.org and RS Capris, in a family 
across two days. 3 June setting at Hatton Country 
>»www.santapod.co.uk Italian Car Concours at 16-17 June World, CV35 8XA 
Stamford Hall Cholmondeley Pageant of »01869 321141 a 
2-4 June Celebrate all things Italian Power »www.avoclub.com q 
TR7 & TR8 Weekend at with a full concours. Display of classic and super > 
Tatton Park »01223 892911 cars with demonstrations and | 23-24 June g 
Weekend for all TR7 and displays. Jaguar Enthusiasts S 
TR8s, Featuring over 2000 8 June »01829 772433 International Weekend fa 
cars from over 90 clubs. Jensen International >»www.pageantofpower.com | Weekend for all things Jaguar <q 


»www.cheshireauto 


Weekend 


at Weston Park, Shifnall, 


promotions.co.uk Gathering for all Jensen 16 June Shropshire. 

»01565 723863 owners, from classic to Rover Sports Register »01179 698186 
present. National Rally »www.jec.org 

2 June »01519 249621 Annual event for the Rover 

Motoring Marvels »www.joc.org Sports Register at Stanley 23-24 June 

At the Black Country Living Park, Blackpool MGLive! 2012 


Museum. Featuring cars from 
1900 to 1930 


9-10 June 
Wrotham Classic & Steam 


>»www.thersr.co.uk 


The event for all MG owners 
and fans.Featuring racing, 


>» www.bclm.co.uk Rally 17 June autojumble, tradestands and 

»01745 853983 For classic & steam vehicles. Classic Vehicle Day more. See you there! 
Wrotham, TN13 9NN At Monkton Elm Garden & » 01235 555552 

3-4 June »07909 042488 Pet Centre. Display at the >»www.mglive.co.uk 


Prestatyn Classic Car Show 
Two day event covering 
everything from 1900 vintage 
cars through to classics and 
modern supercars. 


»www.wrotham.org 


10 June 
Mini Cooper Register Day 
Celebrating the Register's 


event is free of charge. 
»01926 641188 
>»www.monktonelmgarden 
centre.co.uk 


Check event websites and 
with organisers before 
travelling to events in case 
of cancellations. 


Visit Silverstone for MGLive and say ‘Hello’ to 


The Mini Cooper Register celebrates its 25 a 
tt 
? the CM team on the 23rd and 24th of June. 


TR8s head to Tatton Park for a t 
TR7 and Birthday at Beaulieu on 10th June. 


weekend get-together on 2nd June. 


0 ooo ooo 


Upcoming Auctions 


16 June 

Rockingham Castle 

Classic cars, sports and automobilia 
»08458 334455 
»www.classicauctions.com 


2 June 

Anglia Classic Auction 

Beveridge Way, Kings Lynn PE30 4NB 
» 01553 771881 
»www.angliacarauctions.co.uk 


21 July 

The Silverstone Classic Sale 
Silverstone Circuit NN12 8TN 
»01926 691141 
»www-.silverstoneauctions.com 
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HEALEY 


WOODIE 


You'll believe any classic can be restored once 
you've read this incredible survival story. 


Lancia Beta Monte Carlo 
Seeing is believing. Historic Italian 
restored to superb condition. 


Zodiac v Cresta 
The Battle of British Americana. It’s Essex 
against Bedfordshire all over again. 


All content subject to change 
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MG Midget 
One man’s determination to create the 
car of his dreams. 


Tech You Can Trust 
The best step-by-step guides and staff 
car stories. 


BUYING } RESTORING | 


Ff, : 
CL_Lacc 
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I ie fe =P) LS , 


= 


Future Publishing Ltd. 
30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW. 


Tel: 01225 442244 
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READER REG 
___ Ford Cortina 


A lack of experience didn't stop Greg Smith 
taking on his first restoration project. With 
the help of experienced friends he 
achieved his goal, and then some. 


WORDS BY ADAM SLOMAN PHOTOGRAPHY BY GEZ HUGHES 


t's funny how many of us lust 


after a car during our younger 
years only to return to that car in 
later life. Greg Smith is one such 
enthusiast. “| always wanted a 
F 1600E when | was younger. Back in 
ws the ‘70s the 1600E was the car to 
have but | was an apprentice 
electrician and could never really 
afford one, | got married, had a 
family and that was it. The usual 
™ sort of thing.” 
= So Greg moved on and forgot 
about his desires for a 1600E for a 
good many years. “It was when all 
the online auctions started 
becoming popular,” he says, “| 
+ looked and found quite a few 
, Cortinas still about. | was surprised 
actually.” Greg was finally able to 
make up for lost time and at last 
bought himself a Cortina. However, 
it wasn’t the car we see here. This 
car is in fact Greg's third. “I’ve 
learnt a lot about them along the 
5 way, and | have been guilty of 
letting my heart rule my head, | 
must admit.” 
The car came to Greg's attention 
y thanks toa friend, “A mate of mine 
does a lot of restorations put me 


~s 


~ RESTORATION TIMELINE 
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Ford Cortina 


onto it. It was in London, so one 
Sunday | set off with a trailer, and 
paid £750 for it. I'd never tackled a 
proper, full-on resto like this before. 
It was quite solid but had the usual 
Ford issues. The carpets were 
trashed; the guy | got it from had 
left it outside with no windscreen in 
it,” he recalls. Those issues meant 
the rot had reached the tyre and 
tool wells, both of the rear wheel 
arches and the windscreen scuttle 
panel, as well as the A-post. “As 
soon as it came back | took it up to 
my mate Stuart’s place. He runs a 
company called SJB Fabrication. 
He’s a fabricator by day but does 
Cortinas on the side. As soon as | 
got it to Stuart's, | started stripping 
it.” Once the car was stripped back, 
Greg had the car sandblasted, to 
reveal anything he might have 
missed. “The inner wings are all 
original and the floor pan was fine, 
and it didn't need anything 


e 7 & , - & 
MARCH 2009 
With the front wing removed, the extent of the 
rot behind was revealed. 


MAY 2.009 


YYA 390H 


ITT: 


Once stripped, the shell was shotblasted and 
primed before heading home to Greg's garage. 


How do people 
respond to your car? 
People just seem to 
enjoy talking about 
them. It seems 
everyone's had a 
Cortina. | never tire of 
talking about it. 


What's it like to drive? 
It's great, it's really solid 
and it pulls like a train, 
though | must admit | do 
miss not having a 5th 
gear on the motorway. 


What advice would 
you offer to a someone 
considering a project? 
Sometimes you need 
deep pockets with a 
classic, but there's an 
awful lot of fun to be 
had with one. 


ap ot pike # 
TULY 2.009 7 
Greg stripped the back axle, ready for painting 
and new brakes. 


Buying a Mk2 
Cortina 1600E 


Cortina values have increased in 
recent years and the 1600E is 
amongst the more desirable of the 
Mk2s. Check for rust on the outer 
and inner wings, floorpans, the rear 
arches and the boot floor. A lot of 
1600Es will have had a hard life, so 
check for smoke while under load, 
or an engine thats using oil. There's 
a strong community behind these 
cars and many Mk2 spares are 
available, some 1600E-specific 
parts, such as seats or dash trim, 
can be costly to source. 


JULY 200 


By July, the Cortina’s belly had been etch 


primed, stone-chipped and painted. 


PRN _ 

MAY 2010 
Replacement engine is dropped into place and 
the project takes a huge stride forward. 


Ps iain he 
APRIL 2010 
The Cortina’s back at Greg's after its 
appointment at the paintshop. 


Ford Cortina 1600E 


underneath.” Though he was keen 
to tackle as much of the project as 
possible, Greg’s not able to weld, so 
called once again on Stuart's 
expertise with the welder. “The car 
moved between Stuart's workshop 
and my garage during the process. 
He'd do jobs on it and then it would 
come back to mine for me to do the 
next bit.” Greg remembers. “! built 
it up really high on axle stands and 
dropped the suspension out.” 

Elsewhere, the Cortina was 
missing a rather vital component, in 
the form of its engine. “The engine 
was in bits, | had no idea if it was 
any good, or would be any good 
once it was back together.” 
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Bearing this in mind Greg contacted 
a fellow 1600E club member and 
was able to source a replacement 
engine for his project and Greg 
simply swapped his non-running 
engine for the good unit. 

Just over a month later, with the 
welding complete, Greg was able to 
put in some serious time, prepping 
the car for its respray, which was 
done by a local garage. By April 
2010 the Cortina was painted, 
something that proved to be a real 
turning point for Greg in the 
project. “Getting the car back from 
the spray shop gave me such a lift,” 
he says. ‘It really did give me the 
motivation to finish the project.” 

Greg’s work means that he’s 
often home by the early afternoon, 
something he was able to use to his 
advantage. “I was in the garage 
every day, which really helped. It 
was super to do so many of the 
little jobs, like the wiring loom 
which | totally replaced, or the 
brakes pipes which | fabricated 
myself, by hand.” 

Though Greg was able to turn his 


JUNE 2010 


The Cortina is all but complete, but Greg was 


still looking for finishing touches. 


Ford Cortina 
Mk2 1600E 


ENGINE 1599cc in-line four 
cylinder 

POWER 838 bhp 
SUSPENSION 
Independent, coil sprung with 
live rear axle and leaf springs 


BRAKES Discs front, drums 
to rear 


TOP SPEED 96 mph 


WHEEL & TYRES 13in 
Rostyle wheels 


ECONOMY 24 mpg 


TULY 2010 


The Cortina is MoT'd and road legal for the first 


time since 1984. 


Seats are repaired originals, 
and show scars from an 
encounter with a butcher. 


FEBRUARY 2012 


Final touches are added as the vinyl roof is 
replaced, together with a new Webasto sunroof 


Roy Haynes’ design has 
aged well and is now 


appreciating in value. 


1600E combined executive levels of 
kit with impressive perf@rmance. 


Ford Cortina 1600E 


hand to most jobs, one area that he 
wasn’t able to repair was the 
Cortina’s wood trim. “My wood 
was too far gone.” he says. “I tried 
to restore it, but it was pretty bad. 
It’s £400 to get it done 
professionally, which | 
couldn't really justify. | 
found a really good 
replacement set in 
Leicester for £170 so | 
drove up there and 
got it.” 

Greg’s car was 
finished in July 2010, 
meaning the process had 
taken almost a year and a half, and 
the Cortina was soon pressed into 
use on the show circuit. It was at a 
show when a weird twist of fate 
brought Greg into contact with one 
of the car’s former owners. “This 
chap was looking over the car and 
said to me ‘You won't believe this, 
but | used to own this car.’ He was 
a local car dealer and was able to 
give me quite a bit of history about, 
including a photo of himself with 
my car in the ‘80s. He explained 
how my driver's seat had been 
ripped, too. He’d lent it to his local 
butcher, he had a metal comb in his 
pocket and it ripped the seat. | love 


ae chap was looking over the car 
and said to me ‘You won't believe this, 
but | used to own this car’ 


1600E Owners Club 
www.mk2cortina-1600e.co.uk 


www.classicsmonthly.com 


little anecdotes like that.” 

The car was now finished and 
Greg was able to enjoy the show 
and club scene, being a member of 
both the Cortina Mk2 Owner's Club 

and the local Norton 
Radstock Classic Vehicle 
club. He did feel 
though, that his car 
was lacking one thing 
that he felt vital, its 
vinyl roof. “When | 
bought it the vinyl was 
badly damaged, so | just 
pulled it all off. | wanted a 
Webasto too, so | sourced this 
one second hand and then cut the 
roof, though | did get the vinyl done 
professionally, together with the 
new headlining.” 

So, looking back, how does Greg 
reflect on his first full project? “1 
really enjoyed it,” he says. “Just the 
pleasure | got from doing the most 
simple of jobs, like when | did the 
loom, for example. To fit the wiring, 
test it, and then to see it all working 
because | did it, well, it was just 
brilliant.” 


Greg’s story shows that even if 
you've never done a resto before 
that shouldn't act as a barrier to 
trying. By buying a good solid 
car to begin with, he has been 
able to restore the car he always 
wanted. Greg’s is a car that can 
stand proud with the best of the 
breed and with the Cortina 
celebrating its 50th this year, it’s 
sure to get plenty of admiring 
looks in the coming months. @% 
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Classic Ford Dash 


Classictrim.co.uk The best MK1 / 2 rear shelves 


in the Business 


Specialists in Classic Car Interiors to Concours Standard TTT 


See website for all updated prices and information 


MK1 and MK2 Centre 
Consoles in stock 


se 


Chocolate Brown 


Beta Cloth Dash re trim Service 
No need to flock your dash 


~~ . ae 
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Cards, Roof Lining, Arch Vinyls \* — 
Rear Parcel Shelf, Centre Console, Helly’ Shel coe oecvon 
the showroom — Full Contour 
Complete Seal Kit, Boot mat, Collection in stock and on 
7 A ea 
Jack Bag, Steering wheel re-trim, aa) 
Rear Panels, in fact all your 
internal trim eae one shop 
And you can trade your old seats a, 


10 minutes Dartford River 
Crossing M25 — Junction 30/31 


Excellent selection of Contour Clubman and MK1 Roll Top 
Seats in stock and don't forget we offer an Exchange, Trade 
or Re-Trim service on all Ford seats, so there is no waiting Rear Seats re — trim while 


time - simply drop off and take away © you wait. 
Full Dash Board and Rear 


Parcel Shelf Displays @ the 
showroom 
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car he fronts of both sills 


had been filled with 
concrete, it really wasn't 
very good at all 99 


One A40 is the 1960 British Touring Car winner, stored since 196/ 
the other a more humble 1965 Mk2. Both being restored on 
different budgets, with different available resources. 


WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIC RICHARDSON 


44 | CLASSICS MONTHLY JULY 2012 


44 lt won the 1960 British Austin A40s 
Touring Car Championship 
outright in the hands of Dr 
George ‘Doc’ Shepherd 99 
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hen it comes to restoring a car 

the process of strip, repair and 

rebuild is a constant that most 

owners will go through. But 
add into other factors such as the restorer’s 
skill set, their working conditions, and their 
budget constraints and for me that is when a 
restoration tale gets really interesting, so when 
| hear about two Austin A40 Farina’s being 
restored by members of the A40 Farina 
Owners Club, but in totally contrasting ways, 
it simply demanded further investigation. 
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Simon (Left), Trevor (Right) 


1960 BTCC CAR 


rriving at the workshops 
of Trevor Parfitt, owner te py 
of Scott Racing Services ' VU 
LTD it is hard not to be 

impressed by the professionalism of 

the operation which sees Trevor and 

his son Simon preparing, building 

and rebuilding historic race cars, 

including the car I’m here to see 

today — the Austin A40. Owned by 

Trevor has since 1967 it is none 

other than the car that won the 

1960 British Touring Car 

Championship outright in the hands 

of Dr George ‘Doc’ Shepherd. 


How bad was the car once you 
started to strip it? 

“It was not too bad, or so we 
thought.” Begins Simon, “But when 
we got it back after it was dipped 
we saw there was work to be done 
to both the sills and the floorpan, as 
well as the usual dirt traps. All 
things considered it could have 
been a lot worse.” 
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lings also offer 


jody stiffening. 


Austin A40s 


When did you startthe | 
restoration? 

“| put it into storage in 
1967. | was basically 
shamed into starting it, 
given what we do for a 
living, so eventually 
work started in 2009.” 


Is fitting the full roll 
cage not removing 
some of the car's 
originality? 

“If we want to race the 
car,” Begins Trevor, 
“Which we do given its 
historic importance, then 
it has to have a roll cage 
— there is no question of 
that. It is not original but 
we feel we've been 
sympathetic in its fitting 
and it will allow the car 

~, to be seen on the track 
once more.” 


Has it been difficult 

sourcing body panels? 

“We scoured the Anti-roll bar (tube sitting 
forward of bulkhead) i is 


internet” explains Simon, 
“As well as sourcing 
panels through the 
Owners Club. We didn’t — - 2 : > 

| use them however, Fy this way on the road cass, 5) is SS with p the racing battery 
deciding to use themas | 

templates instead so if 


we do have an accident ise After it WaS dipped we Saw there WaS walk 


we can go back to an 


autoeeess: i to be alls to both the sills and cecal ly 


Estimated completion 
date? p 
Simon is emphatic. “It a. 
will be done this season, 

it can't not be done as it 

is expected to be seen 

y_ byso many people.” 


Estimated Cost (You if % 
may want to sit down Vid 4 J 


* for this) 


“At the moment it is in > A } é Ts | ‘ ; 
excess of £30,000 and it "thes vl j Ay i! : ‘'B ee 


from Ori inal race car. 


will finish a lot higher 

than that.” Says Trevor, 

his voice not even a . eA re 
faltering. J ye is ’ ; é fe = e 


» Unrestored engine isin 
place to allow de: 

of exhaust and 
manifold systems. 


TWIN RESTOS 
Austin A40s 


What's been the most 
challenging part of the 
restoration so far? 

“This may sound crazy,” Says Simon 
with a laugh, “But one thing we 
have no control over is finding the 
right colour interior. We've got a 
blue MK2 interior, but it is not right, 
so we're looking for a very good 
original or exceptional reproductions 
so it is correct for the period.” 


”, : 


pe eS 


ted OS 


Did you use any special tools or 

equipment? 

“Dave the fabricator.” Says Trevor Bet fy = i 
with a smile. “Dave Clements just > | a 4 Midget stub ax 
cuts, bends, taps and welds then a = 5 os discs provide 
panel appears with all the correct * , i, | more StOPPIEM 
curves and indents. The level of skill , g yy 

he has is invaluable to us, but don’t 

tell him | said that.” 


What work needs doing still? 

“The fuel lines and tank need 

sorting next." explains Simon. “To 

be honest,” Continues Trevor, 

“Most of it has been drawn and 

designed so there is no head 

scratching needed, it just needs : , a p> ; 

making now.” : Be 4 . * a to allow for Biz 
: ection 2. , cooling intaké 


Touring car's interior is 
bereft of creature comforts. 
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AS FOUND 


Dave's car cost less than 
reasonably good condition. 


hile Trevor and Simon 

have the luxury of 

their spacious 

environment, Dave 
Gilbert is tackling the restoration of 
his 1965 Mk2 car in the somewhat 
smaller and colder garage belonging 
to his friend, some 8 miles from his 
home. Trevor is fitting the 
restoration work around his shift 
patterns at work. Bought in May 
2011 as arunning car, Dave began 
to look at what needed doing to 
bring it back to life, but soon found 
out a lot more work was going to 
be required when he discovered the 
presence of a certain building 
material... 


How bad was it to start with? 
“Oh, pretty bad. The footwells had 
corroded, the wings were scrap, 
and then | found the fronts of both 
sills had been filled with concrete, it 
really wasn’t very good at all.” 


What's been the most 
challenging part of the 
restoration so far? 

“It was welding in the small 
triangular pieces that slope back at 
the base of the wheel arch inner 
panel. Trying to get them fitted 


www.classicsmonthly.com 


han £400 and seemed in 


‘ . ~, i 


(8s 
i ~~ 
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TWIN RESTOS 
Austin A40s 


Dave hide | 
“anothersix hs A 
work in his project: eae 


Dave has to make do ‘with what 
he can for the offside wing. 


b> 


The footwells had comoded. th 
wings were scrap and the sills 
had been filled with concrete 


AA 
oe 


y Fs ; x A ; 
oe Interiorstripped to allow accessto Spates at a premium, so some spares stay in situ. 


areas requiring welding, 
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When did the project 
begin? 

It started in June 2011. 
= As soon as | got it | 
started work on it. 


What sort of time are 
you devoting to it each 
week? 
5 “Im managing about 
three hours per day, 
every Saturday and 
every other Sunday 
morning, so | suppose 
all in all I'm managing to 
fit in 25 hours or so per 
week on it.” 


— 


Is fitting a sunroof not 
drastically changing 
the car's originality? 
“Well it was an option at 
the time, so could have 
easily have been done 
at the time and as it is 
an original part | don’t 
see it as being too much 
of a problem. At least 
the car has been saved.” [i 


Has it been difficult 
sourcing body panels? 
“Nigh on impossible. | 
managed to buy one By, 
brand new MK2 wing off Hey 
the internet but I've had fy 
to make do with what | 
can get, MK1 stuff 
usually, quite a lot of it 
bought through the club, 
and then I've had to 
modify it to fit.” 


Estimated completion 
date 

“Oh Lord only knows!” 
Begins Dave with a 
laugh. “I’m hoping it'll be 
about another six 
months. It's non-stop 
but that should be 
achievable.” 


Estimated Cost 

“It only cost me £385, 
and | guess about £600 
in panels, and with little 
bits and pieces here and 
there about another 
£1500. As for getting it 
finished. | reckon it'll 
come in at about six 
grand in total.” 


Midget stub axles 
await attention. 


www.classicsmonthly.com 


Austin A40s 


and matched either side 
satisfactorily proved very tricky.” 


Did you use any special tools or 
equipment? 

"My lathe and milling machine have 
been invaluable. The rear drums, 
which are off a Riley 1.5 and 
needed new adjusters so | turned 
them on the lathe when | couldn't 
track down replacements, so that 
has been a bit of a life-saver really.” 


What work needs doing still? 
“Loads really. Paint, interior, engine, 
gearbox and I've also got my 
Webasto sunroof to restore and fit 
too. But I’m mid-way through 
running the brake pipes so it is 
progressing.” 


Dave's interior remains 
entirely original. 


Mk2 Austin A40 


ENGINE 948cc in-line four 
POWER 37bhp at 4670rpm 
BODY All-steel monocoque 
GEARBOX Four speed 
manual 

SUSPENSION Coil springs 
front, live axle, leaf springs rear 
BRAKES Drums all round 
ECONOMY 38mpg 


These two cars demonstrate 
perfectly the difference between 
a money-no-object resto and a 
DIY project. It's fascinating to see 
the contrasts between the 
specialist approach and the work 
you or | might carry out at home. 
The historical importance of the 
Touring car shouldn't be 
underestimated, and it's great to 
know it's being put back on the 
track. While Dave's car can't 
claim the same provenance, his 
A40 is becoming a rare sight and 
its great to see another example 
being saved thanks to his 
determination and passion. 
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A month in the life of the CM fleet 


Stretton 


Editor 


ores 


Mucking about with an assortment 
of ill-fitting Land Rover rear body 
panels has tested his patience this 
month. Expecting consistency in two 
70s Landys is very optimistic. 


1979 SERIES 3 SW 


ENGINE 2286cc inline-four 
TIME OWNED One year 


Hot tub thumping 


1980 SAAB 99 TURBO aving fitted and welded = almost an inch of vertical gaps and general alignment. | 
eae ene the inner sleeves to one = movement possible at the rear was glad | did because no matter 
TIME OWNED Five years half of the chassis as crossmember. Establishing the what | did, | couldn't get a 
oes cceccccccccccccseccccccces reported last month, correct height was dependent satisfactory fit. | measured both 
-—@, ia. the final chassis fit could be on trusting my datum points’ tubs to find 10mm difference 
{ r | 4, — tackled. This involved lots of measurements. Before between the rear wing swage 
i measuring, re-measuring and committing the chassis to final lines and the galvanised rails. | 
checking. And re-checking. welding | wanted to be sure the __ then refitted the original tub and 
1964 SPITFIRE ‘6’ Although the rear chassis section donor rear tub I’d bought would _ achieved the original door gaps. 
ENGINE 1998cc straight-six tightly sleeves over six inches of achieve a good fit, so it was So, now | was re-using the 
TIME OWNED 17 years F ; or F 
3.5mm steel, there was still placed on chassis to check door original tub. The donor tub will 


1959 PEERLESS PH1 


ENGINE 1998cc (TR3a unit) 
TIME OWNED Four years 


To-do List 
gl ry 
+ Get Br candy ving ogi 


THOUGHT OF 
THE MONTH 
Converting the Landy to diesel is 
looking increasingly like a very 
expensive option. LPG? 
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3 NOW! 


crackled and fizzed together, | 
felt relief at reaching this stage. 
With the vertical welds done, | 
then tackled the diagonal welds. 
Although the welds had 
penetrated, they weren't pretty 
in places, so | ground them down 
and ran a further line of weld to 
— ; ; : = Cobe certain. The only areas not 
1 =F ; = Bs : 5 welded yet are the lower faces of 
‘ pots ‘ Riess a ee ie the rails and a few more 
diagonal runs. These will be done 
fee CLASSICS. 
5 ‘ ; when the Landy is on a ramp 
Be ee | Witness marks on door rubbe with the rear tub removed again 
é : help achieusoneinal rag for improved access. 
\ 5 q ; (a One gamble of fitting the rear 
| |= oe lees So : i section was not knowing how 
a i | | good the fit would be between 
' the tub and rear crossmember 
bolt holes. To get the correct tub 
fit, it sits 5mm further forward 
on the near side. One option is 
to cut the rail and re-weld the 
rear crossmember, taking up any 
slack. I'll make that call once the 
tired lower rear edges are 
repaired using flat, solid 
aluminium. Having got this far, 


Aap) ahead the rear crossmember doesn’t 
concern me. 


With Five years between tubs, it was _,etitutitetdov 
evident haw big the tolernnces were 9 sivir sass: 


Archifine hard media. Then |'ll 


A 
! 

| 
a, \ 


yield its excellent floor and some — would sit when reconnected. achieved a fit as good as it was remove its rear cover and check 
other repair areas for the | could now adjust the rear before | removed the tub the internals. There’s some 
original. Not what | was crossmember in small increments — originally, | could get welding. driveshaft slack but within 
expecting, but there’s no point using a trolley jack and beam of Using the same borrowed acceptable LR tolerances. New 
fighting a poor fit for the sake of | wood supporting to axles stands —_ hefty welding machine lain Jones seals and gaskets will follow. 1'll 
it. With five years between both to reach. A second trolley jack had used on the sleeves last then repaint it using Rustbuster’s 
tubs, it was evident just how big _ allowed for chassis rail pivot. | month, | made the initial welds Epoxy-Mastic 121 as it’s perfect 
the tolerances were during used as many frames of on the top of the rails. The for high dirt and water impact 
construction. To confirm the fit, reference as | could, including welder was set on full output to areas. Much to do, but at last the 
the roof was loosely refitted to witness marks on the door deal with a combined thickness essential chassis repair is (fingers 
pull the rear tub to where it rubbers. All done, and happy I’d — of 6-7mm of steel. As the metals crossed) done. 


Both welded rails 
will now be blast 
cleaned before 
paint is applied. . 


idan 4 se , OW! ay, 
cu ing di: 7 


th trick as an aid to retaining correct fit and / 


; 


ating dise wad 
| alignment between the rear body tub and side rails. 
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Adam Sloman 
Contributor 


Adam's a fan of all things British. His 
current fleet ranges from big Brits to 
baby Brits, with a sporty one in 
between. His addiction to all things 
BL remains incurable. 


1973 MGB GT 

ENGINE 1798cc inline-four 

TIME OWNED 2 years (in the family 
from new) 


1973 AUSTIN 1300 


ENGINE 1275cc inline-four 
TIME OWNED 8 months 


Sooo Cree eoeseveseseeeeesseee 


1976 ROVER 3500S 


ENGINE 3528cc V8 
TIME OWNED 6 months 


To-do List 
° Resolve-+he-Rover’s-clutel 
ISSUE. 
° Fit replacement doors to 
ond brmpers to the Rover. 
° Refit the MG’s radiator 
fon. | 
Phan oral 
change. 
acne 
the MG and the Rover. 


THOUGHT OF 

THE MONTH 

Many are quick to knock the cars 
built by BL, but one thing they can't 
knock is people's passion for the 
cars they built. 
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dina 


E-Pride of Longbridge was a 
pilgrimage for BL fan Adam. 


s mentioned last 

month the Rover was 

now benefiting from 

a new clutch master 
and slave, only for the associated 
pipework to fail. Well, with new 
braided hoses now in place, the 
car is on the road once more. | 
have to admit though that the 
Rover's return to the road isn’t 
just down to me though, as | 
roped in some help — my lack of 
experience with the big Rover 
had begun to show and so | 
opted to draft in some assistance 
from a friend with knowledge of 
the V8 to get the job done. 

The P6 was back on the road 
just in time for Drive It Day and 
with me working away at an 
event, the keys for the V8 were 
nabbed by my eager father-in- 
law, who took the opportunity 
to take the P6 out with the 
Devon P4 Driver's Guild. In the 
two weeks since it’s issues were 
resolved I’m pleased to say the 
car has performed faultlessly. I’ve 
also been able to pick up a pair 
of mint bumpers for £100, via a 


local club contact. | bought them 
unseen, but I'm glad to say 
they're perfect. As soon as it 
stops raining for more than five 
minutes, I'll fit them. Included 
with the bumpers was a mystery 
number plate mount, answers 
on a postcard, please. 

Now that the P6 is back on 
the road the lack of a Sth gear 
or overdrive is beginning to grate 


New master " 
cylinder withnewe 
braided hi . 


The Rover's Return 


on me. The P6 should be all 
about relaxed, leisurely motoring 
and as it stands the 4-speed box 
is a little bit too highly strung. 
The LT77 ‘box from the later SD1 
seems to be a popular swap and 
a 5th cog would allow more 
relaxed cruising, improve fuel 
consumption and add a little 
more value to the car. It’s 
something I'm going to look into 


SPONSORED BY 


in the coming weeks. 

Away from the business of 
getting cars back on the road | 
was pleased to be able to attend 
The Pride of Longbridge at the 
famous plant recently. As a lover 
of all things Leyland it was great 
to see so many classics 
connected with the company 
and the famous factory. The 
whole event happens in Cofton 
Park, adjacent from the plant 
and entry is free of charge. Of 
most interest to me where the 
variety of Austin 1100 and 


wire 


Mystery numberplate mount. Adam 
doesn’t think it's from a P6 - do any 


» readers know any better? 


Repainted 


© JSMVERLNEC 
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a 


—= 


as 


eee oe ee eT 


fan will tidy the B' 


’s engine bay. 


The 


‘box 
Loter SDI seems to be a 
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OTe 


popular swap 


1300s on display. 

Seeing some of the simply 
stunning cars on display 
provided plenty of 
encouragement to get up to the 
workshop and push on to get 
the Austin back on the road 
during this year as 2012 marks 
the 50th birthday of the entire 
ADO16 range. 

At long last the MGB has 
come out of the garage after its 
winter break. I’ve been focussing 
on tidying up the engine bay a 
little. To this end I've removed 
the radiator fan and rubbed it 
down and primed it, before 
adding a fresh coat of yellow 
paint. The fan's paint was 
chipped and rusty and was a bit 
of an eyesore at the front of the 


engine. I’ve also splashed out on 
a new rocker-valve cover. It’s a 
ribbed alloy item from MGB Hive 
(01945 700500) and it brightens 
up the engine bay no end. Over 
the coming weeks it'll be a 
question of an oil change, fresh 
plugs and then it'll be MoT time 
once more. 

Over the next few weeks I’m 
going to aim to get in some 
serious workshop time, there’s 
MGLive! in the not too distant 
future and | want to have the 
BGT there. Plus, | can’t have any 
fun with the 1300 while it’s sat 
in pieces. Lots of jobs and not so 
much time is the biggest 
problem | have. 

Now, if you'll excuse me, | can 
here the workshop calling... 
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Richard Craig 
Contributor 

Richard has owned more cars than 
he has lived years! From a £50 Nova 
at the age of 12, he has built himself 
up to his current fleet which includes 
his everyday 1967 MGB GT and a 
Hawk HF Lancia Stratos replica. 


1967 MGB GT 


ENGINE 1798cc inline-four 


1995 HAWK 
STRATOS 


ENGINE 2492cc V6 
TIME OWNED Two months 


To-do List 


y MGB continues to 
run very well 
indeed. It’s due an 
ignition service and 


“pf: c il change, so I'll get dt 

* Oil Lifter | electrics oil change, so I'll get around to 
) B that in the next month or so. 
service on the MGB. The car has covered around 
Brak 15,000 miles without any 

° ae oe fettling to the distributor cap, 
the . points, rotor arm or condenser, 
© Cluteh master cylinder so | think they've done very well. 
on the Stratos. The bodywork is beginning to 


show signs of four years of 
+ Fit Retrotvip trip weter 
to MGB for histori 


THOUGHT OF 
THE MONTH 


There's a lot to be said for buying 
good quality service parts — they 
tend to last longer than cheap 
reproductions and are often easier 
to set up. 


Strange noise from = 
the CV joint area? 
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constant use, but I’m aggrieved 
to approach that as any 
rectification of panels would 
then show up the rest of the car. 
If | set about sorting the whole 
lot, | think the car would lose a 
lot of its character — something 
I'm desperate not to do for as 
long as possible. Meg's always 
been a bit rough around the 
edges, and that’s just how | like 
it —it’d look silly if it was 
over-restored. 


Whilst out enjoying the new 
Stratos recently, the car 
developed a mysterious clunking 
from the rear end. The knock 
began all of a sudden, and was 
rhythmic and speed related, only 
occurring when the car was 
under load. Immediately | 
assumed that some wheel nuts 
had worked themselves loose, as 
it sounded just like that. 

Upon closer inspection, all 
wheel nuts were perfectly tight 


SPONSORED BY 


After 15,000 miles Richard's MGB 
is due a little ignition fettling. 


and all seemed well. | jacked the 
car up, and simply couldn't see 
the problem anywhere. There 
didn’t seem to be any play in the 
wheel bearing, all suspension 
components and bushes were 
fine, and nothing seemed to be 
fouling on anything else. There 
was no movement in the brake 
pads, which is another relatively 
common problem for a knocking 
noise. | decided to take the car 
out for another drive to see 
what | could hear. 

At first, there was no noise at 
all. Assuming all was okay again, 


© JSMVERLINED (Ei) 
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Sprite engine now as 
running well. Richard 4 
has balanced the 

twin carbs. 


= 


as; 


¥ 
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sc yempecall of tie rubber bectknd 
refilled them with CV joint qrense 


| and headed back. However, the 
noise began once more just 
before | reached home. 
Determined to find the issue, | 
removed the wheel once again. 
The only thing | could find was a 
tiny amount of play in the outer 
CV joint, where the driveshaft 
meets the hub. Had this been 
the problem, I’d have expected 
the car to make the noise 


continually, rather than just after 
a given amount of driving the 
car. As a precaution, | removed 
all of the rubber boots and 
refilled them with CV joint 
grease, before reassembling. It 
hasn't done it again since, so I'm 
hoping that it’s cured itself. 

In other news, I’ve been 
refitting a cylinder head to a 
lovely little Austin Healey Sprite. 
It's a 1963 car with a 1098cc 
engine and is very clean indeed. 
The head had been taken off 
some months earlier but hadn't 
been refitted, so | was tasked 
with sorting the head out, and 
cleaning up the engine bay 
whilst there was space to do it. | 
set about decoking the head, 
and bedded the valves back in. 

| then moved on to clean up 
the engine bay. Out came the 
radiator and heater box, which 
were sanded down and 
repainted. Lots of degreaser was 


then applied to the inner wings, 
bulkhead, engine block and 
gearbox bellhousing, and any 
imperfections to the paint were 
touched up. The metal surfaces 
were then polished, which really 
did bring them up a treat. 

| then refitted the cylinder 
head and all ancillaries (cleaned 
up, of course). The car fired up 
instantly and ran beautifully with 
excellent oil pressure. | set about 
balancing the SU carbs, 
something I've become rather 
accustomed in the past few 
years. | really do enjoy 
mechanical jobs like this; they're 
not difficult for an amateur 
mechanic to attack, and offer a 
lot of rewards, not least a 
financial saving. Jobs like this are 
also an excellent opportunity to 
clean up the engine bay, which is 
always something that’s good to 
be able to show off, and can 
even add value to the car. TM 
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Contributor 


Will is just 17 and is enjoying driving 
his newly restored Morris Minor 
after many hours of hard graft. 
Summer is fast approaching and 
now his attention turns to his 
convertible. 


IMY CLASSICS, 
1965 MINOR 


ENGINE 1098cc inline-four 
TIME OWNED Two months 


The threat of garage 
eviction pushed will to get 
his project finished. 


1967 MINOR 


ENGINE 1098cc inline-four 
TIME OWNED One year 


Co eooeecsesseersessseeseesesse 


1963 MINOR 


ENGINE 1098cc inline-four 
TIME OWNED One year 


To-do hist 


inishing a car is like doing 
the last 100 metres of a 
marathon — there isn’t 
much left to do but it’s the 
hardest part. Dad booked the 
MoT before the car was finished, 
he wanted his garage back and 


+ Weld Up this was his way of pushing the 
° Fix Dobby’s wheel sce Three ne solid 
eulinders! ensured it was just about ready (| 


didn’t even have a chance to 
wash it) but it failed on a poorly 
adjusted handbrake and the lack 
of a rear number plate light. 
With faults duly rectified, she 
was returned in a more 
presentable state, | am pleased 
to report she's passed. 

It’s really good to be driving 
her; all | initially had planned to 
do was weld a small patch to the 
drivers’ floor... The project has 
got far more involved than | ever 
expected. I’ve learned so much 
restoring her and | really owe it 
to my Dad for teaching me skills 
he's picked up during 35 years of 
classic ownership. I’m itching to 
get started on my next resto. 


Meno Lity. 


THOUGHT OF 
THE MONTH 


Should you ever need to get 
underseal out of your hair a 
concoction of Swarfega, shampoo, 
washing up liquid and olive oil does 
the trick nicely. 
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After going to such lengths to 
get the paint finish right, | 
couldn't stand putting the dirty 
and rather scruffy interior back 
in, it was in dire need of 
replacement. The £2000+ price 
tag of a new interior meant 
some ingenuity was required. A 


parents evict 
inor early 


trawl through eBay revealed a 
complete navy blue leather 
interior from an Alfa Romeo 156 
for a mere £80, so | took the 
plunge and won the auction. 
With a little bit of bracketry 
the front seats were soon fitted, 
however the rears required much 


onvertible hood is in 


more thought. They were almost 
right but about a foot too wide, 
so after removing the leather 
from the foam | chopped out a 
slice of material, and for a mere 
£5 a local upholstery shop 
sewed it back together. This was 
stapled and stitched back over 


ifv’stands out innmixed: 
).cat.companyasishe 
>.” passes her MoT. 
es 


3 
s 


the original seats. | then ordered 
up a set of matching door cards 
from Newton Commercial. The 
total cost for my new interior? 
£378, quite a saving. Happy 
days. 

One drawback of having a 
family fleet of Morris Minors is 
that as soon as one is off the 
road it is quickly plundered. 
Easily removable parts such as 
the petrol pump, distributor and 
coil are raided, even though they 
are available new. There’s 
nothing quite as quick as taking 
something straight off one car to 
fix another. There’s no waiting 
for the post, or searching 
through boxes in the shed and 
you know it works. This has 
made putting Lily back together 
more difficult, thankfully Dobby 
(my convertible) contributed a 
few parts. 

I've also picked up a new set 
of tyres for Dobby from Vintage 
Tyres (www.vintagetyres.com) 
as the ones fitted were well past 
their best. Whilst | had the 


vevenled n 


A trowl throug e 


Tenement all 

Alfa leather has greatly 
improved the interior, at 
a bargain price. 


te bf 


feather tea for £80 


wheels off | also inspected the 
brakes, which were a bit of a 
mixed bag, it has had new 
drums and shoes but the wheels 
cylinders are weeping, so they'll 
need repair of replacement. 
Every time you open and close 
the hood it rips a bit more, so a 
new one will be required. 

| have been enjoying the sun 
in Dobby but scabby underside 
always bugged me so | foolishly 
decided to look beneath the 
front wings. Upon removal they 


disintegrated in my hands, 
they'd been badly bodged with 
filler. I've managed to pick up 
some fibreglass wings in the 
right colour, which | will put on 
for the summer but I’m on the 
lookout for some metal ones. 
She's currently off the road, 
having run out of MoT. I’m sure 
she'll need a few patches; | hope 
this won't take more than a few 
days. Although | have learnt 
that, there is always more rust 
than you hope... 
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Ge: KS 
ea or 


Gez is a sucker for anything BL or 
made in the 70s British motoring 
industry. He’s had a clear out of his 
lock-up recently, though he remains 
on the “at risk’ register due to 
strength of his Leyland addiction. 


1975 AUSTIN 1800 


ENGINE 1798cc inline-four 
TIME OWNED Three years 


NSU PRINZ 4L 


ENGINE 596cc air-cooled twin 
TIME OWNED Four years 


o-d0 List 


fittle 
feos 19 fee 00's body. 


Nikolay 


THOUGHT OF 
THE MONTH 


Ever considered how little separates 
a scrapper, a spares car and a 
roadworthy example? This month, 
for me, it was two long afternoon's 
worth of work and a few pounds. 
You can't beat the satisfaction of 
resurrecting a car that you'd 
mentally written off! 
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Allegro was the first of Ge7’s flee te 


to find anew home...“ a Sa i 


Taking stock, 


of BL stockpiling 


ometimes you just need 

to take a step back and 

assess a situation with an 

objective eye. There was 
no doubt about it, the lockup 
had started to get seriously 
overcrowded and the real 
problem with too many cars is 
that you never get anything 
finished, there are too many 
distractions. 

I've being saying for far too 
long that | needed to sell some 
cars, so rather than keep saying 
it, | decided to get off my 
backside and do something 
about it. The Allegro VDP was 
the first onto eBay. | set a very 
realistic price, and after a few 
e-mails asking the usual 
ridiculous questions that are par 
for the course on the world’s 
favourite auction site, | had a call 
from someone who clearly knew 
the cars inside out. A few 
pertinent questions later, a deal 
was struck and the car was 
collected a couple of days later. 

| hadn't really planned on the 
next move. You may recall that | 
bought James’ Bronze Landcrab 
last summer. It was much tidier 
that my own battered bus, and | 
was convinced that this was a 


keeper. | spent a little time 
sorting a few niggles out, but 
after six months, I’d barely driven 
it and sadly realised that | just 
hadn't ‘clicked’ with the car. It 
really is a nice example and 
deserves to be driven, enjoyed 
and showed off. A fresh MoT, 
another online advert and the 
usual stream of pointless 
questions. Then | received a call 
from Alistair Keith, who along 


..and was followed out the door 
by the Bronze Crab. 


with his brother, quizzed me for 
a good half an hour. Turns out 
that Alistair is a long term Mini 
owner and fancied something a 
bit different. 

The brothers drove up from 
London the next day, liked what 
they saw, had a bit of a haggle 
and drove the Crab home the 
same evening. | hope that 
Alistair is putting plenty of miles 
under the tyres. 


SPONSORED BY 2 
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.~ Repaired and painted, the do. 
looked in much bettensh 


The state of the 
Crab’s brake fluid 


© JSMVERLNEC fi) = 


Agood secondhand master, 
cylinder had the blue Crab 
roadworthy once more. 


In the best traditions 
of BL doors, the inner 
Frome ad votted out 


With some space cleared and 
a few quid in my pocket, it was 
time to tackle a few jobs. When | 
bought the Bronze Crab, | had 
pillaged the blue car for spares — 
with the idea that | could make a 
really good car from the two. It 
was another case of not thinking 
too clearly — it had sort of 
slipped into the status of spares 
car/breaker. A mate pointed out 
it would be a real shame to lose 
the car, so | decided I’d spend a 
couple of afternoons on the car 
and see what could be done. 

It had donated its master 
cylinder to the Bronze car, so 
with a good secondhand one 
fitted, | bled the brakes through 
and was shocked at the state of 
the fluid — a mix of different 
types judging by the way it 
separated in the catch bottle, 
peppered with grains of rubber 
from when the seals on the old 
master had failed. A very visual 
reminder of how important it is 
to change the fluid regularly. 

The worst part of the 


bodywork was the offside rear 
door. In the best traditions of BL 
doors, the inner frame had 
rotted out at the bottom to leave 
the skin flapping about, making 
a resounding clang every time it 
was closed. | whipped the door 
off, set to with an angle grinder 
and cut the rot out of the door 
frame. In a couple of hours, I’d 
fabricated some repair sections 
and let them in. I've given the 
inside a good coat of paint and a 
good brushing with Waxoyl, so 
the rust shouldn't reappear. The 
brush painting on the outside 
isn't pretty, but itll do until I’ve 
finished other body repairs. 

A couple of tyres, a bit of 
fiddling with the carb to get the 
Crab running evenly and it was 
off to the MoT man. It passed 
with a couple of small advisories. 
A trip to the Pride Of Longbridge 
event has reminded me how 
much | like the old 1800 - it’s 
got real character. And that's 
more important to me than any 
shiny paint job. 
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Ro a 
Contributor 

After a winter of prep work, snapper 
and wannabe king of the one-liner, 
Eric, is now at last competing in 


classic navigational rallies in his 
trusty ‘59 A40. 


1959 AUSTIN A40 


ENGINE 948cc inline-four 
TIME OWNED Four years 


REHASHED JOKE 
OF THE MONTH 


We went on holiday recently, but 
just as | approached Gatwick Airport 
| stopped off at a pawn broker and | 
pawned the A40 for £50. Two 
weeks later | returned and went to 
pick up the car, having to pay back 
the £50 plus £15 in interest. Just as 
the lady handed me back the keys 
she asked me why | pawned the car 
to get such a small amount of 
money. “I didn’t need the money,” | 
replied, “But | knew the car would 
be safe with you, and that the £15 
interest charge was about £100 less 
than parking at the airport for two 
weeks’. 
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jon of competition 


mac iniery rests, 


his month has seen 
further road action for 
the A40 with myself and 
my wife tackling one of 
Blackpalfrey Motor Club’s 
‘Classic 12’ car rallies, which is 
essentially an excuse for a fry-up 
followed by a morning of none 
too frantic navigational rallying. 
Well | say none too frantic, it 
started off that way but all hell 
broke loose when we got to the 
first time control and my wife 
tried to lower her window. | say 
‘tried’ as the small oblong of 
glass that acts as a grip, and is 
bonded to just below the top of 
the window, was missing from 
the passenger side window. This 
resulted in my wife frantically 
trying to get a timesheet 
through the quarterlight to a 
rather perplexed marshal, while 
at the same time giving me hell 
for not warning her about the 
window. | sat quietly until her 
fury subsided and awaited her 
instructions, but not before 
being told in no uncertain terms 
that the window needed to be 
fixed else | would have to look 
for a new navigator. It's amazing 
the small problems you learn to 
live with, or if truth be told, 
forget you have with your car. 


It’s not 


Small glass grip hasthe ~ 
chamfers ground in. 
(Gloves are not used for 
safety reasons as water is 
sprayed on the glass 
during grinding) 


E SJSMVERLINEC 


Www.silveriinetools:com 


ome) 


Oy SAN — Sa RN Y= 


Te never been 
mounted mirrors 


Holding the glass with duct 
tape stops you gluing the 
glass to your hand. 


Held in place while 
the slass bonds. 


Troublesome side light 
bulb is replaced. 


with. e 
the cor 


I've never been in the car with 
anyone else driving, so to be 
honest I'd actually forgot that 
window didn’t lower. 

Overall the event went well, 
though on one particularly 
section with a ninety degree left 
onto a very steep hill, the 948cc 
A-series showed its limitations, 
the gradient preventing any 
acceleration and the car simply 


managing to maintain 15mph or 
so for the quarter mile to the top 


of the climb, where a secret 
control was positioned to catch 
out the underpowered. 

The following week some 
tinkering revealed the 
troublesome window unwilling 
to lower at all and resulted in an 
afternoon spent taking it apart 
and rebuilding the mechanism 


(which you can read about in the 


next issue). With the window 


StaffDiaries 


fettled | still needed a grip to 
bond onto the window so took 
the car to my local glazing firm 
and asked the owner to assist. 
Showing him the grip on the 
driver side we headed back 
inside where he cut a piece of 
glass to the required size and 
chamfered the edges to prevent 
dramatic finger loss by anyone 
trying to lower the window. 
Some thirty minutes later the 
glass was bonded onto the 
window, and the job complete, 
giving me a car that now has 
fully functioning windows. 

I've never been happy with 
the wing-mounted mirrors on 
the car, frankly they are a waste 
of time so | decided to track 
down an overtaking mirror that | 
could clip onto my quarterlight, 
to give me some view of the 
road behind me. | didn’t want a 
new one, that would look too 
shiny, but a second hand one so 
got myself on eBay. A couple of 
days later | bid on a mirror with 
what can only be described as a 
‘strong patina’. Clearly too 
strong for most as | took 
ownership for £2.50 including 
postage. With that fitted | 
decided to give the cara 
once-over for small but 
important jobs, the MoT not 
being too far away now, and 
found a replacement bulb was 
needed for my off-side sidelight. 
A minute with a screwdriver to 
get the chrome surround off was 
then followed by ten minutes 
trying to extract the reluctant 
bulb without it exploding in my 
hand or becoming lodged in the 
holder permanently. It 
surrendered eventually, and with 
the lens and surround fitted all 
was well with the world once 
more. | wonder what that MoT 
holds for me... i 
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M —~Jones 
Contributor 


Martyn could have done with a 
classic submarine this month, such 
has been the weather postponing 
numerous photoshoots. Instead, he 
sort solace in a simple BMW oil and 
filter change. What could go wrong? 


1990 BMW 318i 


ENGINE 1796cc 
TIME OWNED 1 month 


Se eeeceseessecesessseeeseeese 


1978 DAVRIAN MK8 


ENGINE 1040cc full-race four-cylinder 
TIME OWNED 10 years 


To-do fist 


Davrion: 
° ae. discs ond bleed 


“Groamet 


© Remove manifold o and 


liar it cevnmic-cox 


THOUGHT OF 

THE MONTH 

Is it possible to have too many 
storage sheds? No... which is why 
l've treated myself to another one. 
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0 Dishonourable 


discharge 


part from a failing 
battery, the 318i has 
been ‘discharging’ 
(sorry) its duties rather 
well. It wouldn’t start the other 
morning and the battery didn’t 
want to hold a charge. Luckily, a 
scout around unearthed a spare 
battery. This one holds its 
charge. It can even cope with 
the proliferation of electronics 
David insists he needs to provide 
a ‘wall of sound’ inside the car. 
As we weren't sure when the 
oil and filter were last changed, 


S alloys and” 
yes add an air Re 


I'd purchased a filter from a local 
motor factor. Halfords had a 
special offer on Magnatec, so | 
bought a can. Fortunately, 
before David drained the oil, | 
removed the cartridge filter and 
promptly realised that what | 
was clutching in my oily mitt was 
quite different to its intended 
replacement. The original is tall 
and relatively slim; what I'd been 
supplied with was short, squat, 
and wouldn't fit. However, being 
a Bank Holiday, the motor factor 
was closed and we couldn't get 


Cleaning the oil sp 
the camshial 


y bar will keep 
fed with oil. 


a replacement. Most frustrating 
So, temporarily, we abandoned 
the oil change. 

Nonetheless, we did tackle 
other things. In discussion with a 
fellow E30 owner, David learnt 
the 318i (M40) engine is prone 
to camshaft failure. Apparently, 
one reason is that the spray tube 
supplying oil to the rockers can 
block. Ours looked to be flowing 
freely but seeing that prevention 
is better than cure, whilst | 
busied myself polishing the 
Beemer, David removed the tube 
and cleaned it with carb cleaner. 
In fact, looking at the camshaft 
and inside of the rocker cover, it 
did appear that the oil hadn't 
done many miles. Even so, the 
oil and filter will be changed 
ASAP and we'll be repeating the 


—— 
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© DSMVERLINEC 
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process every 5000 miles. 

The cosmetics have come in 
for some attention, namely the 
wheeltrims which looked bland. 
Alloy wheels were optional, the 
most desirable being the BBS 
multi-spoke and | managed to 
find a set. They are in great 
condition, and have quality tyres 
fitted, which is a bonus. 
Thankfully, the tyres are not too 
low-profile and are almost the 
same rolling radius as the 
originals. Not only is the 
handling much improved, the 
visual transformation is 
additionally remarkable. 

The atrocious weather has 
interrupted my work schedule 
somewhat, leaving me with 
precious little time to spend in 


ising yields to chain removal. 


Fuel started to trickle 


“FS SttaffDinries 


the garage. However, | have 
succeeded in getting the 
Davrian’s engine running... but 
only because I'd ‘borrowed’ the 
carburetters from David's 
Sunbeam Stiletto (a future 
project car). These are genuine 
1960's Weber DCOE's, although 
they were in dire need of 
cleaning, inside and out. In so 
doing, | discovered that one of 
the accelerator pump rods had 
seized due to the build up of 
crystallised fuel. It’s a simple fix 
however and the engine was 
soon running on all fours. 

Unfortunately, just when 
things seemed to be going well, 
fuel started to trickle down the 
choke tubes. Not a good thing 
as they sit directly above the 
silencer (the heat shield was 
temporarily removed). The 
problem seemed to be blocked 
accelerator pump intake valves, 
forcing the fuel to bypass them... 
hence the leak. The valves sit at 
the base of the float chambers. 
One was easy to remove, the 
other was stuck fast. | eventually 
loosened it, but only with the 
help of a Heath-Robinson-esque 
tool fabricated from a spare old 
pair of pliers. 

At the time of writing, | 
haven't had a chance to test 
whether the new valves have 
cured the leak. My Weber woes 
have made me ponder whether | 
should replace them. So it could 
be off with the old, on with the 
new. Oh, I've also decided to get 
the manifold ceramic-coated. 
Where's my piggy bank? fi 


Valve compromised by pe ofr esidues. 
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Lain Jones 
Contributor 
Self-employed lain owns and runs 
Autorenovates, based in Frome, 
Somerset. A fully-qualified vehicle 
restorer, lain works at either his own 
premises or at customers’, welding, 
painting , panel-beating and 
repairing a wide range of classics. 


IMY CLASSICS) 
1969 BMW 2002 


ENGINE 1991cc in-line four 
TIME OWNED Five months 


1989 SUZUKI SJ4 


Making up repair 
ENGINE 1324cc in-line four sections when panels 
TIME OWNED One year aren't available are all 
part of lain’s job. 


To-do List 


Bmw. 
. y BMW 1602 
* Avch repairs to BMW. project made way 
? BMW wiring. for more urgent 
Check 0 customers’ repairs 


this month. None more so than 
this lovely purple monster with 
its combination of practicality, 
reliability and the fact you can fit 
a surf-board inside makes this a 
great tool for promoting your 
surf wear business. 

Owner Geraint Davies popped 
in to my workshop with his 1968 


* SH haven't gat its boot 
opened. 


THOUGHT OF 
THE MONTH 


In times of turmoil and despair, 
giving up is the easiest thing you 
can do. Instead have courage, 
determination, strength and hope to 
triumph over your rusty sills. 
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dol | The Incredible ULK 


Volvo PV445 Duett estate to ask 


if | could perform a little metal 
surgery, since rust worm had 


finally made it more than difficult 
to open when required. 


After removing the glass the 
next step was to get the rotten 
door out of the way. worn glass 
rubbers this is fairly easy. The 
door removal proved more 
difficult with rusty nuts and 
bolts. Heat and WD40 were 
needed to release the door from 


The Volvo's arrival in the workshop means lain’s BMW has to wait. 


the body. With the door on my 
bench | was able to assess the 
repairs needed. Again, heat was 
required and plenty of it. The 
hinge screws were totally 
corroded in the caged nuts 
behind the door skin but with 
some careful oxy-acetylene 
application and a combination of 
patience and brute force | was 
able to release them. Once the 
bolts were out | could unleash 
the grinder, cut out the rust and 
start to make up repair sections. 

The door was heavily rusted 
and holed along its window 
section and the lower edge of 
the skin although the door 
frame was, thankfully, still good. 
I'd normally like to replace the 
door skin when repairs are this 
bad. Unfortunately they aren't 
available for the Volvo and to 
have one made would be too 
expensive, so section repairs are 
the only option. 

When the rusty skin is 
removed, difficult-to-reach 
surface rust has to be treated, so 
loose rust is wire-brushed away 
or preferably sandblasted and 
then a two-pack acid etch 
primer is applied before welding 


up. The phosphoric acid 
properties in the primer allow it 
to ‘grab’ the metal then a top 
coat of paint followed by cavity 
wax should keep the rust at bay. 
When carrying out patch 
welding repairs | like to make a 
continuous weld with a butt 
joint. Over a larger area such as 
a door-skin heat distortion can 
be a problem. To reduce this | 
prevent the spread of heat over 
the panel by carefully tacking the 
repair patch in place first before | 


SLtr 342497 
Sit? 
10Ltr 563474 
£14 

20Ltr 730799 
£23 10 


Reflective Road 


Safety Triangle 
apply short bursts of up to one Seat Dromore 140958 
inch welds, quickly quenched 1 Million 
with a damp cloth (or air if you come Caer 


prefer) alternating from either 

end of the panel to the other £2180, 
until all the welds are joined up. | 
know its not the fastest or 
prettiest method when using a 
MIG but | personally think it's the 
best kind of repair compared to 
a spot-welded joddled edge as 
having layered metal usually 
ends up as a moisture trap from 
condensation. With all the , 

: ‘ Digital Tyre 
welding repairs made and Gauge 
ground back the filling and 282526 Built-in work light 
priming stages were completed. & 12Ah internal battery 


The Volvo is a rolling 2998) (teenie 
renovation project and further boa 


welding repairs will be carried Car Light Funnel Set 4pce Oil & Fluid 


Jump Leads 
22m 


234578 


© 400A starting boost 


or 900A peak boost 
GE © 260psi max air 
pressure output 


© 12V DC output socket 
& 12V in-car adaptor 


Purple paint and practicality make 
the Volvo a neat surf wagon. 


out ‘as and when’. Geraint is — i “See Extractor | 
happy for a solid tidy car rather oe ind 


than a pristine concours winner. 
The ratty look suits the laid-back 
Repairs to the rear doors means surf style look for his business. 
the Volvo is back to work. It's just great to see this car being 
used as Volvo intended. 


Once the bolts weve out Lithium-Ion 
4 La 
TL could unleash the Set 102p00 @) + 


angle grinder ¢ Rechargeable with 


Car Door 
Upholstery 
Remover 
196604 


3.5 hour charger 
® Built-in work light 
* Supplied in 

aluminium 

carry case 


catalogue and 
find your nearest 


Stockistonline || |“) AppStore 


Repair section 
Volvo's rear doo! 
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O Seanenuates eo ur asic and retro x I 1000's ©. pares iv si0cK; why not order our 156 page hardcopy 


a4 wererse aay 
Style seats in vinyl leather or cloth... “ catalogue 100% free, simply order by phone e-mail or online. 


Fs. 


Our Massive range of brightwork is 
suitable for many vehicle types. + 


4100's of lamps & LED lamps. 


o> 


Stoneleigh Kit Car Show, Stoneleigh 
Park, CV8 2LG 6th-7th May. 


Newark Kit Car Show 16th 

17th June Newark Showground. 
Goodwood Festival of Speed R cs ileu 
Goodwood Estate PO18 OPX 28th Deaulleu 


— June — 1st July. 
=, Donington Kit Car Show Donington 
Oe” » Race Track, 1st-2nd September. aang nono 
S=>: . & , = Beaulieu International Autojumble, 
r : ‘ Beaulieu Estate S042 7ZN, 8th-9th 
Extinguishers, Fire blankets, plumbed d " . September. == 
ii te hi ield... th | = d 
a syste, Kise ses { . i ‘ES S Goodwood Revival, Goodwood Estate, . 
~ . : > cr) . Ny, PO18 OPX 14th-16th September. ° 
é Py | . £ Ey i Exeter Kit Car Show, Westpoint Exeter 
a mf fs aa | . ? 4 -s EX5 1DJ, 20th-21st October. 


Le! f § an th ab % NEC Classic Car Show, NEC 
> im Birmingham 16th-18th November. 
Media CODE Website: www.europaspares.com - email: info@europaspares.com _ Followus? 7B 


International Shipping, Next Day Delivery, Dedicated Sales Team, Over 31 Years Industry Experience, FREE Mail Order Catalogue. 
Europa Specialist Spares Ltd, Fauld Industrial Park, Tutbury, Burton-Upon-Trent, Staffordshire, DE13 9HS 


All Major Cards Accepted @= —<@ waza [| | sage pay} PayPal Secure Online Shopping 


THE 
The Triumph Sports Six Club is organising the premier SPORTS SIX 
Le Mans Classic camping experience at the top-rate 
Tertre Rouge campsite, right on the circuit. C | X J B 
Triumph enthusiasts are welcome. 


Our tried and tested package includes: 


Exclusive, spacious private camping at Tertre Rouge, overlooking the 
circuit, with modern facilities, hospitality tent and 24 hour security. 


Short walk from the campsite to Le Mans Racing Village, Grandstand Th e Clu b Fo r 


and public transport. 

Laps of Le Mans circuit in your own car. A LL 
Rally plaques, car stickers and commemorative regalia. 

Priority booking for members of the TSSC and selected other 


Triumph clubs. Tri um p h 


i fe ings. 
Discounts on ferry crossings. More Local Area Groups 


; ‘ National Triumph Events Enthusiasts 
For more information or a Booking form, 
plstises iaip Monthly Club Magazine www.tssc.org.uk 


E-mail. i 
Club Shop Discounts 01858 434424 


or phone the Club Office on 01858 434424 
Staffed by Enthusiasts 


Personal protection 

Protect yourself as much as possible 
when you're working on a car. Always 
wear gloves to protect your skin from dirt, 
rust and oil, use steel toe-cap footwear 
and suitable eye protection. Disconnect 
the car's battery before you begin. Never 
get under a vehicle without ensuring it’s 
correctly supported. 


Correct equipment 

Refer to workshop manuals for the correct 
procedures before starting the job, always 
use the correct tools, and ensure you 
know how to use them. Cheap 
low-quality tools can break suddenly. 


Working environment 

Be aware of fumes and vapour — 
especially those from flammable fuels. 
Make sure you've got the correct type of 
fire extinguisher to hand, and that you 
can Safely get out of the garage in an 
emergency. Always clear up any spills and 
rubbish immediately. 


Gary Stretton 

Qualified in City and Guilds 
Vehicle Restoration and NVQ 
Level 2 in Light Vehicle 
Maintenance And Repair. Trained 
to find hope where others see 
rust and despair. 


Matt Duckett 

Our workshop manager is an ATA 
Accredited Master Technician and 
member of the MIMI. He was 
classically trained by Peugeot, 
Honda and Saab. 
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070 CV Gaiter Repair 
Replace torn boots with our 
step-by-step guide. 


078 Child & Baby Seats 
How to carry little ones safely 
in your classic. 


088 Project Peerless 
Window frame repair and glass 
replacement. 


CV Gaiter Repair 


———— 


er AA ee 


SEE YOU LATER, 
LEAKY GAITER 


Allowed to run dry of grease, CV joint damage Is 
guaranteed - a torn gaiter is also an Mol failure. 


WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GARY STRETTON 


ront wheel drive cars transfer engine 
power via their gearbox to the 
driveshafts and on to the front wheels. 
The driveshafts adapt constantly to 
road conditions — camber, change of 
direction and of course, potholes — all the 
while rotating at varying speeds. Allowing 
the driveshafts to articulate are the constant 
velocity (CV) joints. This clever engineering 
‘knuckle’ allows rotation and movement to 
happen all at once. The knuckle is protected 
by special grease, essential for preventing the 
CV joint from seizing. Once split, a rubber 
boot will fling its grease out rapidly, due to 
the strong centrifugal force present as the 
driveshaft rotates. If it happens at high 
speed, the car will pull to one side strongly, 
away from the overheating, seizing joint. 

The procedures shown is suitable for many 
FWD cars, particularly Peugeots and Citroéns 
from the late 70s onwards. Check the price 
of complete driveshafts as they can be 
inexpensive and are certainly easy to change 
— 15 minutes on the Citroén here. 
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REQUIRED 


TIME (Hours) : COST (Pounds)* 


00020032 


*Inner and outer kits 


TOOLBOX 


@ Socket set 

@ Breaker bar for hub-nut 
@ Ball joint splitter 

@ Bench vice 

@ Hammer and drift 

@ Circlip pliers 

@ New hub-nuts 

@ New ball-joints 

@ Gearbox oil 


Expert Pneumatic CV 


Boot Stretcher 
Item number 12098 
Price £95 typically 


CV Boot Cone Tool 

Item number 54680 

Price £9 typically Tel 02380 494333 

For more information on the full range of 
Draper products and stockist details, go to 
www.draper.co.uk 
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Nut cracker, sweet Cross-threaded? 


= 


Lugs away 


1 Knock out the hub-nut retaining lug 2 Undo the hub-nut. It will be very tight. 3 Remove the hub-nut. Check the shaft 
using a metal drift and hammer. It's Before removing it though, ensure you end for cross threading or any damage 
not always necessary if a long breaker bar is have a new one to fit. Don’t re-use an old nut if + that might compromise its integrity. 
being used for additional leverage to undo the a new lug cannot be hammered from it. 
hub-nut. 


Ball joint removal 


Gentle persuasion 


The damage done 


Remove the lower ball joint bolt and 5 The outer gaiter has been changed 6 If the lower ball joint is tight in the 

nut. Assume both will need replacing in the past using a split-gaiter, which upright, lever the slot open using a 
when ordering parts. Use a new Nyloc nut at has failed along its glued edge. These are a suitable bar. It will be tight, but it will break any 
least. waste of time in my opinion, so avoid them. corrosion formed. 


Inner gaiter 


More persuasion Separation 
Sharp taps with a sturdy hammer will The driveshaft end can now be 9 To fit a new inner CV boot (or replace 
help, but don't beat the seven bells removed from the back of the hub. Tie the driveshaft complete), lever the 
out of the lower arm — you might break it. the hub to one side to gain full access while you —_ driveshaft out. Consult the workshop manual for 
work, if the new boot is being fitted in situ. the correct procedure for your vehicle. 
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Gearbox oil drain 
10 If you haven't drained the gearbox oil 
already, then do so now using the 
drain plug if fitted. If using fresh oil (good idea), 
simply capture the old oil once the driveshaft is 
removed from the gearbox. 


caught in time. Inner CV gaiters last 
much longer than outer gaiter due to less 
movement placed on them, and less debris 
flung at them from the wheels. 


Opening the can 
13 The ‘baked bean can’ was tackled 
using a cold chisel to knock back its 
retaining lip. Work your way around the can. Be 
mindful of how the hub is held by the vice. 
Protect machined faces appropriately. 


Peeling the can 
14 Followed by snips to peel back the 
folded edge all the way around the 
can. You only need pull them back enough to 
see the side of the hub half... 


On the slide 
16 Don't be deterred though. It’s a simple 
job once the joint’s construction is 
understood. The CV joint hub cup simply slides 
out of the can. It's spring-loaded so watch for 
the spring in the centre (see step 22) 


Circlip the yoke 
17 The CV bearing yoke circlip can now 
be removed. An elastic band or tape 
wrapped around the three bearing will prevent 
the roller needles falling out if they don’t have 
retainers. 
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Methodology 
12 Not being able to find any clear 
reference to changing this inner gaiter 
(always a worrying sign), | opted for the 
following procedure based on the repair kit 
components. Remove the old grease by cutting 
the boot. Have lots of rags/tissue on standby. 


Missing O-ring 
15 ...to reveal an O-ring grease seal. One 
wasn't included in the repair kit so | 
ensured | didn’t ruin it. It became clear this was 
why so little information was available on this 
repair — many forum posters had given up by 
now and bought a new driveshaft instead. 


Yokey, dokey... 
18 Remove the yoke. Keep it clean. A 

latex glove works well for this, 
wrapped tight. 


Sponsored by 
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Push the gaiter 
20 | then used the cleaned CV outer 
hub half to push the gaiter and 
retainer into the new can. Check the rubber 
doesn't slip off the retaining ring. 


Gaiter retainer 
19 Having cleaned the driveshaft, 
reassembly could begin. First the 
gaiter inner retaining ring is fitted. | had two of 
these in the kit. Only one was required for this 
repair, so perhaps the second was included 
instead of the new O-ring? 


Grease is the word O-ring is the bey 
22 Apply new grease supplied all over the 23 Don't forget the O-ring seal. 
yoke bearings and inside the hub half. 
The spring can now sit in the grease without 
falling out. 


CV Gaiter Repair 


You're yoking 
21 Now push the can down the shaft and 
refit the yoke and its circlip. 


Together again 
24 Slide the assembly into the can, 
maintaining pressure against the 
spring. It’s tight, but don’t trust the O-ring to 
keep the halves together for long. 


Outer gaiter 
25 Maintaining pressure on the spring, 26 The outer gaiter is a much easier 


Tap it sealed 


tap the lip over the bevelled edge of 
the hub half. Start in four places opposite each 
other, then work your way around the whole 
can. Job done. 


out the old grease. 


www.classicsmonthly.com 


repair. Remove the old boot and clear 


Grease the joint 
27 If necessary the, joint can be split by 
locating the circlip and removing it. 
The gaiter will then easily fit onto the driveshaft. 
Apply all the new grease supplied with the 
repair kit to the CV joint. 
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Gaiter fitting tool 
28 Now for the fun bit. Use a hand 
operated boot cone or ait-powered 
expander to fit the gaiter OVER the CV joint. The 
gaiter could also have been fitted easily while 
the inner joint was dismantled. 


Fit the metal retaining clips supplied or 

if you don't have the special tool, try 
good quality cable ties. Check they haven't 
moved after a few days service, though. 


FINISH 


Ready to go 
34 The complete assembly with new good quality gaiters, ready to be refitted. If necessary, 
paint bare metal areas before new grease is used. 
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Expanding boot 
29 Fit the expander inside the gaiter. 
Expand it slowly until it just sleeves 


over the CV joint. Good quality boots are 
necessary to do this. It took 15 seconds to fit 
this boot using this method. A cone takes a 
couple of minutes and is much cheaper. 


Away from the edge 
2 Remove any sharp edges from the cut 
cable-tie the gaiter might snag on 
when compressed. 


Normal size again 
30 Release the expander and finish fitting 

the boot correctly, ensuring its locating 
lip sits in the grooves on the hub-half and the 
driveshaft. 


Gearbox oil seal? 
33 Consider fitting a new oil seal before 
refitting the driveshaft. 


CM SAYS... 


The smallest weeping hole in a gaiter can 
rupture at any time, dumping grease and 
wrecking the joint rapidly so replace it 
ASAP. Avoid split-type repair gaiters as 
they rarely last long due to grease 
contamination of the adhesive used. 
Instead, choose a boot made from good 
quality material, capable of being 
stretched using a boot cone or pneumatic 
expander. Ask your local garage if they 
might stretch the boot over the joint, if 
you can't split it. Compare the cost of a 
new complete driveshaft — it might be 
more economical than buying inner and 
outer repair kits. Take advantage of the 
access and replace associated 
components such as oil seals, hub-nuts, 
locating bolts and ball joints. 


“] have been able to turn a useless, 
messy space into an organised and 
useful one! Your shelving is practical, 
durable and strong and | would 
recommend it to anyone!” 
A. Maskery, Worcester \ 
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CHOOSING AND 
FITTING CHILD SEATS 


Becoming a parent shouldnt mean giving up the classic you love 
Or prevent you from owning the one you've always wanted. 


WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROB MARSHALL 


sk any young classic car enthusiast 

and the chances are that a trip as 

a passenger, at an impressionable 

age, was the catalyst that 
kick-started their interest. Yet, once 
parenthood looms, safety, comfort and 
security might seem to be among the logical 
reasons as to why a modern people-carrier 
should relegate a classic to the classified ads. 
It doesn’t and shouldn't have to be so. 

Owning an older vehicle is an immensely 
sociable activity and, with so many clubs 
being deliberately family-friendly, selling a 
classic car might not be the default choice it 
might seem, once your bundle of joy arrives. 

For reasons of originality and choice, 
certain enthusiasts might neither wear nor fit 
safety belts, providing the law is not broken. 
Yet, transporting children, particularly those 
under three years-old, dictates a different 
attitude. By law, babies and infants must be 
transported within a dedicated restraint, 
which has to be tethered securely by the 
vehicle's safety belts. 

While you might be supportive of the 
classic scene, fitting a period child seat might 
be suitable for Concours d'Elegance judges 
but it must not serve any practical purpose. 
Even though a wealth of advice is applicable 
for the latest restraints in relation to modern 
cars, classic owners should be aware of 
additional issues and not every model will 
accommodate them. Safety must always be 
the priority. With a little planning and 
research, the best products and solutions 
can be found for your children and classic. 
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QuickFit Safety Belt 
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(Classic car safety belt restoration and fitting 
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Road, Stanmore, Middlesex, HA7 1EP 

0208 206 0101 
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Stourport Body and 


Restoration 

Sandy Lane, Stourport, Worcestershire 
07740805555 

www.lustforrust.co.uk 


RoSPA - Royal Society 
for the Prevention of 
Accidents 

(Further child seat safety advice) 
Www.rospa.com 
www.childcarseats.org.uk 


TRL —- Transport 
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www.trl.co.uk 
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Bonnick 
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Fitting Child Seats 


What the law says 


Children aged less than three must use the 
appropriate child restraint, held by a safety 
belt. Classics with no safety belts in the rear 
cannot transport children aged under three 
on the back seat and none at all can be 
carried, if the front passenger seat lacks a 
safety belt too. 

Only if no rear safety belts are fitted, can 
older children be carried unrestrained. 
Otherwise, the appropriate child restraint 
must be used, until the occupant reaches 
135cms tall or 12-years of age, whichever 
occurs first. After then, an adult belt must be 
worn at all times. Until the passenger reaches 
their 14th birthday, the driver is responsible 
for ensuring compliance with the law. 

Aside from the legal angle, you might be 
liable for damages, if you failed to carry 
somebody else's child safely in your classic. 


Using the front seat 

If your car is not fitted with belts in the 

rear, child restraints can be used 
legally on the front passenger seat, providing 
the safety belt is fitted in accordance with the 
manufacturer's instructions. Position the seat as 
far back from the fascia as possible. 


Check the seat/ 
G squab security 
Certain 2-door classics, such as this 
Triumph Herald, possess front seats that are 
neither anchored nor latched firmly to the floor. 
Consider fitting a fixed frame, if you plan to carry 
a child restraint on the seat. 
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Early Efforts 
1 Child restraints have changed as much 
in forty years as cars have, as this 
1971 RoSPA's posters, shows. They become 
larger but also impact absorbing qualities have 
been enhanced considerably. Fitting the latest 
restraint to a classic car is eminently possible. 


Watching the buckle 
4 The front safety belt buckle on most 
classic cars is fixed to the floor and 
not the seat frame. When moving the 
passenger's front seat position, bear in mind 
that the safety belt webbing’s location, on either 
the restraint or the child, is likely to change. 


Prod for weaknesses 
7 Whether you decide to fit safety belts 
or not inspect for corrosion on the 
mounting points, by prodding around the area 
with a sharp tool. MoT inspectors, equipped 
with a small plastic hammer, might not be as 
vigorous as they need to be. 


= ed 
The present day 
Modern child restraints are tested 
vigorously. They rest on the car's seat 
and are secured by the standard-fit safety belts. 
The occupant is strapped into the restraint and, 
with the exception of booster cushions, is 
surrounded by impact-absorbent padding. 


No rear belts... 
5 If rear safety belts are not fitted, such 
as to the pictured Daimler, it is illegal 
to carry any child under three years-old on the 
back seat. You can carry older children 
unrestrained, without a booster seat/cushion, 
although most, wisely, choose to fit safety belts. 


Consider the 
8 unthinkable 
The strength needed to limit a child 
restraint’s movement in an impact, puts safety 
belt mountings through their ultimate test. This 
mounting had weakened it to such an extent 
that it was likely to fail under stress. 
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Fitting Child Seats 


Check the metal 
2] Apart from the safety belt mountings 
that are fixed to the bodywork, check 
the belt’s metal brackets and fasteners for 
security, corrosion or stress fractures. Ensure 
that all bolts are tight and that static belts adjust 
easily, every time. 


~~ 


Check the fabric 
10 Inspect the full belt webbing for cuts, 
twists or frays. An MoT inspector 
should pick up any obvious damage but, 
because dismantling the car during the MoT test 
is prohibited, check the webbing’s condition in 


inaccessible areas, too. 
Da 
AS 


w 


OE belts, or not? 
11 Certain classics might have aircraft- 

style buckles fitted and these are still 
available, for owners that value the authentic 
period look. These are unsuitable for child 
restraints, as the buckle renders the safety belt 
incompatible. 


Happy compromise 
A ‘combined’ safety belt can be 
integrated that is equipped with both 
period and modern-type buckles, which can be 
tucked out-of-sight at car shows. An owner 
might wish to buy modern belts to preserve the 
look and fit of the originals. 


12 


Don’t extend belts 
14 If a belt is too short to fit around a 
child restraint, a safety belt extension 
is not recommended, because the car's original 
buckle is likely to make contact with the seat's 
chassis and it might unlatch in an impact. 


Pull and return 
13 Inertia belts should retract and return 
smoothly. Certain older inertia safety 
belts do not lock automatically, when tugged by 
hand. Instead, they tend to lock under heavy 
braking. The locking reel can be tested but only 
on an empty road at low speed. 


The appropriate child restraints 


STAGE 1 - Groups 0 and 
0+. Child weight from °--., 
birth to 10-13 kgs 
Rear-facing baby seats 
provide optimum 

protection to the head, 

neck and spine, more so 
than forward-facing 
equivalents, assuming the 
seat's weight limit is not 
exceeded and the child’s 
head does not protrude 
above the backrest. It is 
preferable to place 
them on the back 
seat, as long as 
safety belts are 
fitted. 
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STAGE 2 - Group 1 - Child weight to 9-18 kgs 
Forward-facing child seats include an integral 
five-point harness and side impact protection. As 
always, work to the weight limits set by the child 
restraint’s manufacturer. 


STAGE 3 — GROUPS 2 and 3: 

Child weight to 15-36 kgs ......., 
A booster seat is the next * 

logical progression but these 

types rely on the vehicle's 
safety belt to hold both the 
seat and its occupant safely. 
Note that booster cushions / 
alone offer zero side 
impact protection but they 
are a minimum legal 
requirement, so the adult 
safety belt fits the child 
correctly. Only children 
over 135cms tall or 12 
years-old can travel 
without either a 
booster seat or 
cushion. 


Sponsored by 


rm 2 


www.draper.co.uk 


Fitting Child Seats 


Long belts needed? Static and lap advice 


Old webbing RIP 
15 Generally, rear-facing baby seats 16 While static 3-point safety belts are 17 If your classic has been in an impact, 
require longer webbings than suitable for child seats, lap belts are ensure that the safety belts have been 
forward-facing ones. If your classic’s belts are not recommended, because they often do not changed. The webbing stretches by a fixed 
too short, certain makes of child restraint have tether the child restraint adequately, so the amount, to reduce the forces inflicted on the 
different securing routes and so try before you occupant may have to be transported up-front wearer — protection that might not be afforded 
buy or fit longer aftermarket belts. instead. (See step 26) twice. Replace for peace of mind. 


© 


e 


Rear anchor points Mounting points 
13 Original safety belts can be re-webbed 19 Most classics from the ‘60s had front 20 If your car is devoid of pre-drilled 


using new material, and is available in belts fitted. If you choose to fit safety mounting points, choose where to 
a host of colours. Belts should be manufactured _ belts to the rear, many models (pictured is a attach the belts carefully. The area needs to 
under European Standard R16 and comply with MkIll Triumph GT6) were fitted with reinforced be strong enough to tolerate the impact 
1S09002 quality control standards. Pre-73 belts anchor points for two diagonal safety belts. forces and additional reinforcement might be 
should comply with British Standard BS3254. needed. 


= 


Types of restraint Forward facing 


False economy 
21 Choose a child restraint that is 22 Babies that weigh less than 9kg, who 23 Never place a child in a restraint that is 
appropriate to the infant's size and cannot sit up unaided, should be of an inappropriate size. Apart from 
weight. Generally speaking, there are four restrained in a rear-facing baby seat. Once the potentially being uncomfortable during the 
individual types, a rear-facing baby seat, a head is above the backrest’s top, the restraint journey, a child that is too small might be 
front-facing baby seat, a booster cushion (with needs upgrading to a larger one. injured by the restraint or thrown from it during 
no side impact protection) and a booster seat. an impact. 
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Fitting Child Seats 


Second-hand risks 
24 Just as a safety belt is impact 
absorbing, so is a child restraint. Never 
buy a second-hand from an unknown source. It 
might appear undamaged but its internal 
strength could be compromised. Older seats 
might be built to an obsolete safety standard. 


Keep it tight 
27 The restraint should be held firmly by 
the belt, ensuring that it is not slack, 
especially if static safety belts are used. Should 
the belt be loose, the occupant might be thrown 
forwards. Certain restraints are equipped with a 
locking device, to prevent the belt from slipping. 


Alternative mount 
30 A possible solution for ‘buckle 
crunch’ in the rear is to move the 
buckle to an alternative mounting point 
beneath the seat. Do not be tempted to plug 
the tongue into the buckle of an adjacent 
safety belt. 
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A lack of space 

Certain sports and four-door classics, 
such as the Austin A30/A35, Morris 
Minor etc. have very limited space for the rear 
seat passengers. Ensure that there is sufficient 
space to install the child restraint and try out a 
new Seat for size, prior to parting with any cash. 


25 


Check the shape 
2 It is essential to ensure that the child 
restraint rests evenly on the car seat. 
Some classics feature narrow, short cushions 
that might not accommodate a bulky child 
restraint adequately. Don’t take measurements 
from your car, drive it to a child restraint retailer. 


2, 


Seating a baby 
31 A baby restraint’s integral 

harness should be adjusted 
correctly. While it should be close-fitting, it 
must not be too tight. No more than two 
fingers should fit between the infant's 
chest and the harness. 


Using lap belts 
26 Although lap belts cannot be used 
generally, some restraints are sold, for 
children that weigh between 9 and 18kgs. 
Britax’s Eclipse forward-facing seat is one of 
these types and incorporates an integral 
harness to secure the child within it. 


Buckle crunch 
2 The buckle must not touch the child 
restraint’s chassis. This is a common 
with classic cars, because child seats tend to be 
very bulky. The buckle is placed under 
additional strain and the risk of it unlatching is 
increased. 


Seating children 
32 Booster cushions and child safety 
seats use the 3-point safety belt to 
hold both the child and restraint into position. 
The lap belt must be positioned over the pelvic 
region, not the stomach, and the diagonal strap 
should rest on the shoulder, not the neck. (Mi 
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by professionals. : “a 2 oot Low amp operation - FROM ONLY 


ideal for auto bodywork 


TIGER 14/100 WITH FROM ONLY & mild/stainless steel 


BR F203 
BIG 100LTR FROM ONLY iNC.V A 
Ain RECEIVER. ONLY] | 1N-STORE/ONLINE © 4 ;59,, Ro) was £203,98 


£203.98 


£299.98 EXC.VAT Gh Wd: are inc.VAT Q0EN 24-90 
£359.98 INC.VAT 3 HOSEN 30-100 £215.98 
CAT29B Air Hammer N51EN 30-150 £239.98 


Big 50 litre air receiver, 14.5cfm air oma 
displacement © Suitable for powering all aed 6" est oes i ATI00 «8/85 =: 1-2.5mm 


Cast iron NGOEN 30-150 £298.80 


pumps On commonly used air tools & spray equipment CAT22B Vo" Sq. Drive Ratchet AT131* 5130 1.5-4.0mm : 
Twin ands pure ince seit) ° carz7B |" Airdril “9g|(AATI50_ 5/150 1-4mm ke Hood SASIGAS MIs 
PG ENGINE STANDS |{\carz3c_ 1" sq, Impact Wrench 


Motor overload protection * Petrol models available ‘ 
| T T FROM ONLY CAT221B 14pce '/2" Ratchet set a . Ready to go, just add your 
“ih Clarke 


£, 299 CAT32B High Speed Saw u , own choice of wire, gas, 
CAT73 Hydraulic Riveter ARC - regulator & headshield 


SEeCi00 14 3 100 £36000 £408.80 Pye St through 360" WELDERS ura Fan copied tee 
SEV6CIS0E 14. 3 180 £586.80 ’ pe For home user, Sees eae 
so 8 i 200 £546.80 fH Fully tested "653.90 INC VAT <— aid Leap t _ 
0 x 4 r od and industria 
SESH 23 55 200 £958.80 to proof load CES750A (sHown) Agee TTT gt Panplications. 
SEH © 30 «7.5 «© 270-£979.00 £174.80 Rotates through 360°} aig Fal SS [From on 
SE20% 28 2x3 270 £1162.80 ig Engines up to 340Kg j © : € , 4: 
SE7OH# ©6670 «15 «= (300 £2998.80  * Includes é 4 A110 40-100 ! 
SE46 64010270 £1794.00| 7 al a tool tray } 105N 40-100 35/135 
SE9O 90 20 300 £3358.80) v a @ H15N 30-110 40/140 
i 160N 40-150 40/160 
H9ON 50-185 40/180 


5 PIECE AIR Four swivel castors for easy movement in rT em | LOTEN# 35-180 
TOOL KIT confined spaces  H/D steel construction rhc |235TEN# 40-210 


% | KiT1000 (024 rating 500kg per dolly 


p STRUT SPRING 
” COMPRESSOR i 


Clark 


> 6 PIECE ANTI Foot operated 


Includes foot pedal lift, no need 
to jack vehicle up first Jacks 


sold as singles, buy 4 for <j. FATIGUE MATTING | hydraulic powered . 
oat vehicle mobility ry : ™ a2 Adjustable for spring up to . 
ry “ 2 Or< } = ial & 254mm , 


£SSiitin a : Yoke travel: 340mm t . ty 


i i ith qui Pro sander polisher, Weight 31.5kg . 
Gun ¢ Tyre inflator * Recoil hose with quick 
couplers Also available 3 pce Air Tool Kit - KIT600 Includes hook & loop 99:38, UUU 
“ Ko 


i i backing pad and hook 
* 7 Paraffin spray gun, tyre Prephtart = Only & loop wool polishing T 


Clarke JACKS ca 


Paraffin spray gun * Blow gun « Paint Spray 


6 interlocking foam tiles protect flooring & 
provide extra comfort when standing or kneeling 
CP185 bonnet. © Strong & durable © Each tile is 610mm x 
610mm « Covers up to 2.23m? 


S Blast away paint, surface a We » HYDRAULIC 
Po 
Quick << rust, scale, burrs, carbon Clarke PRESSES i N§ ¢ Tough angled 
& dirt & revitalise 4 Wa yj steel construction 
LIFT, , is dit & revitalise f PROFESSIONAL QUALITY | Peres 
F a. few 10chn Pee = | ; Built for tough daily use in | ¥ 
JACKS ALSO c : ’ Ideal for polishing y automotive/industrial 
IN STOCK UP pg (our standing minuels \ paintwork on cars, J workshops AML 8 


All models 
CR2 2000KG 


include gauge & ad 
Z239itin . BUPAICRW25 2500KG 


10 ton bench £239.98 | Mia 


TO 10 TONNE ye cTJ30006 £10922, boats, etc. « Inc. 3 


109 polishing bonnets 
or 98 By & 3 wax applicator 
: : bonnets * 230V CP254 


CTUZ000QL Quick Lift 195-520 £44.99 £53.99 


T J | Ly 
CTJ3000G Garage Jack 120-520 £95.98] |] |¢SB20B Compact Cabinet Bench r S - 10 ton floor £263.98 | Bt itl 
CTJ3QLG Pro Instant Lift 145-520 £100.79) \}sB30 Large Cabinet Floor t IF ion Hie 98} } 1) | > TONNE 


TROLLEY 
JACKS » 
# voted Best Buy in * s 


Car Mechanics Test a 


£4.99 EX.VAT £5.99 INC .VAT os backs & headrests * Swivel CTJ2B DIY 


» SPRAY a ¢ i £1798.80 bd 
rke guns : 
@ CAR CREEPERS 


Retractable air hose reels for i HUGE CHOICE oe 


garages and workshops, \ IN-STORE/ "3 4 anes 5 
with ratchet ? i) ONLINE £41 3x%1) AVAILABLE FROM } | Oil resistant vinyl covered padded 


hose release, aa castors for easy § ict Jaq Quick Lift 
DY JSC, 1.3mm CW2D10Ltrs Bench pel CTu20LG ~——_—Pro Instant 
£39709 Sand Blasting SB3 £20.39/BicwiD  45Ltrs _—‘Floor CTJ20016 Pro Garage : 
\ Pro 1.2mm, CWM20 22.5Ltrs Floor XVAT CTJ2GLC # Pro Long High Lift 
CARSPC : 1.4mm, 1.8mm cw40__75Ltrs__Floor £QGirtir 
Plastic case # Steel case Super Pro 1.4mm/1.8mm a 


AP15, 2.2mm 


a » ARC ACTIVATED 
Clarke CwC36 Car creeper "26:9 HYDRAULIC fam & 
*” HEADSHIELDS ji cicas with adjustable headrest £32.39 eke 
CMcs0 Folding car creeper £47,93|)| BOTTLE snons| Se 
a” | 
— METAL FOLDER —— 


We » BENCH MOUNTED 
Clarke =. ~ as 
- Y Vice mounted makes bending sheet metal fast ) | 2 tonne £9.59 8 tonne 9 £21.59 
& easy ¢ Ideal for general metal fabrications 4 tonne £14.39 12 tonne £29.99 
9 £17.99 20 tonne £ 


CARQPC* 9M PVC 200psi £39.59 
CAR15PC* 15M PVC 300psi £65.99 
CAR8MC# 8M Rubber 300psi £5 £65.99 


1d i p35 
‘go| | AXLE STANDS _ 
ICAR15MC#15M Rubber 300psi £89.99 


Ratchet action for an 
quick height 
adjustment ¥ 
Soldinpairs 


Great for batch . 6 tonne £ 
production of 


LOW ENTRY fgg CAX-3TBC 3 300-430mm 
ONLY 79MM 9 a4 CAX-6TBC 6 400-615mm £ £33.59 


Activates instantly 
when Arc is struck © Protects to EN379 
Suitable for arc, MIG, TIG & gas welding 


SAVE OVER £50 
OFF OUR NORMAL PRICE 


- only 10.3kg i x 

1.25 tonne capacity £ 98 
Rubber contact pad helps T7 wi 16 7itcin 
prevent damage to vehicle Inc. 17, 19, 21 


Ideal for shaping large 
panels or aluminium @ 
with smooth or E 


& 23mm chrome CFCSOOF */2 ton folding £167.93) compound curves Thisurcar “ 
; ‘ vanadium sockets CFC100 1 ton folding £179.98 Quick adjust lower value a includes 
Quick & easy height 1 hour battery , JEFCIOOOLR ton — £179.98 £215.98) 9 anvil yoke for easy CTC900 9 drawer 
adjustment Height charger & 2: long reach levelling chest & CTC500 
265mm — 390mm DAyNi-Cd Peo a f . |CFC1000 1 ton folding £263.98 Material capacity:  - he & drawer cabinet "PRR? 
Batteries Bg. |HDFC2_1 ton pro folding £598.80) steel 16 gauge / copper Includes the 
ay Ban £4 O7iitin IR24) ey * Folding and fixed) | & aluminium 14 gauge most popular 
&. r f . _ — ‘frames available Includes 7 anvil rollers sockets, spanners 
WisHiseinevivl a |Corded CEW1000 450Nm £65.99) Fully tested “4A Robust, rugged constructio £499°2°, | = pliers, drivers, 
- Cordless CIR450  450Nm 9.98 £143.98) \loproofload Greig _ * Overioad safety val "59829, i wrenches etc > 
= —— 


ke 


Integral work light 
Extra long 1M leads 


e500 4008 900A 
310 400A 900A 


F F FROM ONLY 
910 includes air 

£. r) 
compressor 46xin } 


Long life battery (i-{-frare 


4000 700A 1500A 
12/24 1000A@12v 2000A@12v 


500A@24v 1000A@24v 


Glarke ¢oncnarors 


| OW q n GF 
over I 2 
| PRODUCTS 


CEBRITO 


A IT | 
WW. t 


a 


VAC WET & DRY m - JETSTAR PRESSURE 
VACUUM CLEANERS | Golaurize 


WHEN ORDERING . ey performance wet & dry 


Honda engine 


models available 


vacuum cleaners for 
use around the home, 
workshop, garage etc. 


WASHERS 4==5 


yl G1000 Lightweight & compact FROM ONLY 
23920 pressure washers Eq 7938. 
EDS Siow Detergent applicator for 5 98 
ot A range of extra cleaning power + 2 15 iin 
+ CHECK FRAME TYPE — compact, high 


- PETROL POWER 
> WASHERS 


Honda & Diesel 
“ay engine models 
PLS190 available 


G720 0.7 = 


FG2000 24 6.5 is het ir ‘ca “ u noe 1700 ee ae .98 £215.98 

Produces pure sine wave & stable power, FG3000 2.8 . £263.98) I \cvac2oP 1250w  16/12Itr £53.99 Ww psi 9 ; iger 2500 2465psi 98 £299.98 
essential for computers & sensitive equipment |) |FG3050 £430.80) wo1000 1000w 13.5/12Itr £59.98] §) 51900 2000w 195 7psi 98 £95.98} |) \Tiger 2900 2900psi 6.5 £359.98 

Max output: 1G1000, 1000w Max output: |G2200, FG4050ES 4, t £551.98) # icvac20ss 1400W 16/12ltr £68.39 Jet 7000 1800w 1450psi .98 £155.98} 9 IPLS190 2697psi 6.5 .98 £455.98 

2200w « 4 stroke engine © Super quiet running . £646.80)9 Icyaco5Ss 1400w —_19/17Itr £77.99 PLS260__3625psi_13 10 £682.80 


ly 64dBA at 7M 1/4 load) © Li il shut di ia Ss { 
Opal for pete paethig ets. iis he BODY REPAIR ——————E = Clarke [ hits Cae an Gr 
KITS Da yi HOT WASHER | [ie 
10 TON KIT uty pump, Clarke : Hl 1.8kW (2.4Hp) motor » j ie) 


ram, wedge ram & accessories, MiaUCIA@a) BATTERY BW © 110 Bar (1595psi) 


ee - Jin a tough steel case. *84:xin I] CHARGERS ENGINE (F E |} max. Pump pressure D nc £995, | 
Golcured mop or tel ae only [ME STARTERS MAQUI CII I For fast, effective K 120 bar, 1800psi max. _ 
ay £179.98 INC VAT 99 aa | ing | ‘ ump pressure * 1700w A 

cleaning, pure cotton mop \ = = f° Ammeter Vet cleaning Seat 9 year guarantee WAS #125,99 inc.VAT] 


for high polish finish & bi Multi-position 
EE cs neu EEE een J Eat es 
: x VAT i098 raf vir FA Diki0) accessories A Ny | oncharging cycle 
Ex VAT £35.98 Inc VAT lar’ navi 
Miltisx + 


. . 7 , ui \ es 

Clarke BENCH GRINDERS tT) | BC1O0N 15/100 £57.59 ! vs j 

& STANDS BC190 38/180 £107.98 - —<s Cleaner & Fixed ) | 
_ a 


BC130N 15/120 £71.98 - Patio Cleaner, Drain 
STAND AVAILABLE FROM ONLY BC210N 25/200 £113.99 Wash Brush 
£39.98 EX.VAT £47.98 INC.VAT Enables the rewinding of a sey Pat £155.98 WORTH £72.37 mc.var 


Stands come complete 


; 520 Itr/hr water 


i 
£86259 ae flow rate bi 120.3-6 


7 pistons back into the core _ still 
with bolt mountings and Miroir on most disc brake «gai ey BC520N 50/510 Kit includes: e 
feet anchor holes e WITH LIGHT callipers . ; RAS Height adjustable stand with clamp FROM ONLY 


15 adaptor plates : Rotary tool * 1m flexible drive mS 


whetstone & 6"drystone. 


SANDBLASTERS 


FROM ONLY i to suit a wide variety a\e \ 40x accessories/consumables. < £4 i228 
oa: = Clarke = | Nes isroaty 
£3 Qiu AT ry nar a INC. DISC Ld f tungsten steel 
CBG8W features 8" “We . xian See Haid) SIPHON FEED Supplied in 


metal storage case, 


+ With sanding belt s Quickly remove paint, except 16pce 
M10} ssrugeill surface rust, dirt/grease etc. <= 4 

Adal Balen cDiis 115 row £25 9 «Minimum compressor ' tice UNCIUNFINET 10.98 £2498 
CBGERP © DIY 150mm £26 Z RIMM ICONII5 § 115 1010w £32 aa Se ciwatienl » W bespcet Metric £27.59 
Ee ‘ CAG2350__ 230mm 2300W. lightweight, easily portable , J |) 33pce# Metric/UNF/BSP £35.98 


i32pce Metric £47.98 


(CBG6RWC HD 150mm f : [ ty > CHAIN FROM ONLY (7/7 Wy 5 
CBGERSC =HD 200mm 72000 907kg i Clarke BLOCKS CX os #28pce Best Budget Buy, $3pce wp 


CBG8W (wet) HD_150/200mm £53. b 1360kg . 
1814kg i Hardened alloy FROM ONLY 
2268kg . steel chain 
4309kg y Mechanical load 


= brake * CE approved £53i CPSB1 14litre  100psi £41.99 
6 SPEED = CAR TRANSPORTER 


SARA MBEERES) foaath croe ree 
343 87-11 6psi 98) pel, | GUARANTEE'* 
METAL LATHE Lmarenas Hi ccHi000 1000Kg 3.2m £65.99 Se.” 
WITH 12 SPEED - \ ff} cc2000 2000Kg 3.3m £83.98 6 e p qT » PRESSURISED 
MILL DRILL Peppa (i c3000 3000K0 3.4m £107.98 Mare 
Heavy duty steel construction { / ~ 


SANDBLASTER ; 7 
CAPACITY | tc ke DRILL PRESSE } sandblaster for the quick {_of Sr eames or ~ 
- removal of surface rust, paint, , Bios | 
b | 4 a RATCHETS, SPANNERS ppoiss [2 Ry 
1 AND SOCKET SETS 


£4 


HAND 
PEG TooLs 


CCH500B 500Kq 3.2m £53.99 


7 Tables tilt 0-45° gay bel dirt/grease etc. | 
Plait METAL LATHE Lethe NOM 64xi| INCLUDES q *26itin 


300mm between centres * LH/RH thread Depth gauge C7720 SANDBLASTING GUN, 
FULL RANGE screw cutting ¢ Electronic variable speed Gear pcguck guards, ed Ae | DELIVERY HOSE, 4 1 
change set © Self centering 3 jaw chuck & guard F=Floor standin CERAMIC NOZZLES | 1el FROM ONLY 
OF ACCESSORIES | R-wrnren CL300M = g AND SAFETY HOOD b 


AVAILABLE ae ] cn me 
430mm between centres . 4 oy” 0 Tra 


ia wait ~ vel CDP5DD = —250/5 9 c 98 |CPSB100 
Compound slide with 4 way tool post 4 "3 ——— CDPI01B 245/5 ‘ SS ; 


Power fed screw cutting facility I ; 
Forward/reverse lathe operation i ' CDP1S1B 30/5 


i ill/dri i a r= CDP-10B 370/12 
Clutch for independent mill/drill operation coP301B 510/12 


ALSO AVAILABLE: "00 
L430 - As above but without the Mill/Drill head CDPASIF 510/16 
£778.80 INC VAT §538 3%. CDPSOIF 980/12 


(CPSB100 32 litre 6-19 cfm 


P £129.98 £155.98 
— CPSB200_63\itre 12-20 cfm £15 


£191.98 


NEW STORES OPE i 
BARNSLEY Pontefract Rd, Barnsley, S71 1EZ 01226 732297 GATESHEAD 50 Lobley Hill Rd. NE8 4XA 0191 493 2520 NOTTINGHAM 211 Lower Parliament St. 0115 956 1811 ! r 4 D. AYS I 
B’HAM GREAT BARR 4 Birmingham Rd. 0121 358 7977 GLASGOW 280 Gt Western Rd. G4 9EJ 0141 332.9231 PETERBOROUGH 417 Lincoln Rd. Millfield 01733311770 te ee 
B’HAM HAY MILLS 1152 Coventry Rd, Hay Mills _ 0121 7713433 GLOUCESTER 221A Barton St. GL1 4HY 01452 417948 PLYMOUTH 58-64 Embankment Rd. PL4 SHY 01752 254050 
BOLTON 1 Thynne St. BL3 6BD 01204 365799 GRIMSBY ELLIS WAY, DN32 9BD 01472 354435 pooLe 137-139 Bournemouth Rd. Parkstone 01202 717913 
BRADFORD 105-107 Manningham Lane. BD1 3BN 01274 390962 HULL 8-10 Holderness Rd. HU9 1EG 01482 223161 poRTSMOUTH 277-283 Copnor Rd. Copnor 023 9265 4777 
BRISTOL 1-2 Church Re, Lawrence Hil, BSS 9). O117 5 1060_ LEEDS 227-729 Kristal Ad. LS4 28S. oria2a1 aon PRESTON 53 Blackpool Rd. ER2 6BU O77 168 

~ 4 fe’ 1 5 

BURTON UPON TRENT 12a Lichfield St. DE14 302 01283 564 708 LEICESTER 69 Melton Rd. LE4 6PN 0116 261 0688 an ON a eee IN-STORE 
CARDIFF 44-46 City Rd. CF24 3DN 029 2046 5424 LINCOLN Unit 5. The Pelham Centre. LNS 8HG 01522 543 036_ CouuaMpTON 516-518 Portswood Rd aaa pace rea = 
CARLISLE 85 London Rd. CA1 2LG 01228 591666 LIVERPOOL 80-88 London Rd. L3 5NF G15! 70D AMSA  caitiated 14 Ttmtonid. Leigh on Sea 01702 43 742 59 SUPERSTORES 
CHESTER 43-45 St. James Street. CH1 3EY 01244 311258 LONDON CATFORD* 289/291 Southend Lane SE63RS © 0208 695 5684 etd) 
COLCHESTER 4 North Station Rd. CO1 1RE 01206 762831 LONDON 6 Kendal Parade, Edmonton N18 020 8803 0861 STOKE-ON-TRENT 382-396 Waterloo Rd. Hanley _01782 287321 
COVENTRY Bishop St. CV1 1H 024 7622 4227 LONDON 503-507 Lea Bridge Rd. Leyton, E10 020 8558.8284 SUNDERLAND 13-15 Ryhope Rd. Grangetown _0191 510 8773 ONLINE 
CROYDON 423-427 Brighton Rd, Sth Croydon 020 8763 0640 LONDON 100 The Highway, Docklands 020 7488 2129 SWANSEA 7 Samlet Rd. Llansamlet. SA7 9AG 01792 792969 _ . 
DARLINGTON 214 Northgate. DL1 1RB 01325 380 841 MAIDSTONE 57 Upper Stone St. ME15 6HE 01622 769572 SWINDON 21 Victoria Rd. SN1 SAW ieee | | WWW.machinemart.co.uk 
DEAL (KENT) 182-186 High St. CT14 6BQ 01304 373 434 MANCHESTER ALTRINCHAM 71 Manchester Rd. Altrincham 0161 9412666 TWICKENHAM 83-85 Heath Rd.TW1 4AW 020 8892 9117 
DERBY Derwent St. DE1 2ED 01332 290 931 MANCHESTER OPENSHAW* Unit 5, Tower Mill, Ashton Old Rd0161 223 8376 WARRINGTON Unit 3, Hawley’s Trade Pk. 01925 630 937 MAIL ORDER 
DONCASTER Wheatley Hall Road 01302 245999 MANSFIELD 169 Chesterfield Rd. South 01623 622160 WIGAN* 2 Harrison Street, WNS 9AU 01942 323 785 
DUNDEE 24-26 Trades Lane. DD1 3ET 01382 225 140 MIDDLESBROUGH Mandale Triangle, Thornaby (01642 677881 WOLVERHAMPTON Parkfield Rd. Bilston 01902 494186 0844 880 1250 
EDINBURGH 163-171 Piersfield Terrace 0131 6595919 NORWICH 282a Heigham St.NR24LZ_ __—_—_—(01603 766402 WORCESTER 48a Upper Tything. WR1 1uZ 01905 723451 , 
18803 Minimum call charges from a BT landline are Sp/min to 0844. Calls from mobiles and other networks may vary. 


For security reasons, calls may be monitored. All prices correct at time of going to press. We reserve the right to change products and prices at any time. All offers subject to availability, E&OE. 


Project Peerless 


/ 


f = 


Here's one | broke 
earlier. Frame fitted 
loosely on car. 


I'VE CRACKED IT... 


How to fit (and not fit) mega rare side window glass into a frame. 


WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GARY STRETTON 


utting to the chase, | broke a brand 

new, laminated side glass for the 

Peerless trying to fit it- one of only 

two made by Auto Windscreens for 
me before they went bust. Bugger. | still 
have both originals, so I'll spare you any 
drama. It could be worse — Perspex. 

| was doing the dry run, prior to 
photographing the sequence you see here. 
The new glass (yer honour) is thicker than 
the non-laminated original and fractured 
under stress in the splendidly rechromed 
driver's side frame (S&T Chrome, Bristol) 
near the quarterlight locking bracket. 

I'd bought rubber seal at Beaulieu 
Autojumble from Woolies last year, as close 
a match to the decayed seals removed when 
| dismantled the frames and glass for 
chroming and glass sizing. | was trying to use 
the new seal on both sides of the glass, as 
expected. It was a very tight fit, due to the 
thicker glass. It was fitted, after a hour or so, 
but no sooner had | began fitting the end 
piece than | noticed the tiny crack that grew. 
So, now using an original glass, | persevered, 
determined to finish what I'd started. 

By this timer, I'd decided to use the rubber 
seal only as spacing rubber. I'll use a modern 
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glass sealant, probably Sikaflex-256. It won't 
degrade and will seal the frames completely. 
The frames’ original inner brackets were 
scrap due to the original perished rubber. 

| protected the new chrome using masking 
tape, to prevent accidental scratches and 
allow relaxed working. 

First job was to make new ‘L’ brackets to 
hold the frames together. I’d managed to 
source locally quality alloy bar, perfect in 
1/4" inch width for keeping the frames 
straight. The brackets are small, so | cut 
lengths longer, to make handling them 
easier. The lengths were then bent into 
shape using a hammer and vice. Templates 
taken from the frame allowed quick 
reference checks for the required angles. 

Each bracket angle was checked inside the 
frame and adjusted if necessary. The drill 
holes could then be marked up. 

From there, each was held in a pillar drill 
vice and drilled correctly for an M4 thread. | 
chose metric because the stainless steel CSK 
screws | want to use are metric and easier to 
find than imperial. Being alloy, cutting the 
threads with a tap was straightforward. 

The frames were assembled without glass 
to ensure the shape and fit was correct, on 


and off the car. Small differences in angle 
could affect the final fit. 

Happy with the frame shape, it was time 
for the glass. Rubber seal was cut into strips, 
folded in half and placed inside the frame at 
various points. The glass was then guided 
into position between the strips and pushed 
firmly in. Compared to the thicker new glass, 
this was a doddle and confirmed my decision 
to use a modern sealant for longevity. 

The end piece was screwed into place and 
the frame checked in its aperture on the car 
again. Success, and a huge relief. 

| then decided to try again with the 
second new glass for the passenger side 
window. | figured | had nothing to lose, new 
or not, if the glass really was too thick for 
the frames, I'd rather know about it now. 
This time, | devised another method using 
the seal only on the outer side of the glass, 
again for spacing. This method worked. The 
glass wasn’t stressed, but it was also in 
contact with the metal frame, so hardly the 
ideal solution. 

Once Sikaflex-256 is applied but not cured, 
I'll remove the strips, allowing the glass to 
move slightly and me to apply sealant on the 
inside, too. This will prevent glass-to-metal 


Sponsored by 


‘DRAPER —— 
SD (ORPER) we. Bil Project Peerless 


Remnant of old Using a template to 
bracket used only for check the angle of a 
measuring length of new bracket. 


new alloy bar. 
> tS 


New glass and rechromed frames. 


|g Bracket marked 
o ready for drilling the 
tap pilot hole. 


4° 
‘ 


Trial fit of bracket, 
checking for angle. 


The new laminated glass, (yer 
honoun), is thicker than the 
original toughened glass and 
fractured under stress in the 
rechromed frames 


Stainless steel countersunk screw being fitte 
Smaller headed M4 CSK’s are on back orde 


contact. If in the meantime | can find a 
thinner rubber seal (and | mean thin) that 
will be used on both sides and Sikaflex-256 
applied. I'll apply the Sikaflex once I’ve made 
good both the front door window glass 
retainers. Both new door glasses will then be 
bonded into their retainers. It makes sense to 
wait until then, which shouldn't be long, as 
once opened, the sealant is best used lest it 
cures in storage. It also gives me the chance 
to find the thinner sealing rubber. 

Although | was hugely annoyed with 
myself for the broken glass it does highlight 
just how little the tolerances can be between 
components and materials. The original glass 
is toughened and arguably less brittle. More 
importantly, it’s also thinner. Although Auto 
Windscreens don’t make glass anymore, I’m 
confident it can be made again by Tyneside 
Glass. Until next month, I'll just keep calm 
and carry on. 


Glass fitted, and prior to the rubber strips pee Both frames complete: One with new glass, the 
being trimmed with a sharp knife. other with original. The colour match is good. 
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YOUR CM 
Back Issues 


DON'T MISS OUT 


Want to catch up with the best buying, restoration and technical advice? 
We hold the past six issues, so order your copy now... 


FREE aii 


2012 CALENDAR .- 


BUYING | RESTORING | REPAIRING S 


Issue 185 Jan 2012 


London To Cape Town Triumph 2500 
WM Rover P5 vs Jaguar MkX 

@ MG LE50- World's first driving feature 
Hillman Minx saloon 

@ Best Products of 2011 

@ Ford 300E British Gas van 

@ Morris Flat-Four Van 

@ Smiths heater rebuild 


Three bestsetiers 
offering economics, 
Practical. feeigood fur. 


MILLIONS ®#05s 


Bry TECH) Serseh tw 
GUIDES 


GANGES | EAR 


Issue 189 May 2012 


W@ Gilberns compared 

Wi Citroén CX Drive Buy 

M@ Beetle, Minor & Renault 4 compared 
M MGF & XJ6 10/10 Buying Guide 

W@ Turner 9508, Fiesta Supersport restos 
Spitfire Type 9 gearbox conversion 

@ Electric window repairs 

Axle stands tested 


THE UK’S MOST PRACTICAL CLASSIC CAR MAGAZINE 


| RESTORING j REPAIRING 


CLASSIC 


Issue 186 Feb 2012 
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PROTECTED: Porsche 911 
fully zinc phosphated with an 
P electrophoretic immersion coating 


offering the ultimate in 
: corrosion protection. 


BEFORE: 
Porshe 911 


before treatment. mW 


STRIPPED: 
Porsche 911 chemically 
stripped and de-rusted. 


Over 2000 shells and panel sets have 
successfully received the SPL Treatment. 


We strip and protect the areas that no other process can reach 
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100 things you should know 
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go head-to-head. 
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The latest products and kit for 
you and your classic. 


122 Jet Set GTs 


AC Greyhound faces off against 
the Jensen 541R. 


143 Classified Ads 
Find your next classic, project or 
part right here. 


How we'll help you 
buy better 


Buyers guides 

Whether they're over one page or eight, our 
buyers guides are put together with a blend 
of club and specialist information, owners’ 
advice, and our own accumulated 
experience of buying classics. 


Product tests 

We're always sourcing tools to test in our 
workshop. You can be confident we've 
properly put them through their paces over a 
period of time, enabling us to give you the 
best advice possible. 


Good all-round choice A worthy product in A piece of kit that 


CM AWARDS — you won't go far terms of quality even the specialists 
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ZA 
SSathevond any 
shiny.bits afd check 
for oil leaks and } 


corrosion. 


Gj Valve stem oil seals 
Smoke on start-up points to worn valve 
stem oil seals, a cylinder head off repair. 


=@™% Blue smoke running 

47 Ask the owner to start the car as you 
mm |o0k for blue exhaust smoke. Don’t be 
alarmed by a little smoke, be worried by lots. 


=] Timing chain rattle 
m® A noisy timing chain needs replacing, 


— 


ww however it’s an inexpensive DIY job. 
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4 Oil pressure correct 
@ _@ Check the oil pressure. It should give a 
P nice, steady reading of around 5Opsi 


when warm. 


§=" Oil pressure causes 

P=® Very low oil pressure could indicate a 
ta faulty gauge or sender. Other causes 
could include a failing oil pump or worn 
engine bearings. 

@™& Oil leaks —- engine 
. Minor B-series oil leaks are common, 
ww but check their severity in case a full 
stripdown is necessary. 


uying the correct MGB for your 

budget might seem like a daunting 

task, especially if you’ve never owned 

a classic before. Knowing where to 
look, what to check and how to identify 
potentially costly faults is essential for 
choosing your ideal B. With so many MGBs 
available, bide your time, and ask questions 
based on our tips to find the best example 
for your money. 


Dont 
Crankshaft 
damage will 
result from 
worn bearings. 


a9 Oil leaks - gearbox 
@ Oil leaks found near the gearbox bell 


@ housing cover indicate worn main 
gearbox or rear crankshaft seals. 


» Temperature gauge 

a » Watch the temperature gauge while 
a on the test-drive. If the car gets hot it 
could indicate a tired water-pump, blocked 
radiator or engine block, coolant leaks or 
wiring fault. All are DIY tasks. 


@A Cold running? 
eM A cold running engine (after 10 
ww minutes of running when it should be 


Look for obvious signs of oil 
leaks and investigate them. 


It’s impagsible to 


A warped or cracked head niagds 


peaking replacin: 


¥ sci is more than 
J. aick of paint. 

heck receipts for 
evidence. 
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warm) could indicate a faulty (jammed open) 
thermostat, or even a missing thermostat to 
hide a cooling fault. 


Hot running 
If the car runs hot but has a good 
water-pump, coolant and radiator 


it could indicate burned exhaust valves. 


Know your block 
From 1964 the B-series engine was 
upgraded to the five bearing 


version, with a stronger crank. Look for an 
engine stamped with ‘18GB’ for the five 
bearing unit. 


Tappet noise 
B-series tappets can be a little 
vocal. Adjustment is easy. 


No tappet noise 
A lack of tappet noise may mean 
they have been over-tightened to 


hide wear or damage. 


Modified awareness 
Be wary of mechanically 
modified cars and consider the 


potential resale value of such a car. 


Head gasket checks 
After the test drive, remove the oil 
filler cap and look for signs of a 


water/oil ‘mayonnaise’ mixture (fully warmed 
engine). This could be a sign of head gasket 
failure. 


Off with its head 
If the car does display head- 
gasket issues, consider the 


condition of the cylinder head — it could be 
cracked or warped. 


Unleaded or not? 
Has the cylinder head been 
uprated for unleaded petrol? If 


not an additive is required. 


Grumbling crankshaft 
Grumbles from the engine's 
bottom end could be a worn 


crank meaning an engine rebuild. 


Proof of servicing 
Ask the vendor when 
consumables such as spark plugs, 


points and condenser were last changed. 
What was the quality of parts used and do 
they have receipts? 


Life expectancy 
A well-maintained MGB engine 
should be good for 40,000 miles. 


Factor in its rebuild cost if necessary. Don’t 
assume the speedometer reading is correct 
or the engine is original, even if the 
paperwork matches. A BMHIT certificate will 
authenticate the original engine number. 
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Mind the gaps 
Check door gaps on roadsters. If 
uneven this could mean significant 


rust in sills and chassis rails or poor repairs. 


Moisture traps 
Front wings trap moisture and 
rust from inside out. Wings are 


bolted on. Be wary of newly fitted wheelarch 
liners. Inspect with a torch and probe. 


Lift the carpets 
Floor pans and sills. Lift carpets 
and check for signs of rot here. 


Boot floor 
On roadsters, check the floor of 
the boot. Any rust here might 


indicate a boot seal leak. 


C-pillar nasties 
On the GT check under the rear 
windows’ trim and the C-pillars 


from inside. Rust is difficult to spot here 
externally. 


Arch enemy 
Rear wings are very rust-prone 
where inner wing meets outer in 


the wheel arch. 


Magnetic appeal 
Use a flexible, non-scratching 
fridge magnet to check for solid 


steel when viewing a car. 
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Panels, even ne 


bodyshells are 
readily available. 


Top of the front 

wings use aT-piece 

finisher. A common 

rust and bubbling 
paint areg 


* 
ve ar beneath 
seats 


© GTrear window 
“rot. Tricky to see 
When the-chrome 


i rn is fitted. 


Typical corrosion, so have 
a poke under the screén 
rubber if possible. 


Sill strength 
The sills on the roadster provide 
much of the car's strength. Check 


thoroughly for signs of rust or poor repair. 


Top of the wings 
The ‘T’ piece filler between the 
front wings and scuttle panel is 


prone to corrosion and poor repairs. 


Windscreen rot 
Rust can form under the 
windscreen rubber in the lower 


corners on GIs. 


Headlamp area 
Look for signs of rust around the 
headlamps. Mud can collect 


behind them inside the wings and cause 
them to rot out. 


GT rear window trim 
Corrosion under GT rear window 
trim allows leaked water to rot 


out the corners of the boot. 


Valances checks 
Look carefully beneath and 
behind the bumpers for rusting 


valances. 


Crossmember 
From underneath, check the 
crossmember for rot. 


Rear wing top seams 
Check the seam of the rear wing 
for bubbling paint and filler 


repairs. A ‘T’ piece finisher bridges the top of 
the wing with the body and is known for 
harbouring moisture if the paint is 
compromised. 


Frame corners 
Rear windows frames on the GT 
can rust and could let the 


window fall out. Check they open as they 
should. 


New sill finishers? 
Be suspicious of new sill 
treadplates and stainless steel 


oversills. Are they hiding rust? 


Budget for repairs 
Though MGB panels are widely 
available, some are expensive — 


£400 for a front wing. Factor in repair costs 
before agreeing a price for the car. 


Chassis rails 
The chassis rails/oulkhead 
meeting points are known water 


traps, so inspect them carefully. 


Bulkhead corrosion 
Spilt brake/clutch fluid will 
wreck paint and allow corrosion 


in. Check the master cylinders’ area carefully. 


‘ ea? 


Dias ae k 
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Behind the bumpers. / 


— = 
Front crossmember. 
Check carefully. 


Which battery? 
Before 1974, the MGB originally 
used two 6volt batteries. Check 


to see if it retains this set-up, or has the 
single, more user-friendly 12-volt battery. 


Dynamo or alternator 
Early MGBs were fitted with a 
dynamo. Converting to the later 


higher output alternator spec is easy. 


Pverdrive repair 
ei ~ requires a 
specialist rebuild. 


www.classicsmonthly.com 
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Differential clonking 
While on the test drive, listen for 
any clonking from the 


differential when engaging drive. 


Vibrating rear end 
Vibration from the rear could 
be worn universal joints, an 


unbalanced shaft or worn wheel bearings. 


Overdrive checks 
AS operates in 3rd or 4th 

gear via a switch on the dash 
(pre-76) or top of the gearknob. Check it 


works. If revs rise but speed doesn’t when 
accelerating, the overdrive is likely slipping. 


Gearbox checks 
Low gearbox oil level will 
prevent overdrive engaging, so 


check that as well as wiring connections, 
gearbox inhibitor switches and fuses. 


Out of synchro 
47 Gearboxes are fairly strong and 
capable of high mileage, though 
early cars can suffer synchromesh issues. 
No synchro on 1st gear 
AS Bear in mind early cars had no 
synchromesh on 1st gear. Don’t 
confuse poor synchro with a lack of it. 


Fuel pump and tank leaks - 
: check from beneath. 
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Fuel leaks 
Look for signs of leaking fuel in 
the engine bay. Check the inline 


fuel filter and carburetter unions. 


Fuel tanks and pumps 
5 Oc the fuel tank and fuel 
pump from beneath the car for 
tell-tale fuel leaks from unions and pipes. 


Fuel tanks can rust and leak on cars with 
consistently low fuel levels. 


Fuel pumps 
Fuel pumps tend to fail on cars 
used sparingly. Replacement 


pumps are inexpensive and simple to replace. 


Wire wheel sounds 
If your car has wire wheels, listen 
for clonking from worn wheel 


splines when driving off from standstill. 


Servo-assisted brakes 
Later Bs are equipped with 
servo-assisted brakes. These 


improve the car’s stopping power and are a 
useful addition to any age of B for £90. 


Spring mounts 
Rear spring mountings are 
exposed. Check for rust. 


Servo assistance a 
welcome feature. 
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Coolant and oil 
55: coolant colour and level. It 

shouldn't be simply water. 
Likewise, the engine oil should not be black 
sludge. Both are indicators of a conscientous 


owner, or not. Ask for evidence of servicing 
— that means receipts. 


Carb oil 
Check the oil levels in the carb 
dashpots. None? Are they worn? 


Better back axle 
The GT has a quieter, more robust 
rear axle and a front anti-roll bar 


as standard. Both of these can be retrofitted 
to roadsters. 


Heated rear screen 
Heated rear screens suffer from 
frayed wiring and broken 


terminals. They can be resoldered in situ. 


Messy wiring 
Check all electrical items work (at 
the same time, too). Look at the 


condition of the fusebox and wiring. Be wary 
of cars with lots of electrical extras. 


Suspension maintenance 
Check the condition of the front 
suspension, and look for signs of 


recent and regular service greasing. 


Damp carpets 
Check for signs of water leaks, 
damp carpets etc. This could show 


a damaged hood or door or screen seals. 


Tired carpets are DIY 
Carpets can suffer from sun- 
bleaching and general wear. 


Replacements are available and can be 
tackled at home. 


Two seats only 
The GT makes for a surprisingly 
practical load-lugger, though you 


should discount any idea of it being a 242. 


Pro fit screen chrome 
Windscreen chrome inserts are 
best fitted by a pro. Budget for 


£30-£50 on top of the cost of new inserts. 


98 | CLASSICS MONTHLY JULY 2012 


Some axles are 
better than others. 


Wiring 
horrors are 


Sun visors 
Sun visors were not offered on 
roadsters until 79-80, at the 


tail-end of production. They can be 
retrofitted if necessary. 


Tired interior? 
Replacement interior parts are 
available from a variety of 


specialists, however they are rarely cheap. 
Consider this in your budget if the car has a 
poor cabin. 


Seatbelt warning 
Late models featured warning 
lights to remind you if your 


seatbelts weren't plugged in — check they 
work. The bulb holders also fall out of the 
back of the warning lamp easily. 


Frayed webbing 
The youngest MGB is now over 
thirty years old. Check for signs 


of damage to the webbing of the seatbelts 
and replace accordingly. 


Speakers in roadsters 
On roadsters, avoid cars where 
holes have been cut to fit 


speakers behind the driver — this will weaken 


the car’s strength and is generally a bad idea. 


Dash pots can lose 
oil and compromise 
performance. 


terminals 
are DIY fix. 


Grease is the word. 


Key to the glovebox 
7O The majority of MGBs require a 
key to open their glovebox, 
check that it is included. 
Soft top 
7 1 Check the hood carefully for rips, 
tears or damage. Leaks will wreck 
an interior. Replacement is £300 plus. 
Hardtop snug 
72 Roadster hardtops add all-round 
usability to the B. Check 
however, that the top fits securely. 
Quarterlight sealing 
7 3 Check quarterlight frames are 
sealed correctly in the top of the 
door; otherwise the door bottom will rot out. 


Quarterlight security 
Check that quarterlight windows 
close securely and are water 


tight. If not they'll allow water into the car’s 
interior. 


Big wheel for a reason 
All MGB‘s originally came with 
large diameter steering wheels, 


this is to offset the car's occasionally heavy 
steering at low speeds and aid general 
manoeuvrability such as when parking. 


Deck chair material 
Late MGBs feature ‘deck chair’ 
striped seats in orange and 


brown, or grey and black. The material is 
obsolete. 


Expect to feel the heat 
Heating and ventilation in the B 
are good for a car of this era. 


Most GTs feature a heated rear screen. 


Chrome or matt 
The later B lost much of its 
interior brightwork, with matt 


black replacing the chrome. 


Skinned alive? 
New rubber bumper skins cost 
£600 and will soon be obsolete, 


so check them carefully. 


Sunroof checks 
On roadsters with a sunroof 
check the roof seals correctly 


and that the runners are not damaged. If 
possible, check for water leaks. 


and add up the 
cost of renewing 
tired items. 


Liners beware 
Wheelarch liners. Prevent dirt 
and debris building up behind 


the front wings. They also hide rust well... 


Modified engine 
Engine transplants are 
possible. Rover V8 will fit 


roadster with work. Mazda and Ford units 
are also options. 


Mods and insurance 
Get quotes for modified Bs 
before buying. Expect 


improved brakes with power hikes. 


Wire wheels 
Wire wheel conversions are 
available. Budget around 


£1200 without tyres for this. 


Pump up the reliability 
A maintenance-free, electronic 
fuel pump is a worthwhile 


addition to an occasionally-used B. 


Electronic ignition 
Replacing the points and 
condenser improves reliability, 


reduces maintenance and overcomes 
dizzie shaft wear. 


Damp it down 
Using a quality sound- 
deadening material will 


drastically reduce road noise experienced 
inside all models. 


Leather kits 
Many MGBs featured cloth 
interior. Replacement seats 


and cover sets, trimmed in leather offer 
improved cabin luxury. 


Dash walnut 
Walnut dash kits are readily 
available for an alternative 


finish. Fitting is DIY. 


Caster wedges 
Castor correction kit will 
reduce steering weight. 


Cylinder head work 
Ported and polished cylinder 
heads with hardened valves 


improve performance and are unleaded 
friendly. 


Engine bay mud shield 
A replacement lower mud 
shield is a necessary addition to 


a rubber-bumpered car, keeping muck and 
debris and maintaining cooling efficiency. 
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Later cars can be fitted with chrome bumpers. 


Exhaust options 
Stainless steel exhausts last longer 
than steel versions, can improve 


performance and sound better, but can be 
more resonant inside the car. 


Choose your suspension 
A huge variety of suspension 
mods are available from simple 


damper upgrades to complete rear 
suspension replacements. 


Power steering options 
Power steering is available from 
the MGOC for the B in either 


mechanical (more natural in feel) or electro 
kits. Budget around £1000 for the kit alone. 


Deep engine breathing 
High-flow air filters can be fitted 
to the B's twin SU carburettors 


improving performance. 


Substantial grilles 
Early solid chrome grilles can be 
fitted to later, plastic-grilled 


roadsters and GTs. 


Webasto sunroof 
Check sunroof mechanisms 
carefully, including the slide rails 


in the roof. Check the headlining for water 
leak stains. New kits are still available. 


Improve your hood 
Replacement roadster hoods are 
available in a range of materials, 


from vinyl to canvas to mohair. 


Chrome or rubber 
A rubber to chrome 
bumper conversion will cost 


around £1000 for parts and labour. Til 
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WORDS BY MARTYN MORGAN 


0 be fair, the E-type was an 


ine difficult act to 

follow. Not only did it have 

astonishing performance, it 

had the looks. With its wonderfully 
sculptural body shape, penned by 
aerodynamicist Malcolm Sayer, the 
original E-type has long been 
regarded as one of the world’s most 
sublimely beautiful cars. 

Nonetheless, by the mid-1970s 
time had caught up with the E-type. 
It had become dated and-uglier — a 
successor was needed. That car was 
the XJ-S which, albeit more sports 
tourer than sports car, possessed all 
the ingredients necessary to make it 
a world-beater. Sadly, the XJ-S 


r—inere 
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didn’t possess the original E-type’s 
magic, or catwalk style. Emotionally 
attached to the E-type, and 
seemingly oblivious to just how 
much it had physically changed over 
the years, the press and public were 
quick to condemn the newcomer. 
Some contemporary reports 
bemoaned the fact that the XJ-S 
had been designed by. acommittee 
(which. wasn‘t true) and not from 
the heart. Traditionalists were quick 
to criticise the slab-sided styling, 
rubber bumpers, and lamented the 
lack of chrome and wood. 

Even so, it has to be remembered 
that the XJ-S was very much a 
product of its era. It was never ever 


\| for jaguars SM 
e the effortless drive, the head 


s wide open. 


going to possess the original 
E-type’s lithe and luscious style, yet 
there was no doubting its 
undeniable presence, majesty even. 
The XJ-S's trump card however, was 
the way it drove. With its 
impeccable ride, taut handling and 
astonishing performance from the 
deliciously smooth V12 engine, » 


ooth Grand Tourer > 
-tuming. But |S 


“Etinsecesble ret taut fending and 
astonishing performance from the 
deliciously smooth V12 99 
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r DRIVE BUY 
Jaguar XJ-S V12 


the XJ-S delivered a sublime driving 
experience. Jaguar also took the 
post-launch criticisms on board and 
the model was steadily improved 
throughout its production life. As a 
result, despite the somewhat shaky 
beginnings and lukewarm 
reception, the XJ-S steadily matured, 
becoming one of the finest grand 
tourers money could buy. The 
Convertible, which arrived in 1988, 
was even more desirable. 


Classic Choice 
Our feature car was made during 
the first few weeks of this model's 
production. The drop-dead 
gorgeous drop-top flows from nose 
to tail thanks, in the main, to having 
lost the much-criticised ‘flying 
buttresses’ so evident on its 
fixed-head sibling. 

XU 1966 has been part of 
Great Escape Classic Car 
Hire's fleet for three 
years and is much in 
demand, as 
Operations Manager 
Russ Pemberton 
explains: “This is one 
of two XJ-S 
Convertibles we run. It 
belongs to the gentleman 
who looks after our Shropshire 
site. It's an immensely popular car. 
Typically it does between thirty and 
forty hires per year. | get to drive all 
of our hire cars of course. But, when 
| want to feel really special, it’s the 
XJ-S | choose. It delivers such a 
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wonderful driving experience, and 
so effortlessly. Our clients hire the 
XJ-S for a variety of reasons. Some 
are drawn to its classic convertible 
looks; others are considering buying 
an XJ-S but want to test the water 
first. Then there are those who, for 
a day or so, just want to live out 
their XJ-S dream.” 


Driving the XJ-S 
Given that the rain had been 
positively Biblical in early May, and 
the clouds looked to be ready to 
purge their watery payload, | don’t 
mind admitting | was a tad 
apprehensive. My mind went into 
overdrive; soft-top Jaguar, possible 
heavy rain, wet and greasy roads... 
and there was something else that 
had been nagging away at the back 
of my mind... the immensely 
muscular 5.3-litre V12 engine. 
| needn't have worried, 
as the XJ-S was the 
perfect companion and 
exceedingly well- 
mannered. It’s actually 
a very accommodating 
car, too. The interior, 
with its wealth of 
walnut veneer, lashings of 
leather, and non-standard 
wood-rimmed Momo steering 
wheel, is extremely well-appointed. 
There are minuses though. The dash 
layout isn’t exactly cohesive and the 
switchgear is a touch low-rent in 
appearance and operation. 
The seats are superb, managing 


XIJ1996 


DID YOU KNOW? 


The Aston Martin DB7 borrowed many of its 
underpinnings from the X]-S. 


@ 


XJ-S’ style has aged well, and 
is now appreciating in value. 


Wood-rim wheel is 
non-standard, while 
switchgear quality is patchy. 


Martyn takes a moment to 
check the map for the next 
Series of sweeping bends. 


wis 


= Factfile 
Market overview 
@ Condition 1 £8000 


@ Condition 3 £3000 ~. Lack of rear buttresses 


make for smoother, 


Recommended prettier lines. 


Upgrades 
M Uprated dampers. 


Common Faults 

Hi Worn bearings. 

Wi Leaking head gasket. 
i Overheating in slow 
traffic. 


Safety 

Bi Laminated 
windscreen. 

@ Burst-proof locks. 
Bi Inertia-reel safety 
belts. 

Wi Anti-lock brakes. 


Safety 

i Rear arches. 

Hi Door bases. 

Hi Floorpan. 

Wi Inner wings. 

Mi Front suspension 
mounts. 


“ “Seats are a superb 
ation of comfort 
SS and sportiness. 


www.classicsmonthly.com 


How easy it is to place on the road, how well it 
Steered, how capably the chassis responded 


to be sporting yet comfortable with 
the added benefit of body-gripping 
bolsters. As for the rear seats? Well, 
| can confirm that the car does 
indeed possess rear seats. Whether 
anyone would be able to fit in 
them, or even want to, is a matter 
for conjecture. The boot, however, 
is positively cavernous. Even though 
it's home to a CD changer and a 
full-sized spare wheel, it's not 
wanting in size. Neither is the 
engine. | did open the lengthy 
bonnet, marvelling at the sight that 
met my gaze. Then, | shut the 
bonnet... gently. To be honest, the 
V12 is a touch intimidating. Due to 
its complexity, sheer size, and how 
it’s been shoehorned into the 
engine bay, the thought of any 
significant maintenance work makes 
even the most case-hardened of 
mechanics go weak at the knees. 
With quality parts, and regular 
service the V12 can be a durable 
and long-lived engine. Starting the 
V12 is like waking a giant from its 
slumber, albeit a gentle giant. For 
the first minute or so, the engine 
clears its throat and you can feel 
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Jaguar XJ-S V12 


it gently rocking on its mounts. 
Once some warmth has spread 
through its inner workings, this 
285bhp masterpiece settles and 
purrs super smooth. 

Needless to say, progress proved 
to be smooth, swift, and effortless, 
with the engine winding up gently. 
This was to be expected. What | 
wasn't expecting is how easy it is to 
place the car on the road, how well 
it steered, how quickly and capably 
the chassis responded, and how 
good the damping is. | have no 
doubt that if driven aggressively the 
XJ-S will understeer on tight, 
slippery bends and, with so much 
power going through the rear 
wheels, oversteer is just a blip of the 
throttle away. To drive in this fashion 
would be missing the point of XJ-S 
ownership. | must confess | fully 
expected to have to work the wheel 
hard. Not so. You just don’t feel that 
weight. Gentle guidance, rather 
than man-handling, is the order of 
the day. It’s an astonishingly 
accomplished car. This is not 
journalistic hyperbole; the XJ-S really 


=. CMI .. 


1988 Jaguar XJ-S 
V12 Convertible 


ENGINE 5343cc V12 
POWER 285bhp@5500rpm 
TORQUE 306ft- 
Ibs@2800rpm 
TRANSMISSION 
Three-speed automatic 
BRAKES 284mm ventilated 
discs on the front, 264mm 
ventilated discs on the rear 
FRONT SUSPENSION 
Independent with double 
wishbone, coil springs and 
telescopic dampers 

REAR SUSPENSION 
Independent, lower transverse 
links, twin coilspring damper 
units 

WHEELS & TYRES 
Length 15ft 7 1/2in (4.77m), 
width 5ft 10 1/2in (1.79m) 
DIMENSIONS 121mph 
WEIGHT 4233lbs (1920kg) 


PRODUCTION 1988-1996 
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is that good and is equally at home 
tackling a twisty B-road as it is 
wafting along an autoroute. 

It’s worth mentioning that the 
conditions were far from ideal. In 
places, the test route had a 
proliferation of potholes, not to 
mention the deep puddles and 
swathes of surface water. Faced 
with such circumstances, | fully 
expected the XJ-S to lose its 
composure. It didn’t. Only on the 
most broken tarmac did | detect the 
any sensation of steering shimmy. 


Addictive Experience 

The driving experience is hugely 
addictive, an addiction that can, in 
part, be blamed on the V12’s 
seamless and linear power delivery 
and astonishing vocals. On part 
throttle the engine emits a 
purposeful and turbine-like sound. 
Bury the throttle and the sound 
changes. It takes on a harder edge 
but it’s not harsh, even when the 
revs climb higher and higher. The 
only thing guaranteed to bring the 
engine note down from its 
orchestral heights, and slow 
progress (apart from the very 
capable brakes), is the thought of 
just how much fuel is flowing from 
the petrol tank. 

The V12 engine is mated to a 
three-speed automatic transmission, 
which is smooth and unobtrusive. 
My only criticism is that the 
kick-down action was a little lazy 
and caught me out on occasions. It 
could be that I’m simply not au fait 
with automatics or perhaps it's one 
of the car's characteristics. It didn’t 
quite respond as I'd expected and 
must have had a detrimental effect 
on fuel consumption. 

Ah, fuel consumption. The V12's 
nemesis. I’m not going to beat 


Regardless of road type, the XJ-S ~ 
makes progress effortlessly. 


To LPG or not 


Having the V12 
converted to run on LPG 
would reduce the 
running costs 
considerably, not to 
mention its green 
credentials. There are 
provisos though. The 
conversion should only 
be undertaken by a 
trusted specialist 
company, one that is 
well versed in 
multi-cylinder 
installations and older 
engines. It’s the 
electronics that cause 
the biggest headache, 
apparently. Cost is 
another consideration. It 
could be as much as 
£3000, which will take 
quite some time to 
recoup. As the old adage 
states: ‘you pays your 
money and you takes 
your choice’. 


er. 


XIJ 1996 
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Convertible created by Ohio-based coachbuilder Hess & Eisenhardt. 


DID YOU KNOW? 
US demand for a true convertible led to.a special order, special edition XJ-S 


= ——— 


—_— ~ f&The driving experience is 
_ hugely addictive33 


Boot is perfect for 
two weeks’ holiday, 
~) golf clubs... 


we a <4 are only suitable for coats, 


bags and little more. 


Jaguar‘s V12 is an 
intimidating sight, and can be 
a barrierto:DIY maintenance. 


\ 


Px 


BEN 2 


Jaguar X| 
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is 
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about the bush; this engine has a 
serious drinking problem. It doesn’t 
matter where you intend driving an 
XJ-S, as at some point in the journey 
you will be heading in the direction 
of a petrol station. If driven ina 
leisurely manner, the V12 will have 
consumed the entire contents of its 
20-gallon fuel tank in just 280 
miles. Erring on the safe side, and 
allowing for a spot of enthusiastic 
motoring, | would reckon on getting 
around 10 miles from every gallon. 

It's important to put XJ-S fuel 
consumption into context. As a 
‘high days and holidays’ kind of 
classic, it’s a different matter. 1500 
miles annually will cost an average 
of £20 a week on fuel. Insurance 
isn’t really an issue as the XJ-S is 
well covered by classic car specialists 
and very affordable. And, at £220 
for twelve months, current road tax 
costs aren't excessive either. There's 
no need to get mauled by an XJ-S, 
just buy wisely to begin with. 


Thanks to 

Great Escape Classic Car Hire 
01527 893733 
www.greatescapecars.co.uk 


(E VERDICT _ 


| didn’t quite know what to 
expect from the XJ-S. I'd read the 
reports but still wasn’t convinced 
it could be so good. In fact, I'd 
mentally pigeon-holed it as 
being a bit of a cruiser and a 
touch one-dimensional. Was | 
wrong. What came as a real 
surprise, a shock even, was the 
other side of the XJ-S’ character, 
it's sporting side. Astonishing. 

| was enjoying the moment, 
living the dream, and then the 
fuel warning light began 
blinking. This amber reminder 
proved to be a timely wake-up 
call and had me reaching for my 
wallet. | can't afford to run an 
XJ-S but, thanks to Great Escape, 
| have briefly lived the dream. 
Wonderful. 


We like... 

A Effortless V12 engine. 

A Comfortable, well-appointed 
cabin. Huge boot. 

A Wonderful mix of smooth ride 
and sporting intent. 


Also worth considering... 
VY High fuel consumption. 
V Build quality can be so-so. Ml 
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CLASSIC PARTS 


100% Genuine — 100% Jaguar. 


Jaguar Classic Parts are produced using only original drawings and tooling to meet all design 
specifications. For optimum performance, lasting reliability and a continuation of brand quality, 
use genuine Jaguar Classic Parts. 


Protect and maintain your car’s original beauty and performance by investing in 100% genuine 
Jaguar parts. 


Jaguar Classic Parts operates in partnership with all Jaguar dealerships and Jaguar Heritage. 


For further help or information, please contact us: 
E: parts@JaguarClassicParts.com T: +44 (0)1865 381193 W: www.JaguarClassicParts.com 


Ei Follow us on facebook: JAGUAR CLASSIC PARTS Follow us on twitter: @Jaguar_Classic 


broadband, 
TV, phone! 


PRICE COMPARISON 


CALCULATOR 
Ofcom 


Just some of our friendly UK based team 


Let us do the hard work for you! 
All it takes is one quick call. 


83%** of our customers save! 


Call free and speak to a UK based impartial expert. 


We review over 6,000 deals from the top UK 
providers to find the right one for you. 


Our experts do the hard work, answer your 
questions and even arrange your installation! 


value up to 20Mb S ' / 
broadband = 
| +TV + calls package b 


Call us for a great 

value, superfast o 
fibre-optic 

broadband deal media 


Call us for best | 


Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat 9am-5.30pm, Sun 10am-5.30pm 


*20% oe implifydigital customers received an average saving of £577. Data based on 484 rei 
1st January 2010 and 17th May 2010. * * Ou it of ‘445 consul stato between 01/01/2010 ai mid 03/05/2010, 368 
Simpli yal igital customers saved money by signing up to our recommended deal. 


When the, Weather 
is DH gle 
your battery,is! 


° Constantly poners the ond, 
condition and sends audible warning 
when charge is below 12.2 volts. 

e Bleeps every 10 seconds when 
the battery is below the 
required voltage. 

e |deal for classic cars and vehicles 
which are only used occasionally. 

e Simple to fit. 


WV PiGalsaCtall sg, 


For details of your nearest stockists or 
tn receive the new product leaflet 


926 81 81 96 


yvww.gunson.co.uk 


Gunson 
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Sunbeam Rapier IV 


Market value 
£700-£5,000 


Recommended upgrades 

Replace the Solex with Weber 18/36 carburettors, fit 
a heated rear window, fit seat belts. 

Essential checks 

The alloy cylinder heads can cause problems, 
non-functioning overdrive, rust. 

Safety 

Reversing Lamp, seatbelt mounting points (post 1961 
models). 


ST inn iy 
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AD‘ONE 
F THOSE... 


For anyone growing up in the 60s these cars will be 
instantly familiar. A sporting foursome Dad would 
have been happy to have on the drive. 


Vauxhall VX4/90 9. ~ 


Market value 


m £300-£3,500 


Recommended upgrades 
Fit seat belts, fit radial ply tyres, replace the vacuum 
screen washer with electric control. 


: a” Essential checks 


Ill-maintained engines via over-enthusiastic driving, 


= weak synchromesh, a back axle lubricated with the 


wrong oil can prove expensive. 


R Safety 


Seat belt mounting points, shape-coded switches. 


ve it 


he cheese-cutter cap. The 

string back gloves. The 

fairly unwise attempt at 

growing a Graham Hill 
moustache. Plus, of course, the set 
of wheels to display your mastery of 
high-powered machinery. 
Unfortunately the overdraft won't 
run to a Big Healey and so you have 
to recourse to a choice of four 


Market value 
£500-£3,500 


Recommended upgrades 


British family saloons of a certain 
sporting pedigree. 


VX4/90 

One persistent myth is that the VX 
4/90 was devised as a rival to the 
Cortina GT, yet the Vauxhall’s 
launch pre-dates the Ford by over a 
year. The main clue as to the VX 
4/90’s intended market is its cabin 
with a walnut veneered dashboard 
studded with black on white 
instrumentation and leather-look 
Ambla trim — this was Vauxhall's 


Sporting Saloons 


answer to the Sunbeam Rapier in 
terms of middle-class appeal. You 
can almost hear Luton’s marketing 
chiefs mutter, “thrilling go-faster 
stripes” “twin carburetters & alloy 
cylinder head” and “name vaguely 
redolent of 1930s Brooklands”. 
When the VX 4/90 was launched 
in May 1962 it was fitted with a 
tuned version of the Victor's 
1,508cc engine and this was 
replaced in late 1963 with the |, 
594cc power plant as fitted to our 
test car. Despite the fact that the 
VX 4/90 boasts nearly 50 percent 
more power than your average FB 
De Luxe, it would still be a mild 
stretch of the imagination to call it 
an out and out sport saloon. The » 


Market value 
£500-£4,000 


Type 16 calipers from 2-Litre models, improved front 
seats, Spitfire 1500 swing-spring rear suspension. 


i) Essential checks 
= A corroded chassis can prove fatal to the car's health, 
& the transmission may have been weakened through 
coping with the 1.6 litre engine, if there is discernible 
play in the thrust washers the engine is possibly only 
fit for scrap. Some 1600 engine parts tricky to source. 


Safety 
Quad headlamps, seat belt mounting points. 


Recommended upgrades 

Fit front discs, an MGB engine fits under the bonnet, 
removing the headlamp hoods can gain an extra 5 
mph. 

Essential checks 


§ Worn synchromesh on 2nd and 3rd gears, worn front 


suspension, weak rear half-shafts. 


Safety 
Reversing lamp, seat belt mounting points (post 1961 
models). 
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understeer and the suspension 
set-up give the Vauxhall a sense of 
being a scaled down Impala rather 
than transport for budding Jackie 
Stewarts. All VX 4/90s were fitted 
with the 4 speed floor gear change 
that seems very notchy compared 
with the 3-speed column shift fitted 
to many Victors, although the VX 
4/90's servo-assisted front discs are 
very welcome. Combine these 
attributes with the FB’s ‘Clean Line 
of Good Design’ styling and you 
have a smart capacious family 
saloon with a touch of class. 


Rapier 
One of the VX 4/90’s chief rivals 
was the long-established Sunbeam 
Rapier, which was introduced in 
1955 and remains a prime example 
of the virtues of continuous 
development. When our Series IV 
test car was launched in late 1963, 
eight years of production had seen 
progressive engine changes — a 
considerable rally pedigree and, 
possibly the most important detail 
of all, a more distinguished grille. 
In terms of aesthetics, the Rapier 
is an idiosyncratic yet charming 
anagram of the Rootes Group's 
cultural influences — the dashboard 
resembles a pre-war radio-gram, 
the styling is ‘53 Studebaker via 
Coventry. It is the best equipped of 
our group, from the adjustable 
steering and the reclining front 
seats to the clock, twin-speed 
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1K 4/90 received.a healthy boostin | 
r over its Luton stablemates.. 


Walnut and faup leather y 
betray the Vauxha ‘ 


intended market. ~~” 


Owner's view 
Andy 


Richardson 
Vauxhall VX4/90 


Andy bought his FB a 
few months ago and 
finds that it gets “a fine 
reaction but I'd feel 
better if | had a flat hat 
and a twirly moustache 
— it would suit the VX 
4/90's image” Initially it 
was quite an adjustment 
from Detroit V8 motoring 
to early ‘60s 4-cylinder 
but after a few days 
Andy found it to be a 
“relaxed” family cruiser. 
As to public reaction - “a 
few people recognise it 
as an FB but hardly 
anyone notices it’s a VX 
4/90." 


Vauxhalls offered 
rican styling in 
“British sizes: 


DID YOU KNOW? | _ GROUP TEST 
ao Sporting Saloons 


Derek Athey 
Sunbeam Rapier IV 

The Rapier Club 
Chairman, has owned 
his 1963 Sunbeam since 


se : ? f Sunbeam’s spacious 
, : 
1985, when he became 3 pie interior adds to its 
its second owner - ? / . ) | EEE ‘Sf « : appeal as a long 
“who wanted to make lenisca e & : distance tourer. 


sure it didn't fall into the 
hands of banger racers”. 
As a Rapier expert, 
Derek finds the Mk. IV 
has the “combination of 
classic style with 
modern fittings like 
servo discs” and that “it 
can certainly keep up 
with current traffic’. 
Naturally a lot of people 
claim that “my dad had 
one of these - although 
many of them seem to 


think tis allman” its true element with its smooth ride 
nt TTT paaet S — ea 


| 
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Owner's view 


Peter Lewis 


Triumph Vitesse 6 


Peter acquired his 
Vitesse 6 in 2002 - “I 
had a 948cc Herald back 
in the ‘60s but | always 
wanted a Vitesse. When 
| retired, | decided to 
realise my young 
dreams”. As a highly 
useable classic, Peter 
thoroughly recommends 
the Vitesse 6 - “It's 
practical, reliable, and 
dependable, keeps up 
with modern traffic and 
puts a smile on your 
face”. As to the reaction 
from members of public 
- “the sheer number of 
people who remark that 
their dad had one.” 


Vitesse’s rear boasts plenty of 
neat styling cues, such as the 


_— 


reflectors hidden in each fin top. 


meee - ,, mm 


* Black flashand Vitesse 
front give the Herald 
huge road presence. 


Ntaoia25 8 


Triumph’s cabin is 
styled and well laid, t. 


Vitesse 6 has enough 
power to keep pace 
with modern traffic. 


Rust Buster 


Vauxhall VX4/90 
Sills. 

© Inner and outer rear 
wheel arches. 

® A-pillar. 

® Front wings. 

® Lower edge of the 
rear wings. 


Sunbeam Rapier IV 
Sills. 

® Lower front wing. 
M®@ Wheel arches. 

® Front bonnet edge. 
® Bottom of the petrol 
tank. 

® Jacking points. 


Triumph Vitesse 6 
® Rear outriggers. 


® Rear frame extension. 


Sills. 
® Bonnet ‘D’ panels. 


Riley One Point Five 
® Around the front 
panel. 

© Inner and outer sills. 


® Front cross members. 


§ Inner front wings. 
§® The door. 

® Front and rear wing 
bottoms. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


As with the Herald, the Vitesse 
features a petrol reserve tap. 
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Sporting Saloons 


Michelotti’ S fale headianin 
Styling gave the Vitesse 6 a 
distinctive image 


wipers and cigarette lighter plus 
typical Rootes touches as the 
driver's footwell ventilator. The 
cabin feels slightly more cramped 
than the Vauxhall but extra elbow 
room can always be had thanks to 
the Rapier’s pillarless construction. 

Our test car is powered by a 
1,592cc twin carb engine and the 
Series IV saw the standardisation of 
a brake servo. As a town car, the 
Rapier’s steering doubles as an ad 
hoc bull worker but as a long- 
distance tourer the Sunbeam is in its 
true element with its smooth ride, 
remarkably subdued engine note 
and the sheer pleasure of cruising in 
overdrive fourth. 


Vitesse 6 

Meanwhile back in Canley, 
Standard-Triumph’s Rapier 
competitor was unique in the 
market sector as the ultimate 


compact 6. Shortly after the Herald 
debuted in 1959, there were plans 
for a sporting model, fitted with 
uprated front suspension and a 
small bore version of the engine 
from the Standard Vanguard Luxury 
6. Michelotti’s four-headlamp 
styling gave the Vitesse 6 a 
distinctive image whilst allowing 
Standard-Triumph to use most of 
the Herald’s body panels. As with 
its stablemate, its usefulness as a 
family four-seater is seriously 
compromised by the substantial 
wheel arches introducing into the 
rear bench but at least with the use 
of a spanner, the steering column 
can be adjusted. Our 1963 test car 
boasts the improved dashboard 
introduced that year with the 
essential additions of a rev counter 
and a water temperature gauge. 
To the average punter looking at 
a new Vitesse in 1962, aside from 


GROUP TEST 


inn mm 


the new nose and extra wood 
cappings it appeared to be much 
the same beast as the Herald — an 
illusion that a test drive would 
quickly dispel. The acceleration 
seems fairly startling (although the 
top speed is not especially high) and 
of our entire group the Vitesse 6 
appears more of a 2+2 coupe that 
requires, and indeed relishes, hard 
driving. The ride is firm and 
unyielding and the rack and pinion 
steering allows for quick changes to 
making the best of the Vitesse’s 
spirited handling. 


Riley 
And finally, there is the Riley One 
Point Five, a car whose coachwork 
was regarded as dated even when it 
was launched in 1957. This was also 
the year that traditional British 
motorists regarded as the end of 
civilisation, what with skiffle-crazed 
youths playing unlicenced 
washboards and BMC making a 
Riley that was closely related to the 
Morris Minor. 

But whilst the Riley's floorpan is 
derived from the Minor and the 
front suspension and steering will 
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Sporting Saloons 


pony 
HELL 


Riley’sstyling has'an 
undeniable charm. 


Chris pile 


Riley One Point Five 


Chris considered his 
1965 One Point Five to 
be an excellent ‘Q-Car’ 
— “At lot of modern day 
drivers take one look 
and think that it has the 
same performance as a 
Morris Minor.” Chris 
believes that his Riley is 
made “to be regularly 
driven rather than 
mothballed” and he has 
found that the modest 
grey coachwork has not 
stopped it from 
attracting attention 
wherever it goes — 
“Everyone's dad, uncle 
or granddad seems to 
have owned one!.” 


- D142B 
CTP 3830, ag G80 1428 ~ gm EAD 781-C guna 
Vauxhall Sunbeam Triumph Riley One 
VX4/90 Rapier IV Vitesse 6 Point Five 
1,594cc $4 OHV 1,592cc $4 OHV 1,596cc S6 OHV 1,489cc $4 OHV 
7Abhp @ 5 -200rpm 79bhp @ 5,000rpm 70bhp @ 5 000rpm 62bhp @ 4 500rpm 


= TORQUE 
TRANSMISSION 


FRONT 
SUSPENSION 


REAR 
SUSPENSION 


- “ool fs : i 5200pm_ pesca 


4 speed manual 


Independent Coil Spring & 
Wishbones, Telescopic 


Dampers, Anti- Roll Bar 
Live Axle, com Elliptic iar 


Springs, Telescopic Dampers 


Servo discs on front, drums 


on rear 


91 lb-ft @ 3,500rpm_ 


4 speed manual 


Independent, Coil springs & 
Wishbones with Telescopic 


Shock Absorbers 


Semi-elliptic Leaf Springs 
with Telescopic Shock 


Absorbers 


Drums front and rear 


Length 13ft Zins, width 5ft, 
height Aft 9ins 


| PRODUCTION 
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2,300Ibs 
1963-1965 


= : a - - ; 00% sacesteaa. = = : - : ae peeevsineibscia 


Independent Coil & 
Wishbones with Anti Roll Bar 


Independent by Transverse 


Leaf Springs with Telescopic 


Dampers 


Discs on front, drums 0 on rear 


Length 12ft 9ins, width 5ft, 


height 4ft 4ins 


2,044 Ibs 


4 speed manual 


Torsion bar, wishbones and 
dampers 


Leaf spring with dampers 


Drums front and rear 


Length 12 ft 9 3/4 in, width 


sft lin, height Aft it 3/4 i in 


x 060 Ibs 
1957-1965 


DID YOU KNOW? 


The One Point Five is the best-selling 
car to wear the Riley badge. 


Contacts 


Vauxhall VX4/90 

The Vauxhall Victor 
Owners’ Club 
www.vauxhallvictorclub 
.co.uk 


Vauxhall Green 
Parts 
www.vauxhallgreenparts 
co.uk 


Sunbeam Rapier IV 

The Sunbeam 
Rapier Club 
www.sunbeamrapier. 
co.uk 


Alpine West 
Midlands Ltd. 
(Deals in all classic ‘60s 
and ‘70s Rootes cars) 
www.sunbeam-alpine. 
co.uk 


Ken Sparkes 
(Rootes specialist) 
http://kensparkes- 
sunbeamalpine.co.uk/ 
id1.html 


Triumph Vitesse 6 
The Triumph Sports 

Six Club 

www.4tssc.org.uk 


Rimmer Brothers 
www.rimmerbros.co.uk 


Quiller Triumph 
Parts 
www.quillertriumph.co. 
uk 


Riley One Point Five 

The Riley One Point 
Five Regis 
www.riley-one-point- 
five.co.uk 


Earlpart Ltd. 
www.earlpart.co.uk 


Quiller Triumph 
Parts 
www.quillertriumph.co. 


Dash facia is almost 
unashamedly old-fashioned. 


www.classicsmonthly.com 


aa’ 


Riley's mechanicals were shared with the MGA. 


oo 
Huge wheel and acre: 
of veneer are part an’ 
parcel of the Riley's 


Ss, J 


= 


be familiar to any Morris enthusiast, 
the One Point Five's engine, 
drivetrain and close ratio gearbox 
are shared with the MGA. Combine 
this with a fully stocked walnut 
dashboard and leather trim and you 
have a car that features the many 
and various virtues of the Minor — 
the precise steering, the highly 
respectable road-holding — with 
swift gearchanges and a spiffing 
engine note. 

Certainly the One Point Five has 


GROUP TEST 


Sporting Saloons 


Riley's diminutive 
coachwork means rear 
space is limited: 


its faults — rear accommodation is 
cramped to the point of the Riley 
being a four-door 2+2 — but, 
together with the its 1940s styling 
and the defiantly unergonomic 
dashboard, complete with a 
separate starter button, these are all 
essential elements of the Riley’s very 
considerable charm. 


Thanks to 
Brooklands Museum 
www.brooklandsmuseum.com 


THE VERDICT 


Vauxhall VX4/90 

Performance (3) 
Handling (3) 

DIY maintenance (3) 

Club backup (4) 
Value for money (4) 
Total 17/25 
Sunbeam Rapier IV 
Performance (4) 
Handling (4) 
DIY maintenance (4) 
Club backup (5) 
Value for money (4) 
Total 21/25 
Triumph Vitesse 6 
Performance (4) 
Handling (3) 

DIY maintenance (5) 
Club backup (5) 
Value for money (4) 
Total 20/25 
Riley One Point Five 
Performance (4) 
Handling (5) 
DIY maintenance (5) 
Club backup (5) 
Value for money (5) 
Total 24/25 


Our group can be neatly divided 
into two separate camps. The 
Sunbeam and the Vauxhall are 
both substantial family cars with 
a sporting bent and as such the 
Rapier is marginally more 
successful, being better 
equipped and more relaxing to 
drive — the Vauxhall is ultimately 
let down by its notchy gearshift, 
and lacks the sporting urgency 
of its rivals tested here. That said 
though the VX 4/90 remains a 
genuine head turner. 
Meanwhile, the Riley and 
Triumph are both thoroughly 
enjoyable and very compact 
sports saloons . The Vitesse is 
the most overtly sporting, yet 
manages to be stylish, vibrant 
and intriguing. It is the Riley, 
however that is our ultimate 
victor. Practical, enjoyable, 
dependable and wonderfully 
detailed — truly a car worthy of 
the blue diamond badge. fi] 
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The original Jensen Owners’ Club is the largest of its kind in the world. 
Founded in 1971 the club has since grown considerably. Today it has 


over 1400 members all of whom are dedicated to the Jensen marque. 
Benefits of becoming a member include; P 
* Active participation in major national and = a 


international events, including shows at the 
NEC and attendance at major European 
motoring events 

* An award-winning bi-monthly illustrated 
colour magazine plus a special 
restoration edition 

* A number of club-organised National 
events, such as the International Weekend 
that features our Concours competition and to thoee with an interest in the marque 

* Local motoring events organised by each and its history. ‘ 
of the 18 areas - . { [ \ ce = 


| y 


| is iN 
For further information please contact _ fo . 4 ig 
: ee i saastil Keith on 01625 525699 or es A i aa me | a ie! | ‘ 
hd vi mnlen orum ar M q . 
network at both local and national evel, email on Send your diary dates to 
— coossacisva _Classicsmonthly@futurenet.com 
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eos YOUR C af < 


Bes es & Soe 


J \ TY a 
§ 7 
VY W W W.eETIY I 
i 4 a oy = 
qe 
n19ndb c 7% O17 NAL 
1: UL 202 625 5973 3 ™ / 917 UIID 


> 
& 
J. 
, 


Unit la Wareham Road, Lychette Matravers Poole, Dorset, BH16 6H 


MGF REBORN HAVE BEEN REPAIRING AND SERVICING MGE/TE/MGBs 
FOR THE LAST 12 YEARS. 

| also restore and refurbish these cars myself, and am an MGF enthusiast myself. 
Not only do I carry out routine repairs and servicing at £35.00 per hour, but I offer 
what I call a total bottom end rebuild for a fixed price of £1600. 

THE FOLLOWING WORK IS UNDERTAKEN IN THIS SERVICE: 


e Subframes removed grit « Undersealed 
blasted « All fluids changed 
mM - Zinc plated, then painted « Suspension upper and 
¢ Polybushed suspension lower balls joints 
e New water pump e Track rod ends 
e New clutch « New head gasket 


| This service takes around two weeks and all work apart from grit blasting is carried out 
by myself. Customers can visit and chat with me while I work on their car. 
MGF Reborn also offer head gaskets from only £350. Why not call 
| to discuss how we can upgrade the performance of your car. 


OUR NEW CARS HAVE THE FOLLOWING: 


= new polybushed suspension = new tyres 
throughout = refurbished wheels 
= adjustable gas shocks = new head gasket 
| > new brake discs and pads = subframes de rusted and painted 
= new leather seats = our own stainless steel sports 
| > new carpet exhaust 


hues} > new hood © new clutch © fully serviced and checked 


2) 


This month’s work 


a | 


| This m nont! 


‘ING | | RE ES “ORING | * REPAIRING ws | | 
rWelalaAi® 


y BL wu 
j a Va  - wal | | 
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.X | | Y ::) | » | Y 


ee! (VION THLY fee 


BY GOING ONLINE 


I FREE desktop wallpapers 
IY Online buyers guides 
I Latest classic news 


I Updates on 
our fleet 


prey = ~—aptioen eal) KEEPING KEEPING CLASSICS } 
mes i ON THE ROAD... 


= ==) WW Get your tech queries answered 
mc Post your classifieds 
[Share your love of classics with 
other enthusiasts 


~ Tell us about your car 


www.classicsmonthly.com 
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PRODUCT NEWS 
Classic Kit ve 


-_ 


Jaguar 6-Cyl £43600 
Injection Tiny Lithium jeez Compact Tyre 
New manifold for converting the B attery Inflator 


classic straight-six to injection. Includes ; f 
Mangoletsi throttle system for fine Ballistic EVO2 hi-power lithium The RAC630 can inflate a tyre in three 
minutes. Features a pre-set pressure 


tuning and safety. Kit has aluminium technology race battery. Incredibly, 

port template and flap wheel to open _ it's only 11.2cm high x 11.4cm mode with automatic cut-off. 

up ports as required. Full spec online. wide and long. Capable of 28AH Includes a high intensity LED light 
and a red SOS light for emergency 


Part number MM4498-45. Available with cranking capacity of 500CCA. ; 
worldwide from stockists. Supplied with alternative terminals. use. Powered by a vehicle's 12v 
auxiliary socket. 


01932 787 100 01462 684 300 
www.webcon.co.uk www.cambridgemotorsport.com www.ringautomotive.co.uk 


CLASSICKIT 


A roundup of the latest essential goodies for you and your Car. 
E> == 2 


ProoLED == 


Pulley Lamp FP 


Alloy version of the 4.725” pulley to A rapid charge, high-power LED = 

: ie ' : : ¥ 

se fit the last A-Plus Mini models and inspection lamp for professional «é r 

~ £ PRICE all 1275 models. Minimises motor mechanics and technicians. I a & 

11.94 horsepower drain and slows 1200 Iux of light on High-Power 
coolant just enough to be more setting for 4 hours — low-power 
Spacesaver effective. CAM6408 setting provides 325 lux of light for 
- 01707 607 700 8 hours operating time. Two-hour 
Stud Kit www.minispares.com recharge time. Includes magnet 


and hook for hands-free use. 
pric= 0 www.ringautomotive.co.uk 


Suitable for Weber DCO/SP 48/50/55 
carbs to overcome inherent problems 
when fitting the nuts to the studs on 
various applications. The kit uses 6mm 
nuts to allow access around 
obstructions, sparing knuckles and 
colourful language. Part number FK0002. 


01932 787 100 
www.webcon.co.uk 


Escort Mk1 Hose Kit 


From a new range of silicone kits for classic Fords from Viper. 
Direct replacements of original rubber hoses for longer life 
and reliability for track days and fast road use. Available in 
red, blue or black. Also in Classic Black for 15 percent more. 


0845 0953 423 
www.viper-performance.co.uk 


4 
y 
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Piper MGB Tuning 


Range of MGB Piper B-Series 300 cams, available in 
12 different profiles. Also, reprofiled £138, Chill cast 
billet £220.80, Piper/Cometic MGB 4 cylinder MLS 
Head Gasket £79.34, Piper followers for pre 1971 


MGB £75.60, Piper MGB Single Valve Springs £50.40, 
Piper MGB Double Valve Springs £52.80. Piper Duplex 
Sprocket and Timing Chain kit £114.00. Specs online. 


01303 245 300 
www.pipercams.co.uk 


VW Beetle Piracy 
Dampers 005 
Shortened adjustable damper to suit the 
1200 swing axle model produced 
between 3/1953 and 7/1965. Similar 
version to suit the 1200, 1300A, 1500A 
and Karmann Ghia from 8/1965 to 1979 
is also available. Damping rate is easily 
adjustable by means of a knob on the 
side of the damper. Individually tested 
and covered by a 2-year warranty. 
www.gazshocks.com 


Compact Inverter 


Portable Powering inverter for 120 Watts of mains 


power from your 12v auxiliary/cigar socket. The MP120 


also features a USB charging socket. Suitable for 


charging and powering a number of devices within the 


power rating. See the website for full range available. 
www.ringautomotive.co.uk 


PRODUCT NEWS 
Classic Kit 


Gaz Adjustables 


For British 
Chryslers 


Proof that once made, they get added to their 
available products list. Suitable for the 
Sunbeam Talbot, the Lotus Ti version plus 
the Hillman Avenger and the exports 
versions such as the Sunbeam Avenger and 
Plymouth Cricket. Damping rate is easily 
adjustable by means of a knob on the side 
of the damper. Individually tested and 
covered by a 2-year warranty. 
www.gazshocks.com 


The Story of the 


BMC 1100 
Compiled by F.Pinckney 


£25.00 

Produced by The 1100 Club, ‘The 
Story’ is very much a scrap book 
detailing the car’s development 
and production history. It’s full of 
information that many won't 
have come across before as well 
as stories and views from those 
who developed the car, such as 
Dr. Alex Moulton. Its an essential 
read for anyone with an interest 
in the ADO16 range of cars. 
ISBN 978-1-84549-539-8 


www.the1100club.com/ 
Sites php 


COVENTRY’S 
MOTORCAR 
HERITAGE 


Updated 
Dremel 


Two new kits, with a host of | 
improvements, based on the update of the 
300 Series Tool. It now includes the new 
EZ Twist Nose Cap for changing tools 
without the need of a separate spanner. 
Further improvements include 130 watts 
of power, reduced vibration for better 
control, less noise and better soft grip in 
all the key gripping areas. Full kit contents 
and specs online. 


0844 736 0107 
www .dremel-direct.com 


Coventry’s 
Motorcar 
Heritage 


Damien Kimberley 


£14.99 

With the likes of Rover, Jaguar, 
Humber and Hillman all being 
formed in the city, Coventry's 
Motor Heritage details those 
well-known names, and many 
lesser-known over 150 pages, 

2 with archive images and adverts 
detailing the cars they built. It’s a 
fascinating and informative look 
at the City’s industrial past and 
the factories that populated it. 


ISBN 978-07524-5448-1 
www.thehistorypress.co.uk 
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: GT GROUREss 
Jet Set TOurerS cesses 


— 


Prices are taking off for two of the most 
unassuming Grand Tourers of the 1950s. Buy, 
now, as values are unlikely to land again. 


WORDS BY ANDREW ROBERTS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIC RICHARDSON 
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Market value 
£7,000-£30,000 


Recommended upgrades 

The Triumph 2.5 litre 6-cylinder engine can be an 
excellent alternative power plant. Fit seat belts. 
Upgrade the brakes with a servo. 

Essential checks 

Re-wiring can be a substantial project. Sagging 
suspension springs. A clunking sound from the rear 
end can denote a tired differential mount. 
Safety 

Front fog lamps, padded dashboard. 

Rare parts 


Body panels (although Greyhound survival rate is 
very good). Dashboard. Interior trim. 


“EZ 
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/ £9,000-£21,000 


Recommended upgrades 
Fit larger brake pads. Fit power steering. Fit 
seatbelts. 
Essential checks 
Interior trim can be hard to find. A replacement 

y chassis can cost five figures. Cylinder heads can 
crack — repairs are expensive. 
Safety 
Recessed window winders and door handles, 
extensive dashboard padding. 

_ Rare parts 

GRP body panels Interior trim (such as door 
handles). Replacement chassis. 


etd aeFove* 
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Greyhound makes for a refined, understated Grand Tourer. 


ne of the more 

masochistic pleasures of 

classic car ownership is to 

look back in time at the 
exotica that once seemed so 
accessible, even when allowing for 
inflation, but now seem to be the 
sole province of multi-millionaires. 
But even in 2012, there are still 
stunning vehicles that are still 
available for less than a King’s 
Ransom — although how long this 
state of affairs will continue with 
vehicles as magnificent as the AC 
Greyhound or the Jensen 541R is 
open to conjecture... 


AC Greyhound 

The understatedly elegant 
Greyhound was the last car in AC's 
long tradition of gentlemen's 
tourers and it still remains as one of 
the more underrated GTs of its era. 
In essence it was a larger alternative 
to the 1954 Aceca coupe, using the 
same ladder chassis but on a longer 
wheelbase and now fitted with all 
independent suspension. These 
developments were surmounted by 
luxurious 2+2 coachwork that made 
it the most attractive post-war AC, 
the Cobra notwithstanding. 

Despite its genuine sophistication, 
the Greyhound only 84 units were 
made from 1959 to 1963; anda 
price tag that was more than 
£1,000 in excess of the Aceca did 
not assist its commercial prospects. 
In addition it was always rather 
unfairly overshadowed by its near 
contemporary, the Aston Martin 
DB4, and the certain Carroll Shelby 
project that was one of the reasons 
for the Greyhound ceasing 
production; AC needed the factory 
space for the Cobra. 


Owner's view 
Richard 
Vaughan 


AC Greyhound 


Richard bought his 
Greyhound five years 
ago when it was not in 
peak condition- “It had 
suffered rear end 
damage, the trailing 
arms were damaged 
and the body was two 
inches wider than it 
should have been.” After 
an extensive restoration 
that had Richard 
“replacing every single 
nut and bolt” and a new 
paint finish it is now 
back to its accustomed 
magnificence. For 
everyday motoring, 
Richard recommends 
fitting radial ply tyres, a 
brake-servo and is 
considering altering the 
suspension — “You need 
softer springs at my 
age.” In addition to 
welcoming attention 
from passers-by. “Even if 
they don’t know what it 
is,” he concludes. 


Jensen 541R Subtle fins dominate : : 
Apart from the Aston Martin, one = ered Seas. Soeras hae: tts nity fru. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 


The Greyhound was last AC to date to be 
fitted with a proper back seat. 


Less than a hundred 
Greyhounds were built 
during its brief lifespan. 


of the Greyhound’s closest rivals 
was the Jensen 541R. As legend has 
it, Richard Jensen walked into the 
drawing office in February 1953 to 
order to work to commence on a 
small lightweight four seat car 
based around the 4-Litre Austin 
A125 Sheerline engine as used in 
the Interceptor. The new car had to 
be ready for that year’s Earls Court 
Motor Show and the result was not 
one of the most aesthetically 
distinguished British cars of the 
1950s, down to the hinged bonnet 
flap that controlled engine 
ventilation via the driver's footwell. 
Once the 541 went into full 
production in the following year, it 
was also the first ever British 
4-seater with a GRP bodyshell. Two 
years later it gained all round disc 
brakes — another first for the British 
motor industry — in 1957 it was face 
lifted as the 541R with rack and 
pinion steering, opening boot lid as 


‘ 
Greyhound’s cabin Tepregents 
the best of AC's intel Ors. 


Jet Set Tourers 


GT GROUP TEST 


standard, new front suspension 
from the Austin A90 Westminster 
and a new Moss gearbox. 

AC's period publicity stated that 
their archetypal owner smoked a 
Dunhill pipe, fished with a Hardy 
rod and shot with a Purdey gun. 
The Greyhound’s interior has more 
than enough space for these 
essential trappings of civilisation, in 
addition to a brace of large-ish front 
seat occupants. The brochures also 
claimed the Greyhound was a “four 
seater” but this was being slightly 
parsimonious with the truth 
although the rear bench is more 
than suitable for two reasonably 
uncomplaining children. Actually, 
any child who grumbles about the 
Greyhound's cabin should 
immediately be deprived of his/her 
Xbox as it represents AC's 
craftsmanship at its finest from the 
Nardi steering wheel to the 
expanses of hide trim. 

The 541R is actually shorter in 
length than the AC but due in part 
to Jensen’s cunning use of glass the 
cabin appears to be far more 
spacious with space for elbows, 
newspapers and fishing hooks. 
Whilst the interior of the 
Greyhound is definitely raffish, with 
its walnut-veneered décor, the 
Jensen's cabin has a far more 
purposeful air. There is less of a 
sensation of crouching when 
entering the 541R and when you 
settle behind the adjustable 
4-spoke wheel of the 541R, the 
ambience is less of a well-appointed 
wardroom and more of the 
leather-lined cockpit of an aircraft. 
The sheer care that went into the 
541R’s design is self-evident in the 
front pair of armchairs with more 
than enough headroom for a tall 
driver and rear seating for two full 
back sized adults to the recessed 
panels in the doors. 


Luggage space 

Both the Greyhound and the 541 
offer the bonus, one not always 
found on a British GT of this era, of 
a large boot making them 
eminently capable of providing chic 
holiday transport or, should your 
everyday car fail, being pressed into 
emergency service as shopping 
transport. However, the raison 
d’etre behind any well bred AC or 
Jensen is not so much causing a stir 
in your local Sainsbury's car park 
but taking to the open road, the 
Lucas headlamps penetrating the 
autumn dusk as the speedometer 
needle creeps ever upwards. 
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GT GROUP TEST 
et Set Tourers 


Owner's view 
Dave Turnage 
Jensen 541R 


Dave is the 541 Registrar 
for the Jensen Owners’ 
Club and has owned his 
1959 R for three years. 
He bought it some three 
years ago to augment 
his 541S and in that 
time he has made a few 
modifications — “The 
brakes were already 
servo-assisted but larger 
pads really help.” As a 
Grand Tourer the 541R 
has been used on long 
trips of Southern Europe, 
the best way to 
demonstrate its torquey 
engine and interior 
comfort. Dave regards 
the Jensen as one of the 
most elegant cars of its 
era — and remarks that 
awestruck gazes from 
members of the public 
are part and parcel of 
541R ownership. 


541R's coachwork suggests 
influences from the aero industry. 


Motorists used to cars of this era will find the 
Steering delightfully responsive 


Such is the smoothness of the Hints of Mercedes 300SL. Big hints. 
541R’s engine and ride that it is = 
near impossible to contemplate that 
the origins of the former hail from 
Austin’s commercial vehicle division 
and that the suspension is derived 
from the A70 Hereford. This is a car 
that sounds effortless at 100 mph 
and the Moss gearbox has ratios 
equally well chosen for motorway 
and urban driving. Motorists used 
to cars of this era will find the 
steering delightfully responsive 
although those not overly familiar 
with late 1950s driving techniques 
might like to consider fitting PAS. 

The Greyhound was available 
with a variety of engines — our test 
car is fitted with the 2.2 litre Bristol 
unit — and despite lacking the vast 
might of the 541R’s power plant it 
always sounds enthusiastic rather 
than busy. In terms of character it is 
a rather paradoxical machine — 
simultaneously as English as a 
Dunhill pipe (or Hardy rod) yet 


Large wheel 
dominates the 
Jensen's 
purposeful 
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~ Jensen is also a 
Straight-six, and 
develops a hefty 
amount of torque. 


Rust Buster 


AC Greyhound 

® Base of the A-pillar. 
® Suspension mounts. 
® Jacking points and 
out-riggers. 


Jensen 541R 

® Chassis spring 
hangers. 

® Chassis side 
members (one houses 
the brake servo). 

® Exterior brightwork. 


Contacts 


AC Greyhound 
AC Owners’ Club 


www.acownersclub.co.uk 


AC-6 
www.ac-6.co.uk 


AC Spares 
Contact Brian Eacott 
020 8397 8472 


Ford Consul 
Jensen Owners’ Club 
www.joc.org.uk 


Jensen Parts 
www.jensenparts.co.uk 


Cropedy Bridge 


www.cropredybridge. 
com 


www.classicsmonthly.com 


DID YOU KNOW? 


In 1960 the 5415S was the first British 
car with seatbelts as standard. 


ENGINE 
POWER 
TORQUE 
TRANSMISSION 


FRONT 
SUSPENSION 


REAR 
SUSPENSION 


BRAKES 
WHEELS & 


TYRES 
DIMENSIONS 


WEIGHT 
PRODUCTION 


AC Greyhound 


1991cc S6 SOHC 
105bhp @ 5, 000rpm 
120 lb-ft @ 4, 500rpm 
4 speed manual 


Independent Coil Spring 
& Wishbones 


Independent Coil Springs 
with Semi Trailing Arms 


Discs on front, drums on 


rear 


175/185R16 16 inch 


Length 15ft, width Sft 


Sins, height 4ft 4.5ins 


2,185Ibs 


Jensen 541R 


3,990cc S6 OHV 
152bhp @ 4,100rpm - 
227 \b-ft @ 2,400rpm 
4 speed manual 


Independent Coil Spring 
and Wishbone 


Live Axle, Panhard Rod 
with Semi-Elliptic 
Springs 


Discs all round 


175/185R15 15 inch 


Length 14ft Sins, width 


5ft 3ins, height 4ft Sins 


3, 241 Ibs 


GT GROUP TEST 
Jet Set Tourers 


almost Italianate in terms of its 
styling. Contemporary enthusiasts 
were known to grumble that the 
Greyhound's road manners were 
inferior to those of the Aceca but 
then it was always intended to be a 
GT with very agreeable road 
manners rather than an out an out 
sports car. Indeed the Greyhound is 
exceptionally civilized; the ride 
always firm yet pliant even when 
billowing along in overdrive fourth. 

The AC and the Jensen — how 
could any mortal chose between 
cars that thrill in every aspect? 


AC Greyhound 

Performance (4) 
Handling (4) 
DIY maintenance (4) 
Club backup (5) 
Value for money (5) 
Total 22/25 
Jensen 541R 

Performance (5) 
Handling (4) 
DIY maintenance (4) 
Club backup (5) 
Value for money (5) 
Total 23/25 


Coe eeeeeeeeeseceseesseseesesoeses 


This has to be a choice based on 
personal idiosyncrasy rather 
than pure objectivity with two 
such distinguished machines. 
The AC is a combination of 
coachwork reminiscent of the 
Maserati 3500 GT Superleggera 
with all of the verve and 
gentlemanliness of a well-bred 
Grand Tourer. The Jensen is a 
prime example of superlative 
engineering, automotive beauty 
and genuine versatility — it is 
also very hard to resist a sports 
car with an adjustable radiator 
panel — and as such wins a 
place in my garage. But both of 
these fine vehicles are still 
accessible to mere mortals. But 
not for much longer... 
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Specialists Services, people, products and skills ready to help 


LOCKHEED & GIRLING 


BRAKE & CLUTCH 
HYDRAULIC CYLINDERS 


FOR BRITISH VEHICLES 1935-1980 
MASTER CYLINDERS, WHEEL 
CYLINDERS, CALIPERS, CLUTCH 
SLAVES, FLEXIBLE HOSES, 


PADS, KITS Etc. == 
WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER 
POWERTRACK LTD 


Tel/fax: 01753 842680 
www.powertrackbrakes.co.uk 


COPPER & COPPER NICKEL 
— PIPE SETS 


Tailored to fit most vehicles. Complete 
with brass fittings & pipe clips. 
Individual pipes available 

Fuel,Clutch, Oil pipes 

Braided & Non-Braided hoses 


DOT5 SILICONE 
BRAKE FLUID 


° Lasts a lifetime 
Will not catch fire 
Guarantees consistent 
performance 
Will not damage paintwork 


Classic Fuel Systems 
Sa a 
ins 

SU Solex, Stromberg, Zenith, Weber 
Specialists in reconditioning all British, 
European and American Carburettors to ‘the 
ighest standards. 

All pre-war & post-war classics catered for 
FUEL PUMPS, SPECIALISTS IN 
MANUFACTURE OF RARE PARTS 
Tel: 01274 684143 
or 07811 410481 


www.classicfuelsystems.co.uk 
Email: info@classicfuelsystems.co.uk 


Automec 
Equipment & Parts Ltd., 
36 Ballmoor, Buckingham, 
Bucks., MK18 [RQ 
www.automec.co.uk 
email: info@automec.co.uk 
Tel: 01280 822818 
Fax: 01280 823140 


‘gs? GOWER & LEE 


__ 
CARBURETTOR 
SPECIALISTS 


All English * European carburettor 
work undertaken * Spares carried for 
SU, Solex, Zenith, CD, Stromberg, 
Weber & Pierburg carburettors for 
your vintage classic or modern car 
* Mail order service 
* All major credit cards accepted 


“Website : www.davidkelly.co.uk 
Liwyneinion Road, Legacy, 
Wrexham, LL14 4ET. 


Sales Dept. 


& P.O. Box 91 Bushey. 
. Watford WD23 2ZG 
Tel/Fax 01923 247300 


www.gowerandlee.co.uk 


e-mail sales@gowerandlee.co.uk 


HAMLINS ENGINEERING 

64 Monmouth Street, Bridgwater, 
Somerset TAG 5EJ Tel: 01278 422452 
www.hamlinsengineering.co.uk 


THE BEST SHOP 


Engi diti ith iderabl 
WINDOW FOR eeernen corte 


classicsmonthly@futurenet.com 
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CARBURETTORS 


ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES 


yen a A TT ET TNE 


[auto ELECTRIC SUPPLIES | 


Wr Everything you need for wiring, a 
rewiring and maintaining your vehicle 


it Phone, fax or visit our website for a FREE 100 page 
: mail order catalogue containing over 1,000 

q different products. Or buy online! Classic and modern 
i components. Friendly staff and fast ein 


810255 ae 
iB FS Fe Te J 


www. ssabialnd teeta co. ” J , 


{ZOQA 24 


O559 Fa aar 
Cl vO 2) 


Classic Exhaust 
Specialists 


Huge stocks of British and foreign Classic 
Exhausts, including 1950s, 60s, 70s, 80s and 
back to the thirties. 


ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 


Carriage arranged — Old stocks purchased 
Mob: 07768 263683/Tel: 01226 298955 


DRAW THE * 
CROWDS TO * 
YOUR 


Send your diary dates to . 
classicsmonthly@futurenet.com 
I 
(Flexollfte 
Flewoliite 


e Prevents acid formation & protects against acid corrosion, gum & resin build up 
& carbon deposits 
© Cleans carburetors, injectors, filters & fuel lines of existing deposits 
Can improve driveability, increase fuel economy, restore power & reduce emissions 
© Suitable for use with leaded petrol, LRP and catalytic converters and can be used in 
2 and 4 stroke engines. 


ETHANOEMATER:: 


additive}tojprotectiyvourrclassic 


Now endorsed by the FBHVC as a fuel additive 
For protection against corrosion in metals 


@ 


Also available : 
OIL COOLER KITS, OIL PUMPS & FUEL PUMPS, SANDWICH PLATES & OIL COOLERS, 
REGULATORS & FILTERS, SPIN-ON OIL FILTER ADAPTORS, ELECTRIC WATER PUMPS, 
HOSES FOR OIL, BRAKE & CLUTCH APPLICATIONS ...AND MUCH MORE! 


Visit our website for more information on our products. 
T; +44 (0)1722 712829 E: sales@flexolite.co.uk W: www.flexolite.co.uk 


ATTRACT NEW 
MEMBERS TO YOUR 


CAR CLUB gn 


Tell our readers about it at 
classicsmonthly@futurenet.com 


) VENEER RESTORATION 


~ Dashboards andsall interior 
tored and lacquered 


THE BEST SHOP 
WINDOW FOR 
YOUR PRODUCTS 


classicsmonthly@futurenet.com 


CLASSIC LANCIA SPECIALISTS 


Mail order parts service 
rsa 


Suspension, Brakes 


Full or partial restorations 
Competition Preparation 
Omicron Engineering Ltd., The Long Barn, Mulbarton, 
Norwich, Norfolk NR14 8JS, UK 


Bodywork, Engines, 
Tel: (01508) 570351 www.omicron.uk.com 


Specialists 


NUMBER PLATES 


BLACK & POLISHED ALLOY 
SILVER OR WHITE RAISED DIGIT 
ON BLACK BACKGROUND 
SELF ADHESIVE 
SILVER or WHITE on BLACK 
ACRYLIC 
SILVERLINE 

from £24.95 PER PAIR 


Visa, POLAR AUTOMOTIVE LTD S 
www.classicplatesonline.co.uk 
Tel: 01892 519933/Fax: 528142 


% ) ie gmR FOR MG! 
_ eae 


MG’S URGENTLY WANTED 


FOR CASH 


ANY YEAR, 


& ANY 
7 CONDITION 


WWW. mgsfor: 
9STorsale.com 


DERBY PLATING 


RECHROMING TO THE 
HIGHEST CONCOURS 
STANDARDS 


ECIALIST IN 
ef MOTOR CARS 
TELEPHONE 
UA) 


MOBILE 
07831 556666 


148 Abbey St, Derby, DE22 3SS 
Fax/Tel: (01332) 382408 
www.derbyplating.co.uk 


Quality Chrome Ltd 


SPECIALISTS IN POLISHING 
& ELECTRO-PLATING 
www.qualitychrome.co.uk 
Email: sales@qualitychrome.co.uk 
Fax/Tel: (01482) 589838 
Unit 1 & 2 Malton Street, Witham 
Hull HU9 1BA 


REPAIRS 


Overdrive 


Repair Services 


Re-manufacturer of the 
Laycock De Normanville 
Overdrive units and spares 
Tel: 0114 248 2632 
Email: 
info@overdrive-repairs.co.uk 
www.overdrive-repairs.co.uk 


REES BROS. .q 


CLASSIC CAR RESTORATION 


Enthustiastic craftsmanship at very competitive cost 


TRIUMPH & MG SPECIALISTS 
¢ Full or part 


LET US KNOW 
ABOUT YOUR 


classicsmonthly@futurenet.com tuning 

¢ Bodywork 
repairs and 
resprays 

¢ Engine and gearbox 
rebuilds 

¢ Rewiring and retrimming 

* Chassis restoration on our jig 

¢ ...in fact, all aspects of MG and 
TRIUMPH care 

For free advice and estimates, please contact 
Andrew Child at: 69 GORDON ROAD, 

ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 1N 
Telephone: 01252 323 038 8 


Web-site: www.reesbros.co.uk 


Specialist suppliers 
of rubber seals and 


FREE fully illustrated catalogue 
Please visit our website or call 


(local rate) 


Seals+Direct Ltd, 32 Marley Ave, New Milton, 
Hants BH25 5LJ 


THE BEST SHOP. 


WINDOW FOR 
YOUR PRODUCTS ¥ 


classicsmonthly@futurenet.com ‘ 
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a a 
Specialists Services, people, products and skills ready to help 


Tear Snort 


© Customs clearance ¢ UK & European collection & delivery 


e SAFE e SECURE * COMPETITIVE 
t: 01394 695566 f: 01394 673031 


kevin.lewis@rjjfreight.co.uk chinita@rjjfreight.co.uk 


THE 


TRIUMPH 


SPORTS SIx 


CLUB 
UNUNITTI 


The Club For 
ALL 
Triumph 
Enthusiasts 
www.tssc.org.uk 
01858 434424 


Wy 


)TRI-PART( 


/ F eS ger >, 
Classic 


Colours! 

DIY Painting made Easy! 
Classic (or Modern) Colour 

now available in cellulose 
= ca ‘| Colour Matching Service 
=<} for existing paintwork 

Can Be Supplied In 

Aerosols or Spraygun quantities 
www.paintyourclassic.com 
Tel.O1858 434424 


ULY 2012 


www. rjjfreight.co.uk 


More Local Area Groups 


National Triumph Events 


Monthly Club Magazine 
Packed with original 
Triumph based content 


Club Shop Discounts 


Full time staff of Triumph 
Enthusiasts, always at 
your service 


coms MOBILE WELDING 
WOOLIES 


Trim, 
Upholstery 
and Fittings 


WOOLIES ‘C’, Whitley Way 
Market Deeping, Peterborough 
PE6 8AR 
Tel: 01778 347347 
Fax: 01778 341847 
email: info@woolies-trim.co.uk 


DRAW THE * 
CROWDS TO 
YOUR 


Send your diary dates to 
classicsmonthly@futurenet.com 


West Yorkshire based enthusiast 
Owner/driver for a friendly fully insured 
Nationwide service with Winching facility. 
Please call Graham on 07885 595100 
Or email me at 
grahamwhitwam@hotmail.com 


Wins International Ltd 
Tel: 01342 327018, Email: winsintitd@sky.com 


TRIUMPH & ROVER P6 spares specialist 
covering new, reconditioned and used spares, vast stocks, est 
since 1987, mail order UK and worldwide, fast and friendly service 


Website covers all new, recon and used spares and | 
also lists cars currently in for dismantling 

Opening hours: 9-4.50pm Mon-Friday, 9-12 pm Saturdays 

All in one large warehouse, with shop counter, feel free to come and 
browse. Whatever your requirement we will always try and help 

Unit 21b, Durkins Rd, Charlwoods Industrial Estate 

East Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 2ER 


PS, / . —5 
YeITzZ 
g 


www.trbitz.com 
Tel: 01925 861861 Email: 


info@trbitz.com 


“AMAZON 
www.amazoncars.co.uk —CAR- —— 
a 


VOLVO 
PV © Amazon ° P1800 ° 140 


Original Parts — Specialized Sporting Parts 
Thousands of parts are on our shelves 
Parts Couriered ° Full Workshops Facilities 


01379 388400 


164 


SERVICES 


Classic & Sports Car Welding Specialist 
FULLY EQUIPPED MOBILE WORKSHOP AV. BLE C f 
EXPERIENCED, CONSCIENCIOUS, HIGH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

WITH ALL REPAIRS FLUSH FIT AND FULLY WELDED (subject to curvature) 


PASSIONATE ABOUT CLASSIC CARS 
Alvis Aston Martin Bentley Cadillac Jaguar Jensen Maserati Mercedes MG Rolls Royce Rover 
40 582 
org Email: aol.com 
ne 


} 


i= 


Whatever your pride and joy. 


Rest assured. We'll get you covered. 


The enthusiasts’ favourite for over twenty five years, 
Footman James is one of the leading specialist insurance brokers. 


With a UK client base of 140,000 owners of classic 

and vintage vehicles, Footman James consistently 

uses its enormous influence to arrange our best 

deal for you. 24 hour Breakdown Recovery 
(UK and European) 

So whatever your pride and joy, you can be 2 

confident that with Footman James behind you, Personal Accident to include 

you've adopted our best policy. Road Rage & Carjacking 


Agreed Value, Limited Mileage and 
Multi-Vehicle options are also 
available 


Policies include as standard 
Motor Legal Expenses 


Talk to us soon. 


WwW ere al your series 


FOOTMAN = 
JAMES @ 0844 826 9006 


Insurance specialists. At your service. WWW. foot ma nj ames.co.u k 


Footman James is a trading name of Aon Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority in respect of insurance mediation activities only. 
Telephone calls may be monitored or recorded for your protection. FP 5010.08.08 


COMPETITIVE RATES on modern and classic car, motorcycle, home & contents insurance 


Insurance for 
Classic Cars 


Adrian Flux know how much you love 
your classic car, that’s why we are 
dedicated to finding you a policy, 
tailor-made to your own personal 
requirements and driving history. 


ADRIAN 
FLUX 


0800 081 8989 


adrianflux.co.uk 


Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority 


LO 


S 
LUX (A 


Our policies can Orek 
gw FREE Legal Cover 
w Limited Mileage 
w Club Discounts 


mw Agreed Value 
gw Modifications enverad 


gw Laid-up Cover 


a 
Insurance Services Agreed value, laid-up cover, UK & European recovery, limited mileage... 


TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL STEVE PYATT ON 01225 442244 EXT 2035 


“Insure your Classic Car with us” 


We are able to offer discounts for a variety of situations 


Y Club Members - up to 15% 
Y Insured Only Driving 

Y Restricted Mileage 

Y Age of Vehicle Discount 

Y Second Cars 

Y Vehicle Ownership Discount 


Let us help you lower your costs so that you can enjoy your motoring 


Graham Sykes Insurance No. 1 to be with 
Call us on 01395 255100 or 


visit our website at www.graham-sykes.co.uk 


CC12.11/INS13/e 


We could try and tell you all about 
Heritage Classic Car Insurance 
but we think our customers do a much better job 


“Thanks for being a great insurance 
company. A pleasure to deal with. 


Keally easy to renery - CLASSIC & SPECr4, 


| Leritage “Fentsatosnat 
s 
«Plain » imple +, mane “dl ah | Many thankal® 
Great seorvir® — Cir ANCE 
ANS 

"Absolute] — ‘ vice AWA the 
Y brill , ; sed with your P ; 

had to ti lant service when ] “aM really ae pee ate my cLASSLC 


Be ng for a 
price, woulg query. Excellent traigntforwara pro Ve 
recomm strarg oa work! 
end to anyone!” cay insurance. Keep up the Qo 


Call us or visit our website to quote & buy online 


0845 373 4777 www.heritage-quote.co.uk 


Ref: CLASSI Authorised and regulated by the Fina uthority. Calls may be monitored or recorded for your protection. Terms a 
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Insurance Services 


TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL STEVE PYATT ON 01225 442244 EXT 2035 


ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH FOR sal; “% 
YOUR CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE? classicline” 
... THEN CONSIDER US! 


onany classic, 
future classic, 
custom, kit, 
american, retro 

Performanc 
© Car 


- Agreed values on cars over 5 years 

- Family policies on 2 or more cars/bikes 
- Free club arranged tratk days 
Reduced rates for limited mileage 


BUCKINGHA\A — 
a "01455 639 000 


Tel: 01773 748627 
Email: info@buckinghaminsurance.co.uk visit ClassicLinel Nsurance.co uk 


36 Nottingham Road, Ripley, Derbyshire DES 3DJ 


*Terms and conditions apply. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority 


HASS Ll NO forms to complete 
NO photographs or documents to supply 
YES we'll take ‘your’ evaluation 


Plus, all classic car policies through Carole Nash include: 
UK & European breakdown recovery 
Up to £100,000 legal cover 
Salvage retention rights” 


0800 083 7171 


MAKING IT EASIER FOR 
CLASSIC CAR OWNERS 


Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat Sam-Spm, Sun 10am-4pm. 
“Terms and conditions apply, please visit www.carolenash.com/classic-car-agreed-value-terms-and-conditions. “Subject to satisfying underwriting conditions. “This offer is only available for policies taken out over the phone. 


JULY 2012 CLASSICS MONTHLY | 135 
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To enter simply get a classic car insurance quote reread 
or renew your existing classic car insurance policy association with 


£89 0800 1313 759 


Tr QUOTE REF:’WIN AN MG’ 
Calls may be recorded for monitoring and training purposes. 


www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk/winanmg 


Lancaster Insurance Services Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority 306514. 


Policy Options 
Include:* 
Performance Direct was 
founded on a love of classic Multi-car policies 
and specialist vehicles and 
we're now one of the Uk’s 
leading independent brokers. Agreed values 


Car Club discounts 


Last year thousands of FREE foreign use cover 
Classic Car owners swapped (up to 90 days) 
their insurance to 


Performance Direct. hiinikoditntionge 


discounts 


Want to find out why? Modified classics 


Don't just renew your *Subject to underwriting criteria 
insurance — save money and 
experience the difference with Open 7 days a week 
Performance Direct. 


0844 573 3563) raw THE 
www.performancedirect.co.uk CROWDS TO 


PERFORMANCE YO U R CLASSI C 
ana CAR EVENT 


Performance Direct is a trading name of Grove & Dean Ltd, an independent intermediary who are authorised Send your diary dates to 
and regulated by the Financial Services Authority (FSA). For your security calls may be recorded. classicsmonthly@futurenet com 
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MILLIONS MORE NUMBERS ONLINE WITH MARKED PRICES 


WW.MOTORMARKS.CO.UK 


PRICE GUARANTEE - YOU WILL NOT FIND THESE NUMBERS CHEAPER ELSEWHERE OR WE WILL REFUND THE DIFFERENCE! 
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Appleton Autodrome, Swine Yard Lane, High Legh 
Knutsford WA16 0SD, ENGLAND 
Tel : 01925 756000 Fax : 01925 757900 E-mail info@trbitz.com 
www.trbitz.com 


CARS FOR SALE 
The Best Selection of TRs In the UK 


CAR LIST 14/02/12 


TR6 RED/BLACK 150 BHP, OVERDRIVE, CHROME WIRES, 
REBUILT BY TR BITZ 


TR6 RED/BLACK 150 BHP, OVERDRIVE, CURRENTLY 
BEING RESTORED IN OUR W/SHOPS £18,000 


TR6 BLUE/BLACK, 1974 WITH STAGE 2. ENGINE, 
OVERDRIVE, MXS5 SEATS, MINILITES £13,750 


TR4 WHITE/BLUE, CHROME WIRES U.K. CAR, GOOD BODY 
AND CHASSIS, GOOD MECHANICS 


TR6 PRIMROSE/BLACK, LHD, 1969, EX US CAR, O/DRIVE, 
WOLFRACE WHEELS, B-O-C 


TRIUMPH STAG, WHITE/BLACK, 1974, HARDTOP, ORIGINAL 
ENGINE £8,950 


TR6 RED/BLACK, U/L,O/DRIVE, NEW FUEL SYSTEM ..£7,500 
TR3A LHD, EX US. CAR, JUST IN FOR RESTORATION £6,500 


We Have Moved! 


Please Note our New Telephone Number 01925 756000 
Our New Address: Appleton Autodrome, Swine Yard Lane, 
Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 0SD 


—— 


TDK 2055 


For further information on probably the largest 
single model car club in Britain contact: 


Sta$ Owners Club 


clo The Old Rectory 
Aslacton 
Norfolk NR15 2JN 


Telephone: 
07071 224245 


Website: 
www.stag.org.uk 


JOIN NOW 
The club for TR Action 


We have local groups throughout the UK and worldwide 
members in 38 different countries. 


Membership benefits include; competitive insurance cover, expert 
technical help, a superb member’s magazine with FREE classified 
ads, access to local and international events, comprehensive 
regalia shop and book sales - plus a recognised supplier scheme. 


Visit our website to join or to find further information: 
www.tr-register.co.uk 
or telephone 01235 818866 


TR Register, 1B Hawksworth, Southmead Industrial Park, Didcot, Oxon OX11 7HR 
Tel: 01235-818866 Fax: 01235-818867 e-mail: office@tr-register.co.uk 


Diamond-ESupplies.co.uk 


Round 
Hexagon 
Flat 
Angle 


Silver Steel 
Mild Steel 
Stainless Steel 
Aluminium 
Brass 

Nylon 


Diamond ESupplies 
Shire Hill Industrial Estate, Thaxted Road, Saffron Walden, Essex CB11 3AQ 


0844 854 1731 0844 854 1739 
sales@diamond-esupplies.co.uk 
www.diamond-esupplies.co.uk 


THE BEST SHOP 
WINDOW FOR 
YOUR PRODUCTS 


classicsmonthly@futurenet.com 


LYNBROOK ~*~: 
INSURANCE -#. 


OFFER CLASSIC INSURANCE ‘diene 1972 
WITH UNIQUE FEATURES 


‘The quotation will be structured for your needs — not the Insurers’. If you view your 
vehicle as a classic, then probably so will we — and offer you cover. Our policies generally 
include more than our competitors — yet are competitively priced. Typical features are:- 


Cover for drivers from 21 years old 

Ability to buy back salvage 

Extra payment to help you 

find a replacement (if written off) 

Spares and accessories kept at home included 

Payment made if you want to “self repair” 

Repayment for miles you do not use 

(on our 8,000m limit scheme) 

UK and European Breakdown/RecoveryPLUS Schemes 
for collections, caravanettes, motorcycles and outfits, and 
commercial vehicles. Cover could include weddings 


and personal business use. 


(not all features may be included in the cover quoted). 


WE AIM TO BEAT ANY QUOTE — TRY US LAST TO FIND OUT! 


Tel: 0845 130 4662 8am-6pm weekdays 


SPECIALIST INS.DIV (LYNBROOK), LIBRARY HOUSE, NEW ROAD, 
BRENTWOOD CM14 4GD. 


lynbrook @equitygroup.co.uk 


LYNBROOK INSURANCE IS AN APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVE OF EQUITY 
DIRECT BROKING LTD WHICH IS AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY 
THE FINANCIAL SERVICES AUTHORITY. 


it ford ANTE fa 


Et EUROPE’S BIG G EST T & | BEST FO yer IVAL L 


onLy = 


Book online at Fone oni -or EAT 0871 0 ay 


ADVANCE PRICES: ENTRY TICKETS £18 - TRACK TIME £30 - CONCOURS £25: INCLUDES ENTRY TICKET - 0-60 SPRINT £5 OR £12 FOR 3 RUNS 


Supported 
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CANON EOS 5D MARK III TESTED 


(GOOD ENOUGH TO BEAT NIKON'S AWESOME D800? 


Don't miss the packed June issue of Digital Camera 


TWO FREE GIFTS! Double-sided cheat sheet Ghutter speed guide and lens-test chart), 
plus all-new Video Disc with camera technique and Photoshop lessons 


Visit our website at www.digitalcameraworld.com 


We ADRIAN FLUX . 
2012 AUTO SERIES 


PERFORMANCE CAR EVENT 


Sunday end September - Silverstone Circuit 


Live Action - Motorsport - Detailing - Tuning - Club Cars - Audio & Retail Zones 


traxshows. co.uk 


For a quote call 0800 0818989 ~ “ADRIAN FLUX 


EMAIL YOUR ADS TO: classicsmonthly @futurenet.com TEXT: 87474 OR PICTURE MESSAGE: 07921 889345 


Check the price 

Compare the price with values in our 
price guide for cars in similar condition. 
A cheap car's not always a bargain. 


Go by condition, not age 

Most classics will be valued according to 
condition, not age. Newer cars are not 
always worth more. The tax-free status 
of a pre-1973 car is a great plus point, 
especially on larger-engined cars. 


Take a friend when viewing 
Another set of eyes and ears can prevent 
you buying in haste. Ideally take an 
expert along from the relevant club, but 
at the very least it’s useful to have a 
friend with a car to get there and 
accompany you back if you buy. 


Research before you go 

Get an idea of the model's weak points 
so you can check for rust and know the 
cost of any parts that need replacing. 
Interior trim, chrome and glass are often 
expensive to replace. Join the club for 
valuable buying advice. 


— 


MK2 CAPRI 

1977, 3-litre Ghia auto, 
44k, beige, excellent 
original car, dry stored. 
Unleaded heads. 


: ALPINE GL 


Tel: 01354 651947 


Cambridgeshire - Wiltshire 


METROPOLITAN 
1954 MkI LHD 
conversion. Rust-free 
restored Californian 
example. 12 months 


» 1979, 1442cc petrol. 5 
door hatch. 36531 miles. 
» One owner, garaged 
SORN since 2007. Last 
MoT'd June ‘09. 
Tel: 01225 704424 


METROPOLITAN MINI MINOR 
£9750 7 £8000 


aye 


| aa 


» 1959 MINI MINOR 

: Registered Sept ‘59. 

© 1187th Mini made. 

: Heritage certificate. 
Original except seatbelts. 


USING THE AD 


Chat to the seller 

Any honest seller will be happy to talk 
about the car. Ask questions about why 
he or she is selling, any problems the car 
has given and what work they'd do if 
they were keeping the car. 


Short MOT? 

If the MOT is due in a month or less, ask 
the seller to get it tested. Offer to include 
the cost in the purchase price provided 
the car passes without problems. 


Meet at the seller’s house 
In order to confirm the owner's address 
and details on the V5 form are correct. 


Be ready to buy 

Two great incentives to getting money 
off the price are a wad of cash and the 
ability to legally drive or tow the car 
away there and then. 


Walk away 

Don’t be afraid to leave empty handed if 
you're not happy. There will always be 
another example on sale somewhere. 


a 


CAPRI a CHRYSLER ALPINE FORD ESCORT 
£3250 £1500 £CALL 


1300 XL 

1973 4-door. Automatic. 
Great condition. 
Excellent tan interior. 
Runs really nice. Taxed 
and MoT’d 

Tel: 07583 665453 
Rugby 


MGB ROADSTER 


MGB ROADSTER 
1979 Black, overdrive, 
alloy wheels, new hood 
& MoT. Oselli head 
conversion. Lovely 


MoT. : Best offer over condition. 
Tel: 01743 718939 : Tel: 07775 631832 Tel: 01327 830341 
Shropshire ! Oxfordshire North Hants 


www.classicsmonthly.com 


Seller's Jargon 


Concours 

In excellent condition, 
suitable for entry into 

a concours competition. 


Tax exempt 

Built before 1 January 
1973 so qualifies for 
free road tax. 


WHY? 

What Have You? Seller 
will consider a swap 
with a car or parts. 


ONO / OVNO 

Or (Very) Near Offer. The 
seller will accept less 
money than the asking 
price shown. 


88k 
Mileometer currently 
shows 88,000 miles. 


S/S exhaust 


Stainless-steel exhaust 
system fitted. 


FORD ESCORT XR3 
£C 


FORD ESCORT XR3 
1982 89,142 miles. 
Recent full service. Good 
condition for age, 17 
miles since MoT Ready 
for Summer. 

Tel: 01856 876356 
Orkney 


RDM PROTOTYPE 
£12000 


PROTOTYPE 2000 
3.8 E-type engine and 
running gear, Rebuilt by 
VSE. D-cams, manual & 
overdrive. Chrome wires. 
Low mileage. 


: Tel: 01255 676538 


Essex 
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T&T 
Taxed and tested: car 
has MOT and road tax. 


Unleaded 
Runs on unleaded fuel. 


NOS / N.0.S. 

New Old Stock: original 
parts that remain in 
unused condition. 


Webasto 
Large cloth sunroof. 


AC/EW/EM/0D/PAS 
Air conditioning / 
electric windows / 
electric mirrors / 
overdrive gearbox / 
power assisted steering. 


LHD/DH/CL/FSH/BRG 
Left-hand drive / 
drophead / central 
locking / full service 
history / British Racing 
Green paintwork. 


MERCEDES BENZ 
£11750 


280 SL 

1980. Straight six. Red, 
alloy wheels. MoT and 
tax, hard top and new 
mohair hood. Top rear 
seat. CD. 

Tel: 01656 743603 
Bridgend 


TRIUMPH STAG 
£5995 ONO 


Sousa 
TRIUMPH STAG 

1972. MkI auto, tax & 
MoT. Yes, put your 
glasses on and come and 
look at me. 


Wenn see, 


Tel: 07933 242851 
Surrey 


Cars for sale Post your advert to: Market Place, Classics Monthly, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, BA1 2BW 


EMAIL YOUR ADS TO: classicsmonthly @futurenet.com TEXT: 87474 OR PICTURE MESSAGE: 07921 889345 


CAPRI GARAGE FIND 
1983 Mk3, 2-litre. 
Complete stripdown, most : 
parts to restore, all 
welding done. £CALL 
Tel: 02380 482722 
Hants 


CORTINA MK2 1600E 
1970, 4 door, unfinished 
project, steering rack 
conversion, good solid 
shell, £950 OVNO 

Tel: 07585 663620 
Northhants 


ESCORT 1100 SUPER 
February 1968, two-door, 
1300cc, tie-bar model, 
requires total restoration. 
£1500 

Tel: 01202 859634 
Dorset 


: Magnum Pro seats, 


Lifeline extinguisher. 
£19,500 


: Tel: 01423 503181 
: Essex 


- MORRIS MINOR VAN 


Very rare, rose-taupe 6 


: cwt van ex ware 52,000 : 
- miles. MoT October 2012, 
: 4 owners from new, i 


perfect gutters, unleaded. 


: Utterly reliable. 
: £9750 
: Tel: 01255 672311 


Essex 


: AUSTIN A95/A105 

: Roadwheels with 

‘ ventilation holes and slots. 
: Ideally with good, tubeless 


: crossply tyres. Also other 


FIESTA SUPERSPORT 
| have restored her over 
the last five years of 
ownership, she is a 1300, 
with twin 40 dcnfs, roof 
tip spoiler, three spoke RS 
wheel and boss, engine 
lowering kit, lower stru 
brace, 90bhp on the 
rollers, inside and out 
paint, seats recovered, 
new carpet, new 
headlining, new badges, 
lights, the lot, she is 
stunning. £5500 

Tel: 07931 530461 


miscellanea. 11am-9pm 


: only, please. 
: Tel: 020 8445 8768 


Herts 


: AUSTIN MAXI 
- LHD, any location 


considered, running but 


: needing TLC. Cash 
: Waiting. 


Tel: 07891 020526 


: Surrey 


AUSTIN & WOLSELEY 


PARTS 


- 4/44 and15/50. New rear 


: bumper, Front brake back 


FORD ESCORT 
1980 Stage rally car. 2-litre : 
Pinto, Group 1 head, 
RL32, 45 Webers, 5 Speed : 
Tran X, 4 Link, Panhard 
Rod, Atlas Axle, 4.63 
CWP. 7Jx13 Minilite 
wheels, A2 Dunlops, 
Magnum Pro seats, 
Lifeline extinguisher. 
£19,500 

Tel: 01423 503181 
Essex 


FORD ESCORT 
1980 Stage rally car. 2-litre | 
Pinto, Group 1 head, 
RL32, 45 Webers, 5 Speed ; 
Tran X, 4 Link, Panhard 
Rod, Atlas Axle, 4.63 
CWP. 7Jx13 Minilite 
wheels, A2 Dunlops, 


plate from 15/50 only. 
Austin A55 mk2 rear wing 


: and door chrome. New 


old stock, please. 


: Tel: 01243 814459 
: Sussex 


- LAND ROVER 


Series 1,2 or 3. Any 


: condition. With or without 
: MoT. Must be tax exempt. 
: 1948 to 1973. Also parts 


for same wanted. Cash 
waiting. 


- Tel: 07860 259442 


West Midlands 


TRIUMPH GT6 


: Mk2 parts, four speed 

: transmission and 

: differential, brake master 
: cylinder, and Cosmic alloy 


FORD ANGLIA 


1953 37,000 miles. Years MoT, 
rebuild engine. New tyres & 


electrics. Waxoyled. 


Tel: 01394 388050 Suffolk 


wheels. 
Tel: 0207 8341616 


London 


WHITE BAND TYRES 
205x70x15 and four 
sheep skin over rugs in 
red, black or white. 

Tel: 01236 612274 
Glasgow 


AUSTIN A30/A35 


: Brake master cylinder. 


Resleeved, as new £95 


: Wheel cylinders as new 


£45 EACH A40 models as 
well resleeved and more 
Tel: 0151 427 9228 
Liverpool 


CORTINA MKI DOORS 
From a 1966 Super. Not in 
great condition but 
complete with chrome 
frames, glass & 
mechanisms. For 
collection. £FREE 

Tel: 07932 440012 
Airdrie 


- ESCORT MKI 


Propshaft, £25 Pedal box, 
£25. 1300cc half engine, 
BCF2 cam, HC pistons. 
£CALL 

Tel: 0151 427 9228 


: Liverpool 


ESCORT MKIl 
Ghia bootlid with badges 


- and lock, very good 


condition, £90 Ghia 
square headlamp grille, 


: £30 


Tel: 07958 447727 


: Essex 


: cards, VGC, £35 the pair 


: £LOFFERS 
: Tel: 0151 427 9228 
Liverpool 


: Part number is 


: All parts available to post 


: MILLER FOG LAMP 
: lamp. As new condition, 


: etc. £60 ONO 
- Tel: 01483 830049 


: Steering box. £30 


: Crieff 


5 
ADRIAN FLUX uy Bs 
£85 FULLY COMP ‘ J 


(50-year-old with clean licence living in 
PO8, 5000 miles a year) 


DELL’'ORTO CARBS 
with Pipercross fileters £75 | 
Capri 2.81 Shark Grey door 


Pair of 1.6 Pinto engines, 
not heard running. 


_ VARIOUS FORD 


SPARES 
Escort axle, Type 9 


: gearbox, Sierra vented 
: discs, Escort callipers 

- £CALL 

: Tel: 07719 863581 


WHEELS AND TYRES 


: Ford Capri alloys with 


GRANADA MK2 
1978-81 Pre facelift brand | 
new rear screen and 
chrome upright trims, still 
in original Ford wrappers. 


78gbf42430AAopshaft, 
£30 a pair, posted. 
Tel: 07930 287370 
London 


: tyres. From Laser and 2.8i. 


£120 for a set of four 


Tel: 07801 795942 


: WHEELS AND TYRES 

: Magnesium Minilite. 

: Cortina/Escort. 5.5J 

© 108mm pcd. Dry stored 

' since 80s, bead blasted to 
: show little or no corrosion. 


: Gp4 wheel inserts 


LOTUS CORTINA 
Mk2 struts, with hubs, 
£45 1600E gearbox £40, 
pedal box, £25 axle with 
halfshafts, £50 Escort Mk1 : 
van/estate tank, £25. 
Escort van near-side rear 
door £40 Servo assembly 
£25. Pedal box, £25 


Tel: 01773 743504 
Derbyshire 


: provided but not fitted if 
: to be returned to road 

: spec. Rare opportunity to 
: collect these classic parts. 


£70 plus carriage 


: Tel: 07894 440731 
: Durham 


4 AUTOMOBILIA 


_ DIECAST MODELS 
: Original issues 50s, 60s 


: and 70s models. Corgi, 


1960s Miller chrome fog 


in original box, all fixings 


Guildford 
RENAULT 4 
3 speed gearbox £50. 


Tel: 01764 654369 


: Dinky and Spot On. Good 
: condition. Some boxed. 

: Playworn to mint to very 

» near mint. £CALL 

: Tel: 01243 814459 

: Surrey 


: FORD THERMOMETER 
: Vitreous enamel/steel. 12 

: Floor pan, brand new £30: 
: 1947. Excellent condition. 
: Free post. £40 

: Tel: 02083 997541 

: Surrey 


inch, Agence Service, 


You can now send us your ad via www.classicsmonthly.com 
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For a quote call 0800 0818989 ADRIAN FLUX 


EMAIL YOUR ADS TO: classicsmonthly @futurenet.com TEXT: 87474 OR PICTURE MESSAGE: 07921 889345 


SELL YOUR CLASSIC 


with our FREE 
reader ads! 


I's easy to place your advert in Classics 
Monthly, just follow these simple steps... 


ee Oe 
Step 1 ! (1 Classic cars for sale _1 Giveaways/free cars 
Write your ad | 


§ Tick the appropriate box 
to identify the section for 
your advert 

® Write clearly please, in 
BLOCK CAPITALS 

Only one word per box 

@ Use only common 
abbreviations, eg RHD 

l@ Remember to include 
your telephone number in 
the advert. Otherwise 
interested parties won't 
be able to contact you 

§ If you don't want to cut 
up your magazine, or 


(J Spare parts and spares vehicles _1 Books, manuals and automobilia 


want to send us more Ly Wanted 
ads, you may photocopy 
this form 
® Text your ad to 87474. 
Start your message with 
CMCA followed by your 
description and picture. 
Texts will cost 25 pence 
plus your standard 
network rate Name Signature 
Address 
Postcode 
y Email 
z 1 Daytime telephone Mobile telephone 
Contact details TR ee ere ee Ln =e 
@ If you email your ad, I Terms & Conditions 
lease include you 1 Private adverts only. Traders, please call Ad Sales on 01225 442244. All adverts, including email, must be accompanied by your address and telephone number. If space is 
p | your 1 full, we will hold your ad to the next available issue. We may make names and addresses available to carefully screened companies that we feel may be of interest to our 
name, address and readers. If you would prefer not to receive such mailings please tick this box. 4 


telephone number ee ee ee - eee 


Step 3 By Email By Fax By Post 


classicsmonthly 01225 732301 Classics Monthly Marketplace, 


ag ae advert bl @futurenet.com Please ensure that you write your ad 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, BA1 2BW 
@ Sorry, but were not able Send your photos as JPEGs. Supply your clearly if you intend to fax your form. If Enclose a good-quality photo. Please write your 
to take ads over the F name, address and phone number. we can't read it, we can’t run it. telephone number on the back. Please enclose a self- 


phone addressed envelope if you would like your photo back. 


NEXT DEADLINE: 6 JUNE For ads to go into the next available issue. Late ads will appear in the following issue. 
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love 
classic cars? 


YOULL LOVE 
CLASSICSFIEDS.COM 


The new website for buying & selling classic cars, from the makers of Classics Monthly Magazine 


 € /classicsfieds 
\-) @classicsfieds 


erished byy 
nsured by 


Image courtesy of eaglegb.com Photo credit: James Lipman 

RH Specialist Insurance is a trading style of Willis Limited, which 
is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 
RH Specialist Insurance schemes are administered on behalf of 
Willis Limited by Equity Red Star Services Limited, an appointed 
representative of Equity Syndicate Management Limited which is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 


FP1114-04a 


PETER BEST 


INSURANCE SERVICES LTD 


WWwW.PETERBESTINSURANCE.CO.UK 


T= peTER BEST 


¢ Various Annual Mileage Options 


Includes Full Cover 
throughout Europe 


¢ Breakdown & Recovery 


within UK & Europe 
¢ Cover Available for NI Residents 


@ Multi-Vehicle Discounts 


Yes Ann! 


Found this jolly 
900d insurance 


bro 


ker... All sorted! 


‘ ! 
pest Prices: 
pest Service! 


CALL 01621 840400 


¢ Discounts on classic policies for 
Classic Club Membership 


¢ Free Agreed Value 
* Laid-Up Cover 


¢ No Excess on windscreen/glass 
repair or replacement 


¢ Free Glass Etching 


¢ Salvage Retention Option 


¢ Immediate Cover if paid by 
Credit/Debit Card 


© Household Scheme available 
with Car Parts/Accessories 
Cover. Call us for a quote. 


° Friendly, Polite & Personal Service 


DRIVER AGE RESTRICTIONS APPLY. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. 


Tel: 01621 840400 
or Tel: 01376 574046 


The Farriers, Bull Lane,Maldon, Essex CM9 4QB 
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority 


PBI 


PETER BEST INSURANCE 


